File Copy

FRASER
CANYON
INATIONAL
HISTORIC
PARK

A proposal and
application to the

Historic Sites and

Monuments Board
of Canada

Regional District
Of Fraser-Cheam







Back of previous page



10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

2

16.

Dec. 31, 1984

Dec. 14, 1984

Dec. 11, 1984

Dec. 11, 1984

Nov. 16, 1984

Oct. 26, 1984

Oct. 16, 1984

Oct. 10, 1984

Sept. 10, 1984

Aug. 31, 1984

Aug. 7, 1984

July 26, 1984

July 25, 1984
<

July 19, 1984

July 17, 1984

July 5, 1984

LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Letter from Henri Tetu, Director, National Historic
Parks and Sites Branch, Parks Canada, to J.D. Orr,
R.D.F.C.

Letter from L. Friend, Asst. Sec., Historic Sites

and Monuments Board of Canada to E. Pretty, Chairman,
R.D.F.C.

Letter from J.D. Orr, R.D.F.C. to H. Tetu, Directof,'
National Historic Parks and Sites Branch, Parks
Canada.

Letter from J.D. Orr, R.D.F.C. to Dr. Charles
Humphries, Historic Sites & Monuments Board of Canada.

Letter from E. Pretty, Chairman, R.D.F.C., to
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada.

Letter from Ross Belsher, M.P., to Mrs. Mary MacQueen,
Director, R.D.F.C.

Extract from R.D.F.C. Board Meeting Minutes,
Oct. 16, 1984,

Extract from R.D.F.C. Electoral Areas Committee
Minutes, Oct. 10, 1984.

Letter from H. Tetu, Director, National Historic

Parks and Sites Branch, Parks Camada, to J.D. Orr,
R.D.F.C.

Letter from Hon. A.J. Brummet, B.C. Minister of
Environment, to E. Pretty, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from E. Pretty, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
Hon. A.J. Brummet, B.C. Minister of Environment.

Order-in-Council 1323 establishing Alexandra Bridge
Park, Class "A" Provincial Park.

Extract from The Chilliwack Progress newspaper
issue, July 25, 1984.

Letter from E. Pretty, Chairman, R.D.F.C., to Hon.
A.J. Brummet, B.C. Minister of Environment.

Extract from R.D.F.C. Board Meeting Minutes,
July 17, 1984.

Extract from R.D.F.C. Electoral Areas Committee
Meeting Minutes, July 5, 1984.



17.

18 .

19 .

20,

21.

22.

23.

24,

25 ;

26.

27.

June 4, 1984

Nov. 8, 1982

Aug. 3, 1980

June 10, 1980

May 1, 1980

May 4, 1978

May 31, 1976

June 27, 1974

Undated

Aug. 12, 1985

Sept. 30, 1985

Letter from Directors M. MacQueen and L. Forman to
Hon. C. Caccia, Minister of Environment, Ottawa,
and cover sheet of brief to Minister.

Extract from The Vancouver Sun Newspaper, issue
of Nov. 8, 1982.

Letter from D.R. Bruce, Parks and Outdoor Recreation
Division, B.C. Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing,"
to R.D.F.C.

Extract from R.D.F.C. Special Meeting Minutes,
June 10, 1980.

Extract from R.D.F.C. Minutes of a Public Meeting,
May 1, 1980.

Extract from The Advance Newspaper, issue of
May 4, 1978.

Extract from Minutes of Meeting of Historic Sites
and Monuments Board of Canada and Ministerial
Approval dated May 31, 1976.

Extract from B.C. Outdoors issue, June 27, 1984.

Extract from Registry of Designated Heritage Sites
and Objects in British Columbia: B.C. Ministry

of Provincial Secretary and Government Services,
Heritage Conservation Branch.

Letter from Regional District Chairman, John
Jansen, to the Honourable Suzanne Blais-Grenier.

Letter from Regional District Chairman, John
Jansen, to the Honourable Tom McMillan, Minister
of Environment.



28.

29.

30.

3.

32.

33.

3h.

3.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

WM.

h2.

h3.

Oct. 18, 1985

Oct. 24, 1985

Nov. 1, 1985

Nov. 5, 1985

Nov. 8, 1985

Nov. 13, 1985

Nov. 25, 1985

Nov. 25, 1985

Nov. 27, 1985

Nov. 27, 1985

Nov. 27, 1985

Dec. 3, 1985

Dec. 19, 1985

Dec. 23, 1985

Jan. 6, 1986

feb. 11, 1986

Letter from R.D.F.C. to Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from Rainbow Country Visitors' Association to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter from Professor R.C. Harris, U.B.C., to Lawrence Ffriend, Assistant
Secretary, Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada

Letter of support from Mayor, Resort Municipality of Whistler, to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from Yale and District Historical Society to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from Corporation of the City of New Westminster to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from Lower Mainland Municipal Association to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

letter of support from The Corporation of the District of Matsqui to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from The Corporation of the City of Langley to
Mrs. Ella Pretty, Director, Electoral Area "F", R.D-F.C.

Letter of support from Mayor Michael Harcourt, City of Vancouver, to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from The Corporation of the City ef Langley to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

letter of support from Central Fraser Valley Regional District to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of response to Mayor Michael Harcourt from the
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Enviranment

letter of support from Mayor John Agnew, District of Mission, to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from The Corporation of the District of Kent to
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of support from Chairman, Greater Vancouver Regional District
Board of Directors to John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C.



by,

5.

b6.

47.

Lg.

h9.

50.

51.

52.

23.

5h.

55.

56.

Feb. 28, 1986

Mar. 3, 1986

Apr. 25, 1986

May 2, 1986

May 17, 1986

May 22, 1986

May 27, 1986

May 27, 1986

June 2, 1986

June 3, 1986

June 5, 1986

June 13, 1986

June 16, 1986

Letter of response from the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of the Environment to Directors
MacQueen and Forman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from the Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of
Environment, to John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from Ross Belsher, M.P., to John Jansen,
Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from Captain M.P. Pieters, The Military

Engineers Museum Assn of Canada Inc., to the Yale and
District Historical Society

Letter from Yale and District Historical Society to
Captain Pieters, Canadian Forces School of Military
Engineering, C.F.B., Chilliwack

Letter from John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C., to the
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter from Director Mary MecQueen, R.D.F.C., to
Mr. Bud Smith, The Military Engineers Museum, C.F.B.,
Chilliwack

Letter from Director Mary MacQueen, R.D.F.C., to

Mr. Andy A. Creig, B.C. Pioneer Truckers, Gabriola,
BICI

Extract from "The Vancouver Sun" newspaper

Letter from Director Mary MecQueen, R.D.F.C., to the
Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Copy of letter from the Hon. Tom Waterland, Minister
of Agriculture & Food (B.C.), to the Hon. Tom
McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter of response from the Office of the Minister of
the Environment to John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter of response from the Office of the Minister of
the Environment to Director Mary MacQueen, R.D.F.C.



57.

58.

9.

60.
61.
62.
63.
64
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
n.
72.

73.

7h.

7.

June 25, 1986
August 4, 1986

August 26, 1986

October 3, 1986
October 3, 1986
October 21, 1986
Nov. 14, 1986
Nov. 21, 1986
Dec. 17, 1986
Dec. 17, 1986
Dec. 17, 1986
Dec. 17, 1986
Dec. 17, 1986
Dec. 17, 1986
Dec. 30, 1986
ﬁanuary 15, 1987
January 27, 1987

February 6, 1987

Feb. 16, 1987

Copy of letter - from Andy A. Craig of Gabriola, B.C.,
to the Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of Environment

Letter from the Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of
the Environment, to John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from the Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of the
Environment, to Mrs. Mary MacQueen, Vice-Chairman,
R.D.F.C.

Letter from John Jansen,
the Hon. Tom McMillan,

Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
Minister of the Environment

Letter from John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
the Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister

Letter from the Office of the Minister of the
Environment to John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from the Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of
the Environment, to John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from the Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney, Prime
Minister, to John Jansen, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
the Hon. W.N. Vander Zalm, Premier, B.C.

Letter from Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
the Hon. C.S. Rogers, Minister of Envirormment and Parks

Letter from Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
Ross Belsher, M.P. Fraser Valley East

Letter from Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
James Rabbitt, M.L.A. Yale-Lillooet

Letter from Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
the Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of the Environment

Letter from Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C. to
the Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister

Letter from J.T. Rabbitt, M.L.A. Yale-Lillooet
to Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from Ross Belsher, M.P. Fraser Valley East,
to Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from the Hon. William N. Vander Zalm, Premier,
to Lloyd Forman, Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from R.W. Watson, Secretary-Treasurer, Okanagan
Mainline Municipal Association, to Lloyd Forman,
Chairman, R.D.F.C.

Letter from the Hon. Stephen Rogers, Minister of
Environment and Parks, to Lloyd Forman, Chairman,
R.D.F.C.



Back of previous page



( . (. Document 1.

MY, Parks Parcs
D ‘\+ Canada Canada

OTTAWA, Ontario KI1A 1G2
DEC 31 1984
Ourtre  tioe reterence C—8400—-4 [B1

Your Mle  Volre relerence

Mr. J.D. Orr

Administrator F“‘ . ol o Y
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam . H EC ElVL‘,‘_ —
8430 Cessna Drive ~710
Chilliwack, British Columbia JAN=-71985
© V2P 7K4 REGIONAL DISTRICT
OF FRASER.CHEAM

Dear Mr. Orr:

This is in reply to your letter of December 11 and *
enclosures concerning the Alexandra Bridge over the Fraser Canyon.

As you know, in mid November, Ms. Ella Pretty, Chairman
of your Board of Directors wrote with respect to this matter to the
Assistant Secretary, Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada.
I enclose for your information a copy of Mr. Friend's reply to Ms. Pretty.
I share his view that it would probably be better to bring the Bridge
to the attention of the Board in the context of the study of Bridges
in Canada, rather than to ask it to consider the structure without the
comparative material available to it which such a broad study would
provide. Nonetheless, the decision does rest with you and the other -
Directors of the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam.

Thank you for taking the time to write and for providing
me with a copy of your proposal regarding the Alexandra Bridge. )

Yours sincerely

A.cF—"

/7 Henri Teétu
irector
National Historic Parks
and Sites Branch

.-‘
ey
d (ih: LSRRI A KON Pt P38 S STt SLS B S 18
C' lla a LY :::‘":ziui-ai ;::‘-}:” |-.l:-"....::iu.hu:\



Document 2. |
HISTORIC SITES AND
MONUMENTS BOARD OF
CANADA

COMMISSION DES LIEUX ET
MONUMENTS HISTORIQUES DU
CANADA ™ Tk

OTTAWA, Ontario KIA 1G2

. December 14, 1984
' C-8400-4/B1

Ms. Ella Pretty, Chairman,

Board of Directors,

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,
8430 Cessna Drive,

Chilliwack, British Columbia

V2P 7K4

Dear Ms. Pretty:

I read with interest your letter of November 16, and
enclosures, proposing the 1926 Alexandra Bridge over the Fraser
be the focal point of a new national historic park.

As you are aware, before Parks Canada could consider any
form of involvement with the Bridge it must be declared to be of
national significance by our Minister. Such declarations are made
only on the recommendation of the Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada, which serves as her advisory body in historical
matters. Thus, the first step is to bring the Bridge to the
attention of the Board. Here, we have two options. I could place
the Bridge on a Board agenda as soon as our resources permit the
preparation of a background paper or the matter could be held over
for consideration in the context of the major study on Bridges
in Canada which will be getting underway this coming summer. As
the Alexandra Bridge is but one of a number of moderate span
suspension bridges in the interior of B.C., and as the Board is
hesitant to deal with matters in isolation, I would suggest that
it would be most appropriate to follow the second course. This
feeling is reinforced by the fact that the resource is not under
any threat and in fact has been established as a provincial park.
I leave it in your hands, however. Please, drop me a short note
advising me of your wishes in this regard.

As a matter of interest, I should mention that both
Joseph William Trutch and the Cariboo Wagon Road have been declared
to be of national significance and have been commemorated by plaques
at Spuzzum Bridge and Barkerville, respectively.

In closing may I thank you for bringing the Alexandra Bridge
to our attention. I am looking forward to hearing from you with respect
to placing the Bridge before the Board for consideration.

Yours sincerely

Lawr€nce Friend
sistant Secretary
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM

8430 CESSNA DRIVE
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4

PHONE 792-0061

ADMINISTRATION

DEPT.

December 11, 1984
FILE No.
Mr. Henri Tétu, T
Director,
National Historic Parks & Sites Branch,
Parks Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 1G2

Dear Mr. Tétu,

Enclosed please find a copy of the brief and covering
letter pertaining to the preservation of the Alexandra

Bridge as a national historic site, which was recently
forwarded to Ottawa.

The Board of Directors of the Regional District of
Fraser-Cheam requested that I forward this material to you
in anticipation that you will have the opportunity of adding
your support in securing Federal recognition of this very
significant part of Canada's history.

Thank you for your interest and attention to this
matter on behalf of the Regional District.

Yours truly,

J.D. Orr,
Administrator

JDO/mejj

Enclosure
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM

8430 CESSNA DRIVE
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4
PHONE 792-0061

D ber 11, 1984 oepr  ADMINISTRATION
ecemper ’

FILE No.

Dr. Charles Humphries,

B.C. Member,

Historic Sites & Monuments Board of Canada,
Department of History,

University of B.C.

Vancouver, B.C.

V6T 1w4

Dear Dr. Humphries,

Enclosed please find a copy of the brief and covering
letter pertaining to the preservation of the Alexandra Bridge

as a national historic site, which was recently forwarded to
Ottawa.

The Board of Directors of the Regional District of Fraser-
Cheam requested that I forward this material to you in antici-
pation that you will have the opportunity of adding your
support in securing Federal recognition of this very significant
part of Canada's history.

Thank you for your interest and attention to this matter on
behalf of the Regional District.

Yours truly,

BT Orr,
Administrator

JDO/me]j

Enclosure
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REGIONAL Dzu"mw OF FRASER-CHEANM

8430 CESSNA DRIVE
> 1984 CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4

PHONE 792-0061

November 16

DEPT.

FILE Mo

The Assistant Secretary
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 1G2

Dear Sir/Madam:

RE: ALEXANDRA BRIDGE: A PROPOSAL FOR A NEW PARK
FACILITY

Please find enclosed a short brief prepared in connection
with this Region's attempts to obt ain a new park facility
at the Alexandra Bridge in the Fraser-Canyon.

As you may be aware the British Columbia Prowvincial
Government has very recently elevated this reserve of Crown
Provincial land to Class "A" Park status. We are extremely
pleased that this area is finally receiving the recognition
which this Regional Government believes that it deserves.

We feel that the preservation and dedication of the
bridge facility as a national historic park is long overdue.
We are in receipt of a small brochure which explains the
work of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada
and includes a summary of its terms of reference. The
structure and surrounding area, which includes remnants of
many trails and archaeological remains, has flgured extremely
significantly in the resource and transportation history,
not only of this Province but also of this Nation. We feel

that it can meet the criteria of the Board in a number of
different categories.

I understand that Parks Canada has already discussed
the possibility of commemorating the work of Joseph William
Trutch, one of British Columbia's first civil engineers.
The significance of the Bridge, however, is not limited to
its architectural and engineering interest. A number of
other themes present themselves and would allow for the
development of what, in our view, could be one of the most
interesting interpretative centres in the Parks system. The
rail journey through the Fraser Canyon has to be one of the
most remarkable travel experiences offered anywhere on the
Continent. To our knowledge, although well treated. in the

I
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media, there is no ‘major interpretive centre in the Parks

system which includes the building of the national railroads
as one of its themes.

We would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed
brief and instruct us further in the matter of a formal
application. Should you choose to include this item on a
future agenda of the Board we would be happy to prepare a
more fully documented application package. We are a small
region, however, with a very small staff and I would ask
that you provide us with further instruction in this matter.

We look forward to a positive outcome to our initiative.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any
further information or assistance.

Yours truly
)

o Clle fetty

Ella Pretty
Chairman
Board of Directors

/kmg

c¢.c. Dr. Charles Humphries, B.C. Member, Historic Sites and

Monuments Board of Canada

Mr. Ross Belcher, M.P.

Mr. Henri T2tu, Dlrector, National Historic Parks and
Sites Branch, Parks Canada

Mr. Kun, Director, Western Region, Parks Canada

Regional Director, Parks Branch, Ministry of Lands
Parks and Housing

Director Mary MacQueen, Electoral Area "B"

Director Lloyd Forman, Electoral Area "A"
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

CANADA

26th October, 1984

Mrs. Mary McQueen,

32165 Trans-Canada Highway,
Yale, B.C.

VOK 250

Dear Mrs. McQueen,

This is just a short note to let you know I have reviewed

the proposals for a designation of a new park facility at Alexandra
Bridge.

I am pleased you sent me a copy of this and will be
interestd to see how it progresses.

Yours sincerely,

L]LL

- -—
A lJ 6‘./"1 LN

}DI)ROSS Belsher, M.P.
Fraser Valley East
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SBACT  Flom RDFC. HmliTE oF  RECronAe .
LoARD MEETINE GLT (b, 19%¢
LOARD T T i
Iv. MINUTES OF THE 'ELECTORAL AREAS COMMITTEE $

468(84) MacQUEEN ) That a letter and supporting documentation be forward
NASH ( to Dr. Charles Humphries in support of declaring 01ld
Alexandra Bridge a Federal Heritage Parksite.

CARRIED
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EXTRACT Rt RDF.C. QEcei ARKS

QoM (TTEE  AMAUTES 0CT 1o 15 3%

16. ITtem E84/111: Aiexandra Bridge

The Committee reviewed the documentation circulated with the
Agenda and agreed that an additional emphasis should be placed
upon the need for federal assistance for recognition and
preservation of the site at Alexandra Bridge.

341(84) MacQUEEN )

That the Electoral Areas Committee recommends
PRETTY (

that the Regional Board forward the documentation
to Dr. Charles Humphries and that he be asked
to provide assistance in securing federal

recognition and support for the site at Alexandra
Bridge.

CARRIED
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vanaga Canada

J?// _ OTTAWA, Ontario KIA 1G2

E: i 2 Our hie lre: FCMRsence
F D " g 199 _,} Neagr o
Your Me Yore rétorence 10 1 2 1 3 = nn

Mr. J.D. Orr

Administrator - ; " '«‘\:-.:;: ;-E:: :
Regional District of Fraser-Checam :
8430 Cessna Drive t SEP 131924
Chilliwack, ‘British Columbia

; Br eI
V2P 7K4 ; REL Gk,

. Y U TT 4

Dear Mr. Orr: pESEtReS

Mr. Kun, Director Western Region, Parks Canada in Calgary
has asked me to respond to your letter of August 9 concerning the

brief "Alexandra Bridge: Proposal for Deslgnatlon of a New Park
Facility."

I am sorry but I have no knowledge about either the contents
or the whereabouts of the brief delivered to Ottawa by Mr. Forman,
Chairman of the Regional Economic Developwent Commission. Conscquently
I am not in the position to provide any information relating to the

future of the Alexandra Bridge from the standpoint of what is contained
in the brief.

I should point out that the National Historic Parks and Sites
Branch of Parks Canada can only become involved with those persons,
places or events which the Minister of the Environment has declared
to be of national historic or architectural significance.

Such declarations are based on the recommendations of the
Historic Sites and Monuments board of Canada, the Minister's advisors .
in such matters. The Board has not received a request to consider” -
the national significance of the Alexandra Bridge. 1 have cnclosed

a copy of the booklet Recognizing Canadian History which outlines .
the activities of the Doard. .

Yours sincerely : )
/;Z/ _/f- ?
ot £ . N A, - =
Py 7 / (ﬂ//"'/1 _
Y “ Henri Teétu
' Director

National Historic Parks
and Sites Branch

Encl.
h order 1o consPave Enoigy Ades s o2 Wtﬂn.
C.- 13 >3 ard resourers, N poper de [énaige of d ressources
- " ( Il
A1l ia

contuis st COn e €0 piper con'-id dvs
Rewe. Poves recychr=



Province of
British Columbia

OFFICE OF THE
MINISTER

Ministry of Lands,
Parks and Housing

Document 10.

Parliament Buildings
Victoria

British Columbia
VBV 1X4

- & JES—

SEP - 51234

REGIGHAL DISTRICT
OF FRASTZCHUTAM

bebatatelud L SR

-y

August 31, 1984

P,
=

Chairman Ella Pretty and
Members of the Board

Regional District of
Fraser-Cheam

8430 Cessna Drive’

Chilliwack, B.C.

V2P 7K4

Dear Chairman Pretty and Members of the Board:

Thank you for your letter of August 7, 1984,
regarding Alexandra Bridge Provincial Park.

I appreciate receiving the material which you
enclose and can assure you that the concerns of the Board

will be addressed when my Ministry prepares a master plan
for the park.

In the meantime, my Regional staff will be
meeting with that of the Ministry of Transportation and
Highways, which currently is managing the site, with a
view toward arranging an orderly transition to Parks and
Outdoor Recreation Division control. You may be certain
that the site will be adequately managed by staff of my

Ministry both prior to and after any development that
might take place.

Yours sincerely,

W

Anthony J. Brummet
Minister
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM

8430 CESSNA DRIVE
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4

- PHONE 792-0061
N DN . |
@ oepy. Planning

\oP

FILE No
August 7, 1984

The Hon. A. J. Brummet

Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing
Parliament Buildings

Yictoria, Bs Ca

v8v 1Xx4

Dear Mr. Minister:

RE: ALEXANDRA BRIDGE PROVINCIAL PARK

Please find enclosed a variety of materials relating
to a recent item included in the Agenda for the Regional
Board of Directors meeting of July 17th, 1984.

Since the passage of the resolution by the Board
requesting that the Alexandra Bridge Park Reserwve be
elevated to Provincial Park status, we have learmed that
the Cabinet has already elected to undertake this step.
We are delighted to learn of this development.

The newspaper announcement was lacking in detail.
We would appreciate any further information which your
staff may be able to convey to us. In the interim, we
are forwarding a short brief and a covering letter, drafted
a couple of weeks ago, for your perusal and further

consideration.
Yours very truly,
p s B
(_. 7
el (AT
“Ella Pretty (Mrs.)
Chairman of the Regional Board
/ci

Encls.
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' T T Ietulh- I O SN
) &} . .-- L {--- - ho’ L--‘ d'c’ pfi‘
BRITISH A‘?%"s -.r}?} COLU\IBL(\.: G ; 5]?84 i"_—‘
,:é‘-':-.‘::_ \7 1 . }
&3 T~ P opogice. o 5-5.BT &
y § T FRat TROTTAM ’

3p3 L EEMETTEL]

APPROVED AND ORDERED JL 261984

e

/ Lieutenant- Govemp-r

ExscuTive CounciL Ciamaers, Victoria JIL 251984

On the recommendation of the undefsigncd, the Licutcnant-Governor, by and with the advice and consent

of the Executive Council, orders that

the Crown land described in the Schedule is established as a Class "A" Provincial
Park and the name is declared to be Alexandra Bridge Park.

c—titnister of Lands, Parks & Housing

WA Aopen

Presiding Member of the Executive Council

copies to:

B. Neal

B.C. Asses.Auth.
V. Collins

uff:im&_,w .
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File: 2-7-5-223 (This part is Jor adminisirative purposes crnd is not part of the Order.)

Authority under which Order is made:

Act and section_Park Act, Section 5(1) f'a)

Other (specify)

: i j o
Sistutory authority checked by. %'MOJ g&ﬁj ( & - —-\i

(Signatu:e e=d lvp: p inted cu=eof Legal 0.“5.::'!5

Schedule
A1l Crown land in Kamloops Division of Yale District described as:
1) the N5 of NW% of L.S. 15, Sec. 36, Tp. 8, Rge. 25, W6M;3

2) the N5 of NE% of L.S. 14, Sec. 36, Tp. 8, Rge. 26, W6M, except Plans A521,
Al1773 and CG896;

3) the N% of the NW% of L.S. 14, Sec. 36, Tp. 8, Rge 26, WolM except Plans A521
and Al1773;

4) the wss of L.S. 2, Sec. 1, Tp. 9, Rge. 26, W6M;

5) L.S. 3 of Sec. 1, Tp. 9, Rge 26, W6M except Plans A521, A1773, H636 and
Plan CG896;

6) that part of frac. L.S. 4, Sec. 1, Tp. 9, Rge. 26

> WoM lying east of‘
Fraser River except Plans A521 and Al773;

7) the S% of L.S. 5 of Sec. 1, Tp. 9, Rge. 26, W6M except Plans A521 and H6363 —

8) the NW% of L.S. 5 of Sec. 1, Tp. 9, Rge. 26, W6 except Plan A521, Plan H63"
and that part of the NW% of L.S. 5 lying N. E of Plan H636;

9) those parts of L.S. 1 and 8 of Sec. 2, Tp. 9, Rge. 26, W6M lying east of the
Fraser River except Plan A521;

the whole containing 55 hectares,more or less.
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Fraser-Cheam
Regional Board is trying
to revive the idea of a
park and campground in
the vicinity of Alexandra
Bridge in the Fraser Ca-
nyon.

Electoral Area "'A
director Lloyd Forman
prepared a brief on the
subject when he was a
member of the recent
inter-regional delegation
to Ottawa.

Now regional chair-,

man Ella Pretty is
writing to Tony Brum-
met, provincial minister
of lands, parks and hous-
ing, supporting the idea.

*As youmay be aware,
there has been interest
shown in the past by local
citizens and, we unders-
tand, by the provincial
parks branch in creating
a park facility in this
area,” says Pretty.

“We believe that land

5
i

i
HH

vy *‘-:75::‘.:
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wasreserved some years
ago for this purpose.”

She suggests that, with
Expo &5 approaching and
a large influx of visitors
expected to the lower
minland, this would be an
appropr:ate time to
review the status of this
land.

She is urging the crea-
tion of a Class A park on
lands now reserved east

of the Trans-Canada -

Highway at the Alexan-
dra bridge, as well.as a
campground of around 50
sitesin the area.

Further suggested
stepsinclude:

* Federal funding for
maintenance of the old
Alexandra bridge as well
as interpretation of the
historic attractions of the
site.

* A concession for a

. private campground.

* Sorne supervision by
provincial parks branch
staff.

*We believe that this
project, which would be
of enormous benefit to
the tourist industry and
to the economic develop-
ment of the region, could
be completed at minimal
cost to the provincial
agencies,” Pretty writes.

A provincial eam-
pground existed in the
area some ysars ago.
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8430 CESSNA DRIVE
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4

PHONE 792-0061

O

R
Nt \
July 19, 1984
The Hon. A.J. Brummet, A i
Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing,
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X4

Dear Mr. Minister:

re: Alexandra Bridge - Proposal for
a new park facility

We enclose for your attention a short brief prepared
in connection with a recent delegation to Ottawa by Director
Lloyd Forman. As you may be aware, there has been interest
shown in the past by local citizens and, we understand, by
. the Provincial parks branch in creating a park facility in

this area. We believe that land was reserved some years ago
for this purpose.

The transportation theme for, and focus of, Expo '86,
and the large influx of visitors to the Lower Mainland which
this will bring, would suggest that this is an appropriate
time to review the status of these lands. We would ask that
‘your Ministry examine the possibility of establishing a
Class A park on those lands now reserved east of the Trans
Canada Highway at the Alexandra Bridge.

In the event that your Ministry concurs with this
suggestion, we would further request that consideration be

given to the construction of a small (fifty * site) camp-
ground facility.

We hope that you would agree with our proposal which
would, if approved, call for:

(i) federal funding for maintenance of the old Bridge

and interpretation of the historic attractions of
the site;

(ii) a concession for the operation of (and possibly the

construction of) a campground facility by the private
sector;

(iii) minimal supervision by staff of the Provincial parks
branch.

R 5



We believe that this project, which would be of
enormous benefit to the tourist industry and to the economic
development of the Region, could be completed at minimal
cost to the provincial agencies. We would hope that you
could support it on this basis and look forward with
anticipation to a positive outcome of your review.

Please do not hesitate to contact me, if I can be
of further assistance.

Yours very truly,.

(Mrs.) Ella Pretty
Chairman of the Board

Encl. . !éiiiéac/'/{iéZTﬁgf"

c.c. the Hon. T. Waterland, MTL.A.

the Hon. C. Richmond, Minister of Tourism
Rainbow Country Visitors' Bureau

EP:im
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L 2. E84/111: Alexandra Brldge - Proposals for a necw
i : park facility

339(84) EPORMAN ) That the letter to the Minister of Lands, -Parks
3MacQUEEN ( and Housing, as drafted, be forwarded ovér the
%'; signature of the Chairman of the Board.
]

CARRTED
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ExThact  RRom  Rdre ELcTrolin ARENS
COMMITIEE MMNWOTES TV S T Fe

ELECTORAL 18845 JUL 9
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19. Item E84/111 - Alexandra Bridge - Proposal for
( a New Park Facility

Jenny Cave reported tirat Director Forman, as part

of his delegation to Ottawa, had delivered a brief,

on behalf of himself and Director MacQueen, requesting
that consideration be given to establishing a National
Historic Park at the site of the old Alexandra

Bridge. To this point no contact had been made with

Provincial authorities on the matter of the Park
Rescerve lands adjoining the area.

She reminded members c¢
the public meetings held in connection with the Offical

L Regional Plan and of the requests, received at

that time, that a publicly -owned campground be
established in the Canyon area.

.r219(84) FORMAN ) That the Electoral_ﬁreas Committee recommends
t : MACQUEEN ( that

i)  the brief prepared in connection with the
proposal for a new park facility at the
Alexandra Bridge be forwarded to Hon. Tony

Brummet, Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing,
and

ii) the Provincial Cabinet be petitioned
to elevate those lands currently reserved
east of the Trans Canada Highway at the

Alexandra Bridge to Class A Park status
and

" iii) in the .event of such designation, the Minister
L of Lands, Parks and Housing be requested either
. to develop, or to grant a concession

: to permit the development of, a 50-site

' overnight campground.

-

CARRIED
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAWM

8430 CESSNA DRIVE
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P TKA4

PHONE 762-0061

DEPT.

FILE No

The Honourable Charles Caccia,
Minister of Environment,
House of Commons,

.Ottawa, Ontario

June 4, 1984

Dear Mr. Minister:

re: Alexandra Bridge, Fraser Canyon:
A delegation. :

We are writing to you in connection with the desig-
nation of the 0l1d Alexandra Bridge as a Park facility. We

understand that the Provincial Government has shown some
interest in establishing a Class A park in the vicinity of
the. 0ld Alexandra Lodge and of the new bridging area. How-
ever, we are of the view that the historic significance of
the bridge warrants recognition at a national level and

that national historic park status is long overdue. Local
reports indicate that the 0ld Bridge is showing sxgns of
deterioration and that the physical structures bullt in and
around the area are now falling into dlsrepalr. In addition,
connecting routeways and historic trails which once crossed

the .area are being obliterated by time and alternative land
use.

The unique character of the Fraser Canyon and the
feats of engineering displayed in the construction of not
just one but two national trans-continental rail routes and
the major national road artery through the area are suffic-

. ient in our opinion to warrant appreciation by Canadians
everywhere. There is currently no publicly owned interpret-
ive stopping point in the Canyon which attests to the

importance of this area as a centre of national transport
and resource industry history.



A project of this nature has long been supportéd
by local residents. Further, the location of the Bridge
in a sparsely populated area of the Canyon makes it part-

icularly attractive for the development of an appealing
public facility.

It is our hope that you will afford this proposal
serious consideration and the highest priority. In the

interim, should you reqguire further information please

feel free to contact either of us, at your convenience.

~

Yours truly,

2 2
Mary 'MacQueen
Director, Electoral Area B

Lloyd Forman
Director, Electoral Area A

c.c. Mr. Alex B. Patterson, M.P.
Regional Director, Parks Canada, B.C

Regional Director, Parks Branch, Ministry of
Lands, Parks & Housing
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ALEXANDRA BRIDGE
FRASER—-CANYON
’ B.C.

Proposals for designation of
a new Park Facility

A delegation by
-Director Lloyd Forman,

Ottawa, June, 1984.

'REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
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oth in a series about transportation in
from cedar canoes of the last century to
nced light rapid transit of the 19803,
JAVE MARTIN .
the autumn of 1860, the first major gold
wike in the Cariboo was made at Keithly
eck. Within weeks, thousands of prospec-
oured into the Interior,

1 May 2, 1861, Governor Dougia's reported

indon, ““The confirmed impressionis,,,

2 gold field of extraordinary richness has
been discovered.” Five weeks later he
3, ““We are daily receiving the most ex-
dinary accounts of the almost fabulous
'ﬁ"o! the Antler Creek and Cariboo dig-
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uglas knew the miners would soon need-
amounts of food and equipment, He felt
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LEFT to right: the firat Alexandra bridge, bullt in 1863, its successor af

es that sp

Thomas Spence worked on the stretch from

Boston Bar to Lytton. Spence also built a
bridge across the Thompson river at Cook's

. Ferry, now Spences Bridge,

Walter Moberly and Charles Oppenhelmer
had the contract for the part along the
Thompson River from Lytton to Spences
Bridge, i

From Yale the Cariboo Wagon Road fol-
lowed the west bank of the Fraser to Spuz.
zum, an Indian word meaning “little flat.”
Here the engineers recommended the road
cross to theeast side of the river,

}-’"t' .ﬁﬁ‘

T jr iy Yy 12"
g tow A L]
:.é.l’q:‘c} :

the preéaht-day

ir.‘ .

across the canyon i.n 863, Two-and-a-half

months later, the first faspension bridge in

B.C,wasfinished, . /3
Two strong cables 153

1,200 wires carefully w@ven together, The'
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cables were 13 centimgtres in diameter,

i

about the size of a large ¢4n of peanut butter,
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Trutch solved the problem by using mules
to bring in bales of wire, Then the wire was
twisted into steel cable at the bridge site,

During the opening ceremony, a four horse

team pulled a wagon loaded with 2,727 kilo-

* grams of freight out to the middle of the

bridge. Even under this weight, the hand-

built bridge sagged less than 63 millimetres,
*about the diameter of a pencil,

The bridge was named Alexandra Bridge
after Princess Alexandra of Wales. The origi-.
nal bridge was badly damaged during the
Fraser River flood of 1894, It was replaced in

]

long and awkward to traz§port by mule train. . 1658 when the Fraser Canyon Highway was

I Exnloining an electipn |

- rebullt, .

< Today a modern highway bridge, opened in
1962, spans the Fraser at Alexandra, As you
W ip—’rul« this I‘-hh-:el IPA!, “Dl’i\'t"‘ "T'he 50Annfl-

- -k em mla LT




S F

Ninth in a series about transportation in
.C., from cedar canoes of the last century to
ivanced light rapid transit of the 1980s.

y DAVE MARTIN .

i N the autumn of 1860, the first major gold
i strike in the Cariboo was made at Keithly
i Creek. Within weeks, thousands of prospec-
irs poured into the Interior.

On May 2, 1861, Governor Douglas reported
» London, “The confirmed impression is ...
1at a gold field of extraordinary richness has
2w been discovered."” Five weeks later he
rote, “‘We are daily receiving the most ex-
‘gordinary accounts of the almost fabulous
ealth of the Antler Creek and Cariboo dig-
ngs."

Douglas knew the miners would soon need

rge amounts of food and equipment, He felt .

was essential to find a new route by which

eight unloaded from sternwheelers at Yale _

nild be taken by wagons to the Carilvo; =~ —~

In 1861 he ordercd the Royal Engincers to

irvey a wagon road through the Fraser Can-

m, The following year work began on a 640-

{fmetre road from Fort Yale to Barker-
e,

The Royal Engineers built the two most dif.
:ult parts of the road, These were the 10
lometres immediately north of Yale and the
kilometres east from Spences Bridge along
e Thompson River, -

A crew of 53 engineers began working on
e Yale section in May, 1862, Sheer rock
1lls were cut through or blasted away, Nar-
w ledges were widened by chipping away
e solid rock, Trees were chopped down and
ed to build bridges or to support the road on
Its high above the swirling water,

The easier parts of the road were built by
ivate contractors, Joseph Trutch, later
C.'s first licutenant-governor, built the sec-

- lmcnes MucnacactleaNacda Tacka.. ™

ridges that

Thomas Spence worked on the stretch from
Boston Bar to Lytton. Spence also built a
bridge across the Thompson river at Cook's

. Ferry, now Spences Bridge.

Walter Moberly and Charles Oppenheimer
had the contract for the part along the
Thompson River frém Lytton to Spences
Bridge. R

From Yale the Cariboo Wagon Road fol-
lowed the west bank of the Fraser to Spuz-
zum, an Indian word meaning “little flat."
Here the engineers recommended the road
cross to the east side of the river,

-

Joseph Truteh begad work on a bridge
across the canyon in 1863. Two-and-a-half
months later, the first sispension bridge in
B.C.was finished.

Two strong cables 1531j etres long held the
bridge up. Each of thefe cables contained -
1,200 wires carefully wayen together. The "

gtres in diameter,
of peanut butter.

cables were 13 centim
about the size of a large ¢;

How do you think Truich got these enor-

mous cables to Spuzzunit They were much
too large to coil up. Theyiwere too heavy for
men to carry along the Harrow trail, and too

long and awkward to trans]

' EXplain'ing
'On Nov. 20, British Columbians will be
voting in the municipal elections to elect
their representatives for local govern-

ments. During the next two weeks news
stories will be keeping voters informed:

tosay. . “3

" erexplains, -

need to make decisions about how they

groups need goveroment,
- In some groups, the people govern
- themselves, making all of the decisions
about the group, In most groups the people
give their power to elected representa-
tives who act for the people for a limited

tive by voting is called an election, A votg’

_(candidates) who have,'s;%ﬂ they want to

: ho work to to gain ac-
about the candidates and what they have..., of people who work togeihes fo §

What Is an election? Charles Unger!efd- S
“~with any political partyi_gare called inde-
7

Whenevef people llve together, they -

will meet their needs, carry out necessary

jobs and resolve conflicts, People Hving I " $hs campalgn Is the candidate's attempt to

The process of choosing a representa. =

an election

is basically a choice among those people

=,

represent the people. 5
Candidates often belong'to associations

ceptance for the cause or dpinion they hold
"in common, These associstions are called
political parties. Candidatas not connected

pendents,

; .
" Before elections, pandh{ates campaign
to attract supporters. An Important part of .

make his or her opiniong about {ssues °
clear to the voters, ‘ﬁ g8
The promises which candidates make ~
about what they will do If they are elected
to the government are called a political
platform, ’ 5;
Follow the news about the campalgn of.
the candidates in your areag;

B, arddaials
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rt by muletrain. - .-
- rebuilt.

span thelgenerations

Trutch solved the problem by using mules
to bring in bales of wire. Then the wire was
twisted into steel cable at the bridge site.

During the opening ceremony, a four horse
team pulled a wagon loaded with 2,727 kilo-
grams of freight out to the middle of the
bridge. Even under this weight, the hand-
built bridge sagged less than 63 millimetres,

* about the diameter of a pencil.

The bridge was named Alexandra Bridge
after Princess Alexandra of Wales. The origi-
nal bridge was badly damaged during the
Fraser River flocd of 1894, It was replaced in
1926 when the Fraser Canyon Highway was

Today a modern highway bridge, opened in
1962, spans the Fraser at Alexandra. As you

* eross this bridge, look upriver. The second

bridge, now almost 60 years old, still stands.

. In return for building roads and bridges,
the contractors were allowed to collect a toll
or fee from travellers who used their section

" ofthe wagonroad.

Freight wagons crossing Alexandra

=t Bridge, for example, had to pay $8.14 per

1,000 kilograms, A stage coach pulled by four
or more horses paid £2. Joseph Trutch had the

" rightto collect these tolls for seven years.

In less than three years this amazing road
was finished. Remarkably, the total cost of
building the 640 kilometres was only $1,250,

.. 000, anaverage cost of $1,953 per kilometre.

During the 1950s the road through the can-

: yon was rebuilt. New tunnels were drilled, the

road was made wider, and many steep curves
were eliminated. The cost, however, was
much higher than in 1863, One stretch of road-

, way only 1.5 kilometres long cost $823,149.

A% Dave Martin Is a teacher-consultant with
- 1:the Vancouver school district,
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North Vancouver, B. C.
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Document 19.

Our File: ALEXANDRA BRIDGE
August 13, 1980

Secretary-Treasurer
Fraser-Cheam Regional District

46208 Airport Road =

Chilliwack, B. C.
V2P 1A5

Dear Sir:

Re: Class 'A' Provincial Park Proposal
. - Alexandra Bridge

The attached pages summarize a study that will propose the estab-
lishment of a Provincial Park at Alexandra Bridge. Your comments would
be appreciated at this time, in advance of the normal clearance proce-
dure of Lands and Housing Regional Operations Division.

The intention here is for Provincial Parks to assume jurisdiction
of the existing U.R.E.P. Reserve and two other small parcels currently
under the wing of the Ministry of Highways (1928 bridge approach re-
serve and a gravel reserve west of Highway #1).

The Provincial Park would provide expanded roadside picnicking op-
portunities and focus on the outstanding interpretive potential of the
historic site. In addition, a campground with 50 units is proposed for

the east side of the highway. Access to and from both sides of the high-
vay will be upgraded.

Except for service vehicles, pedestrian traffic only will be al-

lowed down the old highway, over a new level crossing (CNR tracks) and
to the bridge itself.

Please direct your comments to the undersigned by Sepiember 1, 1980.

If you have any specific queries, do not hesitate to telephone me at
929-1291. Thank you.

Your .

we

D. RY Bruce
Regional Master Planner

URB/mid
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF A
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS OF THE REGIONAL
DISTRICT OF FRASER CHEAM ON
JUNE 10, 1980 )

FREEMAN )

Resolved that Provincial park
o ( P management at

Sasquatch and Chilliwack Lake Parks be improved;
that when additional Provincial parks are oPeneé
in the Region that adequate funding is available
to assure proper management; and that priority

be given to the development of a campground in
the Fraser Canyon area.

Carried
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF A
PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN CONNECTION
WITH THE UPDATE OF THE OFFICIAL
REGIONAL PLAN IN BOSTON BAR ON
MAY 1, 1980

Recreation Development:

The area has great recreational potential, and
strong opinion was expressed that few incentives

are provided ‘at present for growth in this
the economy.

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

sector of
Specific proposals included:

A major re-stocking program by Fisherxries on

the Nahatlach system which has very few

fish at present.

Development of improved camping facilities in
the Nahatlach Valley.

Release of Crown land and development of cottage
sites in the Nahatlach Valley.

Development of a "rest area" for tourists along
the Trans-Canada in the vicinity of Boston Bar.

Development of a Provincial Park with camping
facilities in the area. This proposal was dis-
cussed in the context of competition with private
enterprise, but the concensus was that little
competition existed and that different markets
were served by public and private campgrounds.
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How many txmes have you crossed
the graceful, cumng span of the §
Alexandra Bndge in the Fraser Can- B
yon? - .. RS ey ST

Ever wondered about the hlstory
behind the old bridge a few hnndred
metres upstream? - % % :

- Well, wonder no more! 5

Some ' interesting - tldblts of the .
history  of this structure, - located .
halfway "between Yale and Boston -
Bar, are enough to t'empt you to stop -

Y
T KEAET

- and walk down to view this 1mportant ' 3
‘monument to our pioneers. Tl R ‘%' i
* Actually, although it may not be 2 e?_-‘{

readlly visible, two bridges were blult
at the present old-bridge site. All
, - three, including the structure cur- = B
rently in use, bore the name A!exan- ,, .h

e
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The fitst bndge was bmlt by i-g:.;
Joseph W. Trutch as part of the R

£
s

contracts he held for the Canboo
Wagon Road. . - -

Mr. Trutch received his eontract
early in 1863 and, not being one to - fra
waste ‘time, hired San Francisco  [ENSE
engineer A.S. Halledie and set to
work. By September of that year,
- the bndge had been designed, con-
" structed, load tested and opened to

traffic. e {87 ALY AT RRIBGE is.worth the shou:t walk:down from the present highway route




 Mr. "

Alexandra, :Princess of Wales) span-
ned 82 metres, bridging the entire

" ‘narrowest point below Hell's Gate.
Despite the short construction
* timetable, it was no makeshift job.
" The bridge stood up to the traffic

of thousands of gold-seekers, mules, -

horses, cattle, and even a few camels
before the completion of the Cana-

the canyon road impassable.
‘Though no longer maintained, the
first bridge continued to carry. local.
traffic until the 1894 great flood. X
The closure of the canyon road and
the bridge’s final demise heightened
interior dependence on the railway.
After considerable public pressure
—probably brought on by CPR
frelght rates—the provincial govern-
ment, in the early 1920s, decided to
rebuild the road and the bridge.

A Trutch’s ‘bridge ™ (officially” ™
named in honor' of the Princess . .y either of its pi:edccessors—-stri-

- kes and steel shortages having been

* . dian Pacific Railway in 1885 made

The design and construction of the -

second Alexandra Bridge became the -
Carruthers,
bridge engineer for the provincial~

responsibility of A.L.

department public works.

Design work began in early 1925
and the bridge was completed and
load-tested by August 1926.

Despite the canyon highway’s in-

- adequacy for the rapldly-xmpromg
automobile, the bridge remained in
service until the early 1960s. -

The third ‘and present Alexandra

Bridoe ook much loneer to build

width of the Fraser River at its J,I-'_.;nvente_d by this tme.

o It is also a much larger bridge, ‘

" boasting a 245-metre span compared
“to 84 metres for Mr._ Carruthers'
bndge ,
With the compietlon of the present '
crossing in 1963, Mr. Carruthers’

- . Structure, like Mr. Tratch’s before n, .
became obso!ete

Howcver. thanks to the presenta-';
twns of a few interested individuals,

- the old bridge was not demolished. .
~ Through the efforts of the historic

sites division, parks branch, recrea-
tion .and conservatiom department,
- the bridge was designated an hlstonc
_site in 1974. |
A provincial picnic mte on the
highway's west side, just upstream
from the new bridge, makes an ideal

stopping place to break the monotony
of a long trip. - ,

A short walk down the old highway
leads to Mr. Carruthers’ bndge and a
- glimpse of the past.

If you are parttcularly observant
you may see the remains of Mr.
Trutch’s bridge and the old Cariboo
road i

You may.even catch a glimpse of
an old fur brigade trail that. once
* linked the interior to the coast via
- Anderson Creek and the Nlcola Val-

lev.
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HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA™ ~ ~  focuwment®

Extract from the Hinuteé-of the '
Meeting of November 28, 29, and 30, 197{% -

Approved by the Minister
May 31, 1976.

' -"Joseph William Trutch

that Joseph Willtiam Trutch is of national

historic significance and should be
commemorated by a plaque on the Spuzzum

Suspension Bridge on the Fraser Canyon

in British Columbia.

b b
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Construction of the CPR destroyed much of the
Cariboo Wagon Road in the Fraser Canyon and
the route wasn't re-opened until 1926 with a
new Alexandra suspension bridge. Shown
above, lis design Is the same as the original. It
was even built In the same localion, although
six feet higher above the river.

The present bridge Is Just upstream, with a
close-up on the opposite page. Bullt ata cost of
nearly $5 million, It Is one of the largest of its
type In the world.

-
The first bridge at Alexandra, opposite, was
completed In 1853 ot a cost of $35,000. It was
the first suspension bridge In the West and be-
came a famous landmark on the Carlboo
Wagon Road.
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On the Trans-Canada_Highway near the
community of Spuzzum in the Fraser Can-

A . yon is Alexandra Bridge. Completed in

(3

4 el AT
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1962, the steel and concrete structure
arches 130 feet above the Fraser River
and spans over a quarter mile, the second
largest bridge of its type in the world. In
addition to this claim to international stat-
us, it maintains a tradition started over a

. century ago since it is the third bridge to

span the river at Spuzzum. The origi-.
was completed as part of the Cariboo
Wagon Road in 1863, the first suspension
bridge in what is now Western Canada.
Although the pioneer bridge cost only
$45,000 compared with $5 million for its
modern counterpart, it vgés no less a mar-
vel of engineering achievement. Fortu-
nately, a complete description of it still
survives in the Public Archives at Victoria.

But before looking at the details of the
‘pioneer structure and the first suspension
bridge built in the west, here is some his-
torical background to explain its location
and reason for being built.

Spuzzum was recognized as a potentia
crossing place in the 1840°'s when the

¥ Hudson's Bay Company, searching for :

convenient way to the upper reaches o
the Fraser and to the Inte--" - ot the coun
try, examined a number ¢ -:utes. But the
difficulties encountered in the Frase
Canyon discouraged the great fur com
pany and trails were developed througl
other valleys. Then the 1858 gold rush t
the Fraser which brought some twenty
five thousand men to the region, change:
the picture. Governor Douglas of the new
ly established colony of British Columbi
asked his officials to make a re-exar

._ination of the Canyon. In the meantime, a
*._the restless miners moved upstream i

search of gold, Franklin Way establishe
aferry near Spuzzum by stretching cable
over the river and utilizing the power «
the river to push his boat across.

It was some time, however, before go’
ernment officials decided that the ma
road to the Interior would be through tt
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In August 1863, Second Corporal J.C. White of
the Royal Englneers made the above tracing of

the plan of the original suspenslion bridge at Al-
exandra.

Fraser Canyon. Chief Justice Matthew
Baillie Begbie examined the Canyon and
reported to Governor Douglas in April
1859 that he doubted whether a satisfac-
tory road could be built along the Fraser.
Late in 1858 a trail had been slashed
around the Canyon to Lillooet and in 1860
it was widened to a wagon road. But the
Canyon was not abandoned. The Royal
Engineers located a possible route on the
west bank of the river between Fort Yale
and Spuzzum and in the summer of 1860
work was undertaken on a new trail along
this part. Then in 1861 Governor Douglas
outlined a plan as bold as anything pre-
viously undertaken in North America. An
18-foot-wide wagon road was to be con-
structed through the Fraser Canyon from
Fort Yale to end some four hundred miles
north at the Cariboo goldfields.

This development, of course, brought
the problem of bridging the river to the
fore. Richard Hicks, government agent at
Yale, realized the potential of the Spuz-
zum site and suggested to Douglas that
A good bridge could be erected ata very
small cost at Spuzzum . . . and a small toll
levied until the bridge was paid for.” Then
in October 1861, Sergeant McColl of the
Royal Engineers reported that he had
found a location at which a bridge could
be built. The following year tenders were
invited for construction.

Early in 1863, Joseph William Trutch,
who later became B.C.’s first Lieutenant-
governor, was awarded the contract. He
chose as his designer and builder, A. S.
Halladie of San Francisco, a man whose
success as a builder of suspension
bridges in California had won him wide-
spread recognition, and who was to gain
more lasting fame for his work in helping

- establish San Francisco's cable cars

"
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which are still in operation and carry
some 10 million people a year. Halladie
quickly completed the structure. On Sep-
tember 12, 1863, the Victoria newspaper,
the British Colonist, described the build-
ing of the bridge and the finished product
in vivid detail: - i

*It is admirably situated, at a co
traction of the river, where the bed-roci
rises almost perpendicular on both sides,
the towers springing up almost immedi-
ately over the water, and the bridge, hav-,
ing a clear span of 268 feet, gives to the
structure a great appearance of magnifi-
cence and boldness. At low water the
roadway of the bridge will be 90 feet
above the stream, and the highest rise of
this year's water was 26 feet below the

_lowest point of the bridge. 1

“The timber for this work was cut in the
forests near the spot, and all sawing was
done by hand. The tower timbers are each
20 inches square. Supporting the cables
are 16 of these sticks, each 26 feet 6 inch-
es long, 4 sticks being framed together by
means of 14 girth timbersand 17, 1% inch
wrought-iron boits, spread at bottom, -
resting on heavy sills, and coming togeth-
er at the top, forming a pyramid of mas-
sive timber. On the summit is fitted a
heavy cast-iron saddle, covering the
whole of the timbers, and keeping the
cable which rests on it in position; this
arrangement forms one of the towers,
there being in all four of them, two ateach
end of the bridge. These towers are
erected on massive granite piers o excel-
lent masonry, the piers being 32 feetlong
by 12 feet wide on top. The sione was
quarried out at the spot, and the lime
employed was obtained six miles [rom the
bridge, where an excellent quatity of lime-
stone had been discovered in grading th?!
road.

“The cables, of wh lch there are two, ar¢/ _
each 4% inches in diameter, 528 tealf'
lony, and are composed of 1264 wires
I~id up in linseed oil, and protected exlﬂé}
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nally by a coating of tar, pitch and oil
boiled together, and payed on while hot;
each of these cables weighs 12 tons. They
were completely finished before being put
over the towers; they were manufactured
at a point half a mile from the bridge and
transported to the bridge on 25 trucks
built for that purpose.

“The current at this point when the river
is high is extremely rapid and dangerous.
A small line Y% inch thick was first taken
across by means of a canoe going a long
distance up the river and dropping down
as it crossed; then a stronger line was
taken across by means of the small one,
and finally a wire cable 1% inch in diame-
ter, was placed in position and firmly
anchored on both sides of the river; by
means of this small cable the larger ca-
bles we now see and to which the entire
bridge is attached, were taken over and
put in position.

“These cables are secured on the west
side by means of massive bolts, 3% inch-
es in diameter, each set four feet into the
hard bed rock; and on the east side by
means of granite masonry, built under-
ground sixty feet in the hill from the
roadway. The cables hang with a deflec-
tion of 20 feet. Attached to each cable,
equi-distant and five feet apart are 52 sus-
pension rods, 1% inches in diameter, of
various lengths, shortening towards the
centre, in such a manner as to give the
roadway below a curve of two feet raise in
the span. Attached to the lower end of
these rods and sustained by two nuts are
52 beams, each 17 feetlong, 14 by 6 inch-
es, set up edgewise; on these beams the
platform is built, with 7 sets of stringers, 3
by 10, firmly bridged on the top of which is
the planking, 4 inches thick; thisis all bolt-
ed together by means of %-inch bolts, no
nails or spikes being used in the platform.

“Attached to the cables and platform
direct, and on each side of the bridge, is
an arrangement of diagonal bracing, very
light in appearance, forming an effective
truss, and rendering the bridge perfectly
rigid. From the platform four wire guys are
fastened to the rock in each bank; thus by
means of the truss and guys, all undula-
tion or oscillation is entirely prevented.

“The distance between the cablesis 14
feet, thus giving ample room for all the
traffic likely to pass over it.

“The cables and ironwork are painted
black, the timber and woodwork white.”

The bridge, named Alexandra in honor
of the Princess of Wales, was tested with a
four-horse team pulling a wagon loaded
with three tons. It sagged less than one-
quarter of an inch. Until 1869 Trutch col-
lected tolls in order to pay for his con-

. struction costs but then sold his interest.
. Shortly thereafter ownership passed to

the B.C. government which discontinued
collecting tolls on September 21, 1870.
For over twenty years the bridge was a
familiar landmark to the drivers of the
stagecoaches and lumbering freight
wagoens, to miners, merchants and all oth-
ers heading into Interior B.C. Then during
the 1880's construction of the CPR
destroyed much of the Wagon Road
through the Canyon and the route was
closed. The bridge fell into disuse and
during the great flood of 1894, parts of the
decking were carried away. In July 1912
the local road superintendent, Dan Suth-
erland, cut the cables because of thedan-
ger of accident to those pedestrians who
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continued to use the bridge. Thereafter all
that remained were the piers — and the
memory of a noble structure.

Today, a cairn at the western approach
to the modern Alexandra Bridge helps to
keep this memory alive. Although it is
dedicated to the Royal Engineers, its sen-
timent applies to all those who helped
build the Cariboo Wagon Road over a
century ago. It reads, in part: **. . . incom-
memoration of the work . . . and.in
respectful admiration of the skill and
energy displayed . . .from 1859 to 1863 in
the construction of the original Cariboo
Highway through the Fraser Canyon, this
tablet is erected and dedicated.” - g
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The Registry of designated sites and objects is a compilation of
all known heritage designations in the province of British

Columbia.
It has been compiled for the convenience of easy reference and

will be updated annually.
If a designation has been omitted please notify:

Resource Information Centre
Heritage Conservation Branch
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, B,C.
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Archaeological and Historic Sites Protection Act
Heritage Conservation Act

Historic Objects Preservation Act

Section 714A of the Municipal Act

Vancouver Charter

Ministerial designation

Order=in-Council
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REGIONAL DISTRICT: FRASER-CHEAM

35

LOCATION

NAME

AUTHORITY

Provincial

Hope Slide area

Yale Indian Reserve #21
L.S.15, Section 24, Tp.7,
R.26, W6M

S.E..quarter of L.S.8,
Section 2, Tp.9,. R.26, WEM

Lot 1.B, Group 1, Y.D.Y.D.

Municipal
Chilliwack

44 Spadina Avenue

Dewdney Trail or Engineers'
Road, the Royal Engineers'
Grave and Memorial Cairn

Milliken

Alexandra Bridge

Alexandra Lodge

City Hall

AHSPA,

AHSPA,

AHSPA,

AHSPA,

m.d., April 18, 1974

m.d., May 26, 1961

m.d., March 13, 1974

m.d., February 1, 1974

HCA, by-law 99, January 26, 1981



Document 26.

REGIONAL DISTR!C OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

_ August 12, 1985
The Hon. Suzanne Blais-Grenier,
Minister of Environment,
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OH3

Dear Madam Minister:

Thank you for your letter of June 6, 1985, concerning
our proposal for the establishment of a "Fraser Canyon National
Historic Park", which was received by the Regional District
Board at its regular meeting on July 16th.

We were disappointed to read your second paragraph
which implies a narrow and limited interpretation of our
proposal. It is certainly true that we would welcome federal
recognition of the bridge structure itself, of its engineer
Mr. Trutch and of the Hudson's Bay Fur Brigade Trail, but our
proposal is altogether more wide-ranging than this. It
emphasizes the national significance, and the umigue convergence
at this site, of a range of interpretive themes focussed upon,
but not limited to, the history of transportation engineering
as it relates to stages of economic and political development.
Not only is the site one of outstanding natural and heritage
resource values, but it spans both major trans-continental
railways, the Trans-Canada Highway and the Fraser River.

Please be assured that our Board is indeed convinced
of the exceptional national significance of the Fraser Canyon
and of the feats of transportation engineering which enabled
Canadians to reach the Pacific coast through this route. The
current extent of Federal recognition of the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada in 1976 is documented in our brief
(document 23), and we would urge your Ministry and Board to give
serious consideration to our more ambitious proposal.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

/,,bhn Jansen
/ .

: Chairman of the Board
c.c. Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P.

JJ:im

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

September 30, 1985

File # 10-35-85-111

Hon. Tom McMillan
Minister of Environment
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OA6

Dear Mr. Minister;

RE: PROPOSED FRASER CANYON NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

As you may know, the Regional Board approached
your predecessors in an attempt to gain federal recognition

for the historic site at Alexandra Bridge, in the Fraser
Canyon.

I would like to take this opportunity to impress
on you that the Regional District Board is convinced of the
major national historic significance of transcontinental
transportation linkages and of the Fraser Canyon corridor
as a site. We have been disappointed in the past that our
proposal for a Fraser Canyon National Historic Park has
been interpreted too narrowly in the context of the historic
significance of the extant artifacts and especially the
suspension bridge. We certainly agree that the suspension
bridge would form an ideal centrepiece for the proposed
park. Our brief to your Ministry, however, pleads for
recognition of the Canyon and it's transportation routes as '
a vital and historic component of national unity, confederation
and access to the Pacific Coast. I would ask that you
review our proposal in this broader context, and trust that
you will award it the priority which we feel it deserves.

.--2

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, Brilish Columbia V2P 7K4



Hon. Tom McMillan -2~ September 30, 1985

I am enclosing an additional copy of our earlier
brief on this matter for your personal attention. Regretably,
this copy does not have the coloured photographs which were
included in the original, but you may find it of interest.

I look forward to your early attention to this

matter.
Yours truly,
ORIGINAL SIGNED
£ J. Jansen
Chairman of the Regional
/pcp

cc; Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P.
Hon. Tom Waterland, M.L.A. Minister of Forests
Director Lloyd Forman, Electoral Area "A"
Director Mary MacQueen, Electoral Area "B"
"Dr. Charles Humphries, Professor, University of B.C.
Mr. Russell Irvine, Heritage Conservation Branch, Victoria.

Boa»
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAMN]

, 8430 CESSNA DRIVE
October 18, 1985 CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4
PHONE 792-0061

DEPT.

W REPLY QUOTE

e ne 10=-35-85-111

Hon. Tom McMillan
Minister of Environment
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OA6

Dear Mr. Minister:

RE: PROPOSED FRASER CANYON NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

Further to the letter dated September 30th from the
Chairman of the Regional Board we would like to express as
elected officals representing the Fraser Canyon, our personal
support for the proposed National Historic Park, and to convey
to you the strong feelings of support which exist in the
local communities. We are fortunate in this case that the
project would be complementary, and in no way disruptive,
to local enterprises, communities and private interests.

We believe also that the Fraser Canyon National Historic
Park would quickly become one of the most visited parks in
the entire system. Located, as it is, astride the Trans-
Canada Highway in one of the most scenic stretches of its
entire route, visitorship and revenues would be high.

Recent discussions with Dr. Charles Humphries, Acting
Chairman of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada,
emphasized the concern, which cannot be ignored, for frugal
management of limited Federal funding and we are indeed
sympathetic to your problems in this respect because we face
similar dilemmas at a much smaller scale on our Regional
Board. However, we know that the Provincial government has
already expressed a willingness and intention to invest
sufficient development and management funds at the Alexandra
Bridge site to justify its status as a Class A Provincial
Park and it seems likely that a cost-shared development could
be undertaken with minimal strain on Federal resources.

seminevemsel



October 18, 1985 Page 2

]

We again urge your

favourable review of our proposed
National Historic Park.

Yours truly,

o'

Director Mary MacQueen
Electoral Area "B"

Dl

Director Lloyd Forman
Electoral Area "A"

/kmg

c.c. Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P.
Hon. Tom Waterland, M.L.A., Minister of Forests
Dr. Charles Humphries, Professor, University of B.C.
Mr. Russell Irvine, Heritage Conservation Branch, Victoria
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Octoben 24, 1985.

The Hon. Tom McMilLan,
Ministern of Environment
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear M. MeMillan:

Re: Proposed Frasen Canyon National Histonic Park

We would Like to take this opporntunity to Amphess on you That
Rainbow Country Visitons' Association 44 convinced of the majon
national histornic signifigance of trhans-continental transportation
Linkages and of the Frasern Canyon corrnidon as a site.

We are the Zounist association representing the Fraser-Chean
Regional Distnict, and §ully and wholeheartedfy support the
point of view taken by the Regional District.

Yours sincenely,

TBOW COUNTRY VISITORS' ASSOCIATION

PETER \DELLEMAN
PRESITGENT

cc: Ross Belsher, M.P.
The Hon. Tom Waterland, Minister of Fonrests, Vx.c,tow B.C.
(Dr. P. Cave, Directon aﬁ PLanning, Regional Disirict 05 Frasern-Chean
Mr. Ron Hagen, Economic Development 0f4.icen &

/s4c
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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
TELEPHONE (604) 228-2663

Mr. Lawrence Friend
Assistant Secretary

#217 — 1984 WEST MALL
VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA
V6T 1W5

November 1, 1985

Historic Sites and Monuments

Board of Canada
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 1G2

Dear Mr. Friend:

Document 30.

o
-

ReCEIVED

I have read the proposal from the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam
for a Fraser Canyon National Historic Park and write to support the

suggestion and to offer a

brief comment.

The site is dramatic beyond words, and its national significance
overwhelming. Essentially, it is the funnel through which pass the
transportation systems that have allowed first British Columbia and then a

trans-continental Canada to exist.

In 1862 Roval Engineers built the wagon

road that gave the British Columbian interior a port in British territory
and, in the turbulent conditions of gold rushes dominated by American
miners, allowed a British territory to survive north of the 49th parallel.
Twenty years later the C.P.R. was built through the same gorge, the promised
railway that brought British Columbia into Confederation and on which,

eventually, a trans-continental economy would depend.

Later another

railway (the Canadian Northern), then an automobile highway connecting the
interior and, finally, the Trans-Canada Highway

Lower Mainland to the B.C.
all would pass through the same gorge.

These are the links that have made

a trans-continental Canada feasible; in a very direct sense the national
enterprise is channelled into a few yards on either side of the Fraser River.

These layers of transportation are all represented in the proposed

park, some, of course, still in use.

From the existing Alexandra bridge,

built in 1926, one sees the old wagon road, the C.P.R. tracks, the C.N.
tracks, and the modern highway bridge -- arteries, past and present, of
a nation. It is not any single feature of transportation but the assemblage
in an overwhelmingly dramatic site that gives this short stretch of the

Fraser River its poignancy and meaning.

Nowhere else in Western Canada is

so much that has been essential for this nation packed into so small a space.

The highway bridge of 1926 is the appropriate focus of the park, as it
stands midway between the first and most modern transportation in the canyon;
more incidentally, it reveals much about expectations for the automobile
and the state of highway engineering early in the automobile age. Of course
the theme of transportation, crucial to this country, is the theme around

which this park would be planned.

Harold Innis would have loved this place.

. /2




Mr. Lawrence Friend -2 - November 1, 1985

The site should be developed cautiously, with full appreciation of
its meaning and as little modification as possible. The costs would not
be large; for a relatively modest expenditure and with sensitive hands at
the helm, this could be one of the most original and telling of the national
historic parks in Canada.

I will comment more fully if you wish.
Yours sincerely,

//j“é /\/l?-—--z..f

R.C. Harris
Professor

CH/sp
cc: The Honourable Tom McMillan

Dr. Charles Humphries
Dr. Peter Cave
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Box 35, Whistler, B.C.

VON 1B0

— Whistler 932-5535
Py —— Vancouver Direct 688-6018
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i MRS o Noverber S5th, 1985.
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Hon. Tom McMillan,
Minister of Environment,
House of Caommons,
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Mr. Minister:

Re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

Although I have no direct connection with Fraser—Cheam
Regional District I would like to support its idea concerning a
national park. I do this because I am concemed with developing
the tourist potential of the Howe Sound-Fraser Canyon looo which
passes through Whistler.

It does seem a worthy proposal about an historic site I would

enjoy visiting. I don't see why many others should not feel the
same.

Yours sincerely,

pa

c.c. Ella Pretty,
Regional District of Fraser—-Cheam
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Pale and BDisgtrict gﬂiﬁinximl ﬁnzizi:g

P.O. Box 74, Yale, B.C. VOK 2S0

Novermber 8, 1985

Hon. Tom McMillan MP
Minister of Environment
Cttawa, Ontario.

K1A OA6

Dear Sir:

At our November 4th. 1985 ceneral meeting the vote was carried

in favour of the proposal - that the Alexandra Bndge site be declared;
Fraser Canyon Mational Heritage Park..

This is an ideal site to centre around the theme "tramsportatmn
in British Columbia and Canada - with additional interests such as
salmon, the Cariboo Wagon Poad, Indians, Fraser Canyon etc.

Please give this proposal your profound'oonsideratiorn.
Yours very truly,
C'//-\.’,' Lnl gzpécrv"

n (Mrs.)
Dres 1dent

c.c. Hon. Tom Waterland MLA
Minister of Forests
Parliament Puildings
Victoria, B.C. V2V 1X4

Hon. Ross Belsher MP
Fraser Valley East
House of. Commons
Ottawa, Ont. K1A OAR6

Mrs. Mary MacQueen Director Area "B"
Regional Districtof Fraser Cheam
Box 63, Yale, B.C.

enclosure:



B Mk A et kY A A AW LALSAN RTL d oA A )L

"M ATRA BPIDGE SITE BE DECIAUED §
NATIONAL HERTTAGE PLP¥.

! }f ‘ /¢ Labie oér /-./.,;/, ;....-.

Yl faaenesns BN o el s 2
L
N .2 '.,/ % A . ‘ )
e iR ke )c.c:)- L;;’ :{é{f} C ¢ é'f,,,._ Lt A ﬂ/‘%, c,()/qf:

/if‘;"v.(.(.( 4 /r..u’\ czb;w»ﬁ 3 l:l’?)?.-rg"‘*"(f&i = %“L 1(“

C

/".I

'/(/‘_' / e ( /’7/?:-"&"", /’,f"#- (’ /MM = e 72’*—,—.’-’-1-5 4:-—:..-.//4:::’

P & <
/ "':.c)/-/v'c 3 —..:.),-_1, Pt s /5"‘1‘7,0 [/ 2 /’c-“

ZZM oL //f’?""j ?)1&,0,(,@“_. 2/’)-5‘7 12 ia éj oj‘
/ Hfir— Ba— %”Z gc’ o SEnez

/_.c Pl

:-'-—:51 L - -, .‘. (:-/-/ ;"/‘.:-

P e L A L g Tt
7y g " Ly vmr . FTO
Lol W . f/mx.?_ﬂa%a/! 2, 7%u, /é?/ —‘56'

; ~ . ;'/ . g~ '/é

F D 3.2 JF0els S Gty 2ot 4 p
NS R ~ 7 N iy Cornerls fiiitren, 44’\' \/?""'" """'"
‘V/ 7w B w 174 t -

Vf v )’?z ! e P s 0 4

.f A/V(éf Y Y éfwffw B e ehort adescs (3 M(él_/f

/Jﬁmh\_- Cjﬂ«@ /#fxg/w //2«-"6———?

T TR CO% !
- DT
/)65;':!- /’4/: ,5)/ 7AC CcAvA

Lorts
} dail | T e e
gfmé 5/{2@# bt 7 'j{z,/ & | |

2

——‘z( 4?//”14”*"’/ ; é’ < A/
AR A Y )‘ﬂ;ﬁw

(- . Lo

icar o L, c,/’ AS’JO’["\—’ L

A el Gm)yfoofr . ROJ\ B,

n 1) C//J "‘-’(fJﬁ"/‘-/

’

t'."f’r'.,‘.-‘ 4 \/‘, 4 :—}’. d: ] 6?// QKWM /gj AﬁrCA/- § é- :-..-.; T'

o o



f’\‘ ._'/'.'.,_--‘ s (-/.4(;"-, 3 7,/: {? .77,":‘ a{:-":}’) - ‘“( ._-— U :

f‘;., '
1 .. - - . oo e
\“.L‘,-' ‘“‘—-mx};&}t =2 X D v \ & N\ Al Q N x \k« ® Nk

. (_%K)f ([m é%?d?ufc MT(Lf%CQ 5
vV #

- o / L Croe=".n oy . o -
‘. ./ /‘((’;t(,'_.-' ~t F AT I e st [{:'-,t -t A/

s 75

,!’ - "
ety . et e
:{// ¥

P ¢* e o

P N 5 *--..\\\\__-_\\k \\-‘ qﬂ.&.L‘t}

{ Loy G ¥ e
@’(/5% pentd, . BOLED %a/;u%% 2l B %'5’9

}56 N7t 3o 252?-/)715/07/1{ %@5{-’:




Document 33.
CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF NEW WESTMINSTER

P. J. LARRIN
City Clerk

CITY HALL

511 Roynl Avenue

New Westminster, B.C. VIL 1H
Telephone 521-3711

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK
1985 November 13

The Honourable Tom McMillan
Minister of Environment
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC

V8V 1X4

Dear Mr. Minister:

At the 1985 November 12 meeting of the New Westminster City
Council, the following resolution was passed:

THAT Council supports the proposal and appli-
cation to the Historic Sites & Monuments
Board of Canada by the Regional District of
Fraser-Cheam for the establishment of a

Fraser Canyon Historic Park at the Alexandra
Bridge site, near Spuzzum BC.

Yours truly,
- GRIGIMAL SIGNED BY
P.5. LASIWItd
CITY CLERK

P.J. Larkin
CITY CLERK

PJL:1lcm

c\MMrs. E. Pretty, Director
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam



| Documej':: 3}75 ( LGWEE
WN@E@AL ASS@—CEATE@N

M A 511 ROYAL AVENUE, NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. V3L 1H9 TELEPHONE: 521-3711

) 1985 November 25

NP eoat |

The Honourable Tom McMillan i
Minister of Environment i
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC

V8V 1X4

Dear Mr. Minister: ;

At the 1985 October 24 meeting of the Lower Mainland Municipal
Association, the following resolution was passed.

THAT the LMMA supports the proposal and appli-

cation to the Historic Sites and Monuments

Board of Canada by the Regional District of

Fraser-Cheam for the establishment of a

Fraser Canyon Historic Park at the Alexandra
ek Bridge site, near Spuzzum, BC.

Yours truly,

/742757 alor

P.J. LarKin
Secretary-Treasurer
Lower Mainland Municipal Assoc.

c Ella Pretty
YRegional District of Fraser-Cheam
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THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF MATSQUI

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR : f

R

o s mad i

1985 11 25 ' e

Honourable Tom McMillan
Minister of Environment
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Mr. Minister:

The Council of the District of Matsqui recently received information
on the proposal by the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam to establish

a Fraser Canyon National Historic Park at the Alexandra Bridge site
near Spuzzum, British Columbia.

One cannot travel through the Fraser Canyon without becoming
awesomely aware of the feats of transportation engineering which
enabled Canadians to gain passage through this impossible gorge to
the Pacific coast. The outstanding natural and heritage resource
values of the site at Alexandra Bridge, together with the fact that
the bridge spans both major trans-continental railways, the Trans—
Canada Highway and the Fraser River, are of-national significance.

The Matsqui Council is fully supportive of this proposed National
Historic Park, and we would encourage your favourable consideration.

Yours truly,

s;/f-;.!zy Af,;/'-—-f

Harry De Jong
Mayor
bec: Ella Pretty, Director
Electoral Area "F"

200-32115 ser Way, Clearbrook, B.C. V2T IW7  Telephone 853-2281
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THE CCRPORATION OF THE CITY OF LANGLEY

5549 - 204TH STREET, LANGLEY,B.C., V3A 1Z4

PHONE 530-3131

FROM THE OFFICEOF City Clerk PLEASE QUOTE FILE NUMBER

1985-11-27 =7

Mrs. Ella Pretty

Director

Electoral Area "F"

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam
8430 Cessna Drive

Chilliwack, B.C.

V2P 7K4

Dear Mrs. Pretty:

ALEXANDRA BRIDGE & PROPOSED NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

Langley City Council, at their November 14, 1985 meeting,
received your October 31 letter pertaining to the suagestion
that the Alexandra Bridge and surrounding area be declared a
National Historic Park in the Fraser Canyon. City Council
enthusiastically supported that recommendation and attached is
a copy of the letter that went forward to the Honourable
Minister of Environment.

Yours very truly,
CITY OF LANGLEY

S oo  =E

R. D. Wilson, CMC
City Clerk/Deputy Administrator

g{;ﬁg{jmf ‘ J‘N.‘HZ\,, u"! Mar&,{zx
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¥

<l
9 _
7 14 CITY OF VARNCOUVER
]i AL : BRITISIT COLUMBIA
) VHY IV

VAR T ey b
[ .

November 27th, 1985.
et b o0 T MAYOR

s Follaes OURT

LB W

The Honourable Tom McMillan, C o T ZTESS
Ministry of the Environment, . s,
House of Commons, G R ‘o t
OTTAWA, ONTARIO, : Ry = i)
K1A O0A6

Dear Mr. Minister:

At a meeting of the Lower Mainland Municipal Association at
the beginning of November, the proposal by the Regional District
of Fraser-Cheam for a national historic park to be established
in the Fraser Canyon was discussed and the Association resolved
to support this worthwhile national historic project.

You will know from correspondence with the Chairman of the
Regional Board for the Fraser-Cheam District that the proposed
Fraser Canyon national historic park has major national signifi-
cance as a key-link in the transcontinental transportation
routes as Canada was pushing from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean. The park is located adjacent to the Trans Canada
Highway and would be accessible to all travelling Canadians
as they tour along the Fraser Canyon corridor.

It is my sincere hope that you will give this project every
consideration and that you will find it worthy of sponsorship
and support by the Ministry of the Environment.

Yours truly,

Michael Harcourt,
MAYOR.

b.c.c. Ella Pretty, Director,
Electoral Area "F"
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,
8430 Cessna Drive, :
CHILLIWACK R r
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e THE

GRPORATION OF THP CITY OF LANGLE

5549 -204TH STREET, LANGLEY,B.C.,V3A 124

Ciry or. TaneET

PHONE 530-3131

FROM THE OFFICEOF City Clerk PLEASE QUOTE FILE NUMBER

1985-11-~-27

The Honourable Tom McMillan
Minister of Environment
House of Commons

Ottawa

Ontario
K1A 0A6

-Dear Mr. Minister:

PROPOSED FRASER CANYON NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

At a recent meeting of Langley City Council, the Council went
on record as unanimously endorsing the suggestion advanced by
the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam that the Alexandra Bridge
located on the Fraser Canyon be declared a 'National Historic
Park' site. The old Alexandra Lodge itself does have a very

colourful history and we urge your Ministry to at least have
Parks Canada study the proposal.

Yours very truly,
CITY OF LANGLEY .

R. D. Wilson, CMC
City Clerk/Deputy Administrator

RDW/jmE
c.c. Regional District of Fraser-Cheam
8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, B.C. V2P 7K4
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CENTRAL FRASER VALLEY . . ... 5 CENTRAL FRASER VALLEY
REGIONAL DISTRICT i TR o ony SRR 1) REGIONAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT

i ~n- F70982 FRASER HIOHWAY
l B.o. X 480, "ALUERQROVE! B.C. VOX 1AD
: TELEPHDNE 830-7?04! 301310

Fa\.. i '8 '-_. :..“--1...-1
O R -u_.'.-'f.:—;-(.--a P

December 3, 1985 —— i e

File: 306-1985 T

The Honourable Tom McMillan 5
Ministry of the Environment

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OA6

Dear Mr. Minister:

Re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

The Board of Directors of the Central Fraser Valley Regional District

at a meeting held on November 21, 1985 considered corres;:ondence received

from the Regional District of Fraser-—Cheam 8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack,

B.C., V2P 7K4 under the signature of Ella Pretty, Director, Electoral Area

"gF", appertaining to the above referred to subJect mattex and referring to
dxscussmns and resolutions considered at a meeting of the Lower Mainland
Municipal Association and providing an extract from the Fraser—Cheam proposal
for a national park in the Fraser Canyon. The letter requested this Regional
District support by forwarding a letter to yourself.

After a brief discussion, the following resolution was duly moved, seconded
and adopted:

"RESOLVED:

THAT the Central Fraser Valley Regional
District endorse the proposal submitted
by the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam

re Alexandra Bridge - proposed National
Historic Park."

It is therefore very respectfully requested that you give utmost consideration
to the request submitted by the Regional District of Fraser—Cheam for the establir
ment of a Fraser Canyon Nat:.onal Historic Park at the Alexandra Bridge Site near

H.V. Porter, C.A.M.,
P. Admn., C.A.O.,

Secretary-Treasurer

HVP/krt

cc: Ms Ella Pretty, Director — Electoral Area "F"
Regional District of Fraser—Cheam, Chilliwack, B.C.

Member Municipalities: Langley City; District of Langley; District of
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' __Minister_of the Environment \;,U}q-af.','gij Ministre de I'Environnement

-‘FAJ.-r .
F{:‘:’Jf".! - 4 1!9:-'-1 CANADA

HJA—N whh 19 December, 1985
J i

- PR
RLCIO &Lk j PSR NCT
OF I“ii A‘El-s: ;LE-C : LiFs i.'a‘I

His Worship Mayor Michael Harcourt,
Office of the Mayor,

Vancouver, British Columbia.

V5Y 1v4

Dear Mayor Harcourt, ‘ T

Thank you for your letter of 27 November
supporting the proposal by the Regional District of
Fraser-Cheam that a national historic park be established -in
the Fraser Canyon at the Alexandra Bridge site near Spuzzum.

At its meeting last November, the Historic Sites
and Monuments Board of Canada, my advisers on historical .
matters, considered the national significance of the
Alexandra Bridge and the submission regarding the
establishment of a park in the area.

As soon as I have had an opportunity to review and
approve the Board's recommendations regarding both the
bridge and the proposed park, I will write to you again to
inform you of my decision.

All good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

“_ -

~— -

oo S Al

Tom McMillan, P.C., M.P;
Hillsborough

Minister of the Environment

Ottawa, Canada K1A OH3
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Document 41.

JOHN . AGNEW

Box 20
8645 STAVE LAKE ST.

Municipal Hall
December 23rd, 1985. Mission, B.C. V2V 419

The Honourable Tom McMillan, ;ﬁ $L” AV % ;E
Minister of Environment, : " [
House of Commons, i > el !
Ottawa, Ontario y h ) ’
K1A 0A6 ?

Dear Mr. Minister:

Re: Alexandra Bridge - Proposed National
Historic Park

At the Regular Meeting of Council held December 16th, 1985
District of Mission by way of Resolution (attached) supported
the establishment of a Fraser Canyon National Historic Park at
the Alexandra Bridge Site in Electoral Area "A" of the Regional
District of Fraser Cheam.

Yours truly,

|

John J. Agnew,
YOR,
DISTRICT OF MISSION

JJA/ks
Encl.

cc: Regional District
of Fraser Cheam



DISTRICT OF MISSION

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF
THE DISTRICT OF MISSION

MOVED by Alderman McPherson, SECONDED by Alderman Cleven, and

RESOLVED: THAT THE DISTRICT OF MISSION FORWARD A LETTER TO THE
HONOURABLE TOM MCMILLAN, MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT,
IN SUPPORT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FRASER CANYON ..
NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK AT THE ALEXANDRA BRIDGE SITE -

IN ELECTORAL AREA "A" OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF
FRASER CHEAM.

I HEREBY CERTIFY ihe foregoing to
be a true and correct copy of a
resolution adopted by the Council
of the District of Mission on the
16th day of December, 1985.

b L0/

ACTING CLERK
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THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF KENT

OFFICE OF THE
7170 CHEAM AVENUE, P.O. BOY 70, AGASSIZ, B.C. VOM 1AD0. PHONE 798-2233

January 6, 1986 : f-‘, X N

Honourable Tom McMillan
Minister of Environment
Environment Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0Z6

Dear Mr. Minister:

RE: Alexandra Bridge - Proposed National
Historic Site ;

During 1985 the Regional District of Fraser Cheam submitted a
proposal and application to the Historical Society and Monuments
Branch of Canada for the establishment of a Fraser Canyon National
Historic Park at the Alexandra Bridge site near Spuzzum, B. C. A

copy of the proposal was forwarded to the then Minister of Environ-
ment, the Honourable Suzanna Blais Grenier.

Subsequent to the submission correspondence had been directed to
your office from the Regional District relating to their proposal.

This letter is to advise that at a regular meeting of Council of

. the District of Kent the matter for the establishment of a Fraser
Canyon National Historical Park was received and discussed. We are

pleased to advise that at that time Council gave full endorsation and

support to the proposal of the Regional District of Fraser Cheam and
the following motion is the motion of Council:

"That the Council of the District of Kent fully
supports the proposal and the application sub-
mitted by the Regional District of Fraser Cheam
to the Historical Sites and Monuments Board of
Canada for the establishment of a Fraser Canyon
National Historic Park by the Alexandra Bridge
site near Spuzzum, B. C.".

ST &



i DEGE 2

Hon. Tom McMillan
Minister of Environment
January 6, 1985 )

Yours truly,

7
V4 A
B el St
R

R. M. Conlin
Municipal Clerk

RMC/1p
p.c. Mr. Ross Belsher, MP
Hon. Tom Waterland, M.L.A., Minister of Forests
Dr. Charles Humphries, Professor, University of B. C.
Mr. Russell Irvine, Heritage Conservation Branch, Victoria
Mr. Jim Orr, Administrator, Regional District Fraser Cheam
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ZE? Document 43,
Greater Vancouver Regional District Office of the Chairman

4330 Kingsway, Bumaby, British Columbia, Canada V5H 4G8 Telephone (604) 432-6213

11 February 1986

Regional District of Fraser Cheam
8430 Cessna Drive

CHILLIWACK, B.C. e -
V2P 7K4 g .
- o‘,‘::‘; s
Attention: John Jansen 3
Chairman ; '
Board of Directors "~ /

“‘:‘\/
Dear Sir:

Re: Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

Please be advised that the GVRD Board of Directors at its 29 January
1986 meeting unanimously approved submission of a Tetter of support
for Fraser Cheam Regional District's request to the Honourable Tom
McMillan, Federal Minister of Environment, for a detailed assessment
of the Fraser Cheam National Historic Park proposal on the groumnds
that the Fraser River Canyon is a historic transportation corridor of
national significance.

Yours truly,

L. B

Mayor Ross
Chairman
GVRD Board of Directors

VV/cdp



Document 44. /-2 - ;7

WL
‘[‘-‘{":“&L‘g / l9 } a? < - /

Parliamentary Secretary *ﬁ“‘i"r" -';-H’;{ Secrélaire parlementaire

|
to the Minister of the Environment {IJ;':;"? »  du ministre de I‘Environnemy 4 a0 as A
i e Tl &5
; ) kg "

28 February, 1986

Mrs. Mary MacQueen,

Mr. Lloyd Forman,

Directors, -
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,

8430 Cessna Drive,

Chilliwack, British Columbia.

V2P 7K4

Dear Mrs. MacQueen and Mr. Forman,

Thank vou for your letter of 18 October, 1985,
expressing your personal support of the proposal by the
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam that a national
historic park be established in the Fraser Canyon at the
Alexandra Bridge site near Spuzzum.

At its meeting in November 1985, the Historic . .
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, the Minister's
advisers on historical matters, considered the question
of the possible national significance of the Alexandra
Bridge, and the submission regarding the establishment
of a park in the area.

As soon as the Minister has had an opportunity
to review and approve the Board's recommendations
regarding both the bridge and the proposed park, I will
write to you again to tell you his decision.

Sincerely yours,

C)Cu--\ h-?w»b\;_.

Gary Gurbin, M.P.

R E’:C k. RV Bruce-Grey

MAR 1 91986 Parliamentary Secretary to
ERp— the Minister of the
REGICH AL DISTRICT Bnvironment
OF FRASER-CIIDAM

T =

Ottawa, Canada K1A 0AB



Minister of the Environment

Ministre de I'Environnement

Document 45.

Mr. John Jansen,

Chairman of the Board,

cnﬁsbn
3 March,

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,

8430 Cessna Drive,

Chilliwack, British Columbia.

V2P 7K4

Dear Mr. Jansen,

1986

(BT VED

APR 281980
SICT

REGICRiAL BT
OF FRESER-C

M

-
-

I am pleased to respond to your letter of

12 August, 1985,
Blais~Grenier,

to my predecessor,

the Honourable Suzanne
concerning your proposal for a natiomal

historic park at the site of the Alexandra Bridge im the

Fraser Canyon.

enclosure of 30 September.

I have also received your letter and
I regret the delay in replying.

Your proposal is ambitious and imaginative;

clearly, you have put a lot of thought into it.

Natt ional

historic parks, however, are established only in the most

exceptional of circumstances,

where historic resources of

national significance demand protection and interpretation

by the federal government.

At its meeting in Novemlber 1985,

the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada comsidered
the possible national significance of the Alexandra Bridge,
a resource associated with the theme of transportation. At
present, your proposal can be examined only in that 1light,
as we have not yet undertaken a major study of
transportation in Canada and are unable to do so in the

immediate future.

Your submission, and a background paper currently
being prepared in-house, will be tabled before the Board.
If the Board believes that the Bridge is of national
architectural or historic significance, it will advise me on
the level of involvement it feels would be appropriate for

the Parks Service.
following options:
plaque;

other factors,

acting on its recommendation.

Oltawa, Canada K1A OH3

The Board may recommend one of the
that the Bridge be commemorated with a
that we consider some form of co-operative
arrangement to preserve the resource;
historic park be established at the site.

or that a national

While the Board's
advice with respect to the appropriate form of commemoration
is crucial, our policy requires us to examine a number of

including our current priorities, before

cees/2



In light of the above, and while awaiting the
outcome of the Board's deliberations, I urge you to explore
the possibility of involving the Government of British
Columbia in the interpretation of the Canyon and its
history. The Province, which has recognized the importance
of the Bridge site and has set aside lands there for a

provincial park, may well -be interested in acting on your
proposal.

I hope the information I have provided clarifies
the Parks Service's position on this matter. I will, of
course, write to you again to advise you of the decision
concerning the Alexandra Bridge site as soon as I have

reviewed and approved the minutes of the Board's November
meeting.

All good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

e

Tom McMillan, P.C., M.P.
Hillsborough

Minister of the Enwironment



Room 488 West Block
House of Commons
Onawa, Ontario

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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Document 46

33790 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, B.C.
V25 5M4

KIA DAB ROSS BELSHER, M.P. {604) 859-4169
(613) 992.2940 FRASER VALLEY EAST Zenith 2769 - =
April 25, 1986
Mr. John Jansen . : g (N e e _—1
Chairman of the Board 1 E.-J F‘:‘!"t’_""ﬁ.\'.r?.—;‘:q;;!\
Regional District of Fraser—Cheam & NV DR SR e T ——
8430 Cessna Drive \ep > 2 E3h
Chilliwack, B.C. F30 RN Lo MRS o
V2P 7K4 11O SRR |
1 opppnn nURIEL
i i

Dear Mr.

have just received a copy of The
reply to you regarding your proposal to
National Historic Park.

Minister of Environment's
establish a Fraser Canyon

I am sorry that there is not a more definite amswer to your
proposal but I hope that when the Minister has reviewed the
minutes of the Board's November meeting that you will receive a
favourable reply. In the meantime, I would like to wish you all
the best if you decide to act on the Minister's suggestion of
involving the provincial government in this proposal.

Yours sincerely,

Ros§é Belsher, M.P.
Fraser Valley East

RB:jm
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@ The Military Engineers Museum Assn of Canada Inc

SECRETARY
C/O CANADIAN FOncrs SciaolL OF MILITARY ENGINEERING
CANADIAN FORCES DASE CHILLIWACK
Badge of First Permanent VEDDER CROSSING, B. C. vOx 120

Force Engineers 1903 PHONE (604} BS58-3311 - LocaL 261

1328-1 (CETS)

02 May 86
Yale and District Ilistorical Society
2.N. Box 74
Yale, B.C. -
VOK 2359
Attention: Sec/Treas Beth Clare
Dear Beth:

Thank you for your kind letter of 19 April 1986. During your
annual meeting, the subject of our support for the classification of
the Alexandria Bridge as an historic site was discussed. We certainly
support any endeavour which would honour the work of the Corps of
Royal Engineers in Canada. That done by the Columbia Detachment during
the construction of what is now generally referred to @as the canyon
highway, was extremely important to the development of the Province.

I would like to explain the alliance of the Corps of Royal
Canadian Engineers and the Royal Engineers, which will help you
understand our interest in this matter.

The Corps of Canadian Engineers was officially fommed the 1Ist of
July 1903, becoming the Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers the lst of
February 1904. His Majesty Edward VII, granted permission for the
adoption as a badge, the Royal Cypher, surmounted by tle Imperial Crown.
The shape of the badge was similar to the Royal Enginesrs except for
the addition of the word Canadian, and the substitutiom of the wreath
of maple leaves for the laurel leaves of the Royal Engimcers.

In February of 1926, with the gracious approval of his Majesty
King George V, an alliance was formed between the Royal Canadian
Engineers and the Royal Engineers. 1In 1931 the King approved the grant
of the honour of bearing on Canadian Engineer badges and crests the
mottoes "Ubique'" and '"Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt", (Everywhere, Where Truth
and Glory Lead) as used by the Royal Engineers. The single word "Ubique"
is borne on the collar grenades.

This alliance between the Canadian Engineers and the Royal Engineers,

was an important factor in the development of many of the customs and
traditions still in existance in the Canadian Military Engineers.

O



It is hoped this very brief explanation of the ties between
the Military Engineers of two countries will help explain our
personal interest in the Alexandria Project.

We enclose a gift for your Museum in the form of two of the
collar badges of the Royal Canadian Engineers showing the nine
flame engineer grenade with the Ubique scroll. (as a matter of
interest, the preferred pronunciation is OO-BEE-KAY)

We wish you success in your endeavours; if any further action
by the Museum of the Canadian Military Engineers in support of this

project would be helpful, please do not hesitate to ask.

Yours truly

P Z
M.P. Picters
Captain
A/Museum Liaison Officer

Enclosure: 1
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%ﬁnlz and Bistrict Historical g,%'u:cieig

P.O. Box 74, Yale, B.C. VOK 2S0

May 17, 1986

M.P. Pieters, Captain

A/Museum Liaison Officer

c/o Canadian Forces School of Military Engineering
Canadian Forces Base Chilliwack

Vedder Crossing, B.C. VDX 1Z0

Dear Mr. Pieters,

Thank you on behalf of our Society, the two collar badges of the
Royal Engineers, showing the nine flame engineer grenade with the uhique
scroll is appreciated. We will put this on display in the Historic Yale
Museum.

At our Annual meeting of April 12, 1986, President Verma Shilson
announced the support of our Society for Alexandra Bridge area as an
Historic Site. Mary McQueen, member of our Society; plus Director
Area B - Fraser Cheam Regional Distfict, also brought up the subject.
She informed the meeting, she would appreciate your support. No doubt
you will be contacted by her in the near future.

Thank you for your interest.

Yours truly,

%;?,(4‘, Pt T

Beth Clare
Secretary/Treasurer

C.C. = M. McQueen, Director Area "B"
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

File No. 10-35-86-111 May 22, 1986

The Hon. Tom McMillan,
Minister of the Environment,
House of Commons,

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0H3

Dear Mr. McMillan:

Thank you for your letter dated March 3, 1286. Maturally we are
disappointed that we do not yet have a more positive response.

You will note that our brief requests the establishment of a
"Fraser Canyon National Historic Park". In this park, the existing sus-
pension bridge would be the most visible and perhaps the most interest-
ing artifact. However, | must emphasize as strongly as possible that

the value and merits of the park do not rest upon the national historic
significance of the suspension bridge.

I must repeat that our Board considers the national historic
significance of the Fraser Canyon to be self-evident and we are entirely
persuaded that it warrants designation as a national historic park. |
would draw to your attention the letter dated November 1, 1985, from
Professor Cole Harris of U.B.C. - a man whose reputation in this field
is beyond question. Professor Harris concurs with the Board that this
site in the Canyon, above and beyond its individual artifacts, is of
fundamental significance to an understanding of national unity.

Ve look forward to hearing more positively from you in the near
future.

L

Yours truly, P
s

./--,-j,/\ : -
Py 2 "y pEe- 1
= S L.

—~John Jansen
Chairman of the Roard

C.C. Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P.
The Hon. T. Vaterland, Minister of Agriculture
The Hon. J. Kemp, Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing

JJ:im

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4

Document 4%
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM

8430 CESSNA DRIVE
May 27, 1986 CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4
PHONE 792-0061

[o- 3 =€ —11/

IN REPLY QUOTE

DEPT.

FILE No

Mr. Bud Smith, Director

The Military Engineers Museum
C.F.B. Chilliwack

Vedder Crossing, B.C.

V2X 2EO .

Deér Bud:
RE: ALEXANDRA BRIDGE PROPOSAL
Thank you, Bud, for your enthusiastic call in respect
to the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam's proposal to have
the Alexandra Bridge area declared a National Historic Park.
In the interim, I received a copy of a letter written
by Captain M. P. Pieters A/Museum Liaison Officer, to the

Yale and District Historical Society supporting our proposal.

I am enclosing four copies of the brief completed by
the Regional District as per your request.

Thank you, Bud, and if there is further information that
you require in this regard please advise. As mentioned
previously I would appreciate copies of the letters of support
so that we may update our brief on a continuous basis.

Best regards,

Ve

Mary MacQueen
Director, Area "B"
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam

/kmg

/
é/n.c. Dr. Peter Cave
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REGIONAL DISTRICT CF FRASER-CHEAM

; ‘ 8430 CESSNA DRIVE
May 27, 1986 CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4
PHONE 792-0061

Mr. Andy A. Craig

re
B.C. Pioneer Truckers oepy; -2 22:83 -$C—uy
R.R. #2 South Road Site #21 RLY Guore
Gabriola, B.C. FILE No .
VOR 1XO
Dear Andy:

It was a pleasure to meet you in Merritt during the opening
ceremonies for the Coquihalla Highway. As promised I am enclos-
ing a brief prepared by the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam
to give you an idea of just what great potential the Alexandra
Bridge site has as an interpretive centre. We are at the pre-
sent time circulating this brief with a view to having the area
declared a National Historic Park and to date the response has
been encouraging.

As discussed I feel that you may be interested in this pro-
posal and perhaps would care to write a letter of support on
behalf of the B.C. Pioneer Truckers. It was my understanding
that years ago there was a similar proposal by the Pioneer
Trucking group and the Hon. Alex Fraser, Minister of Transporta-
tion and Highways. Comments in that regard would be much
appreciated as the trucking industry played a very important
part in the development of the East and the West.

Letters of support should be addressed to the Hon. Tom
MacMillan, Minister of Environment, House of Commons, Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 026 with a copy to the Regional District of Fraser-
Cheam, 8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, B.C. V2P 7K4.

‘ Thank you, Andy, for ybur comments and I look forward to
seeing you again with more time to look through your collection
of photos and information.

Please do not hesitate to advise if I can be of any assist-
ance to you in this regard.

Best regards,

7]
2 ? : U i ’
Ly e
Director, Area "B"

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam
/kmg

.c. Dr. Peter Cave
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Tuwi'z

Tlme c
urgent_ m
creatlon
of pa,rkst

Canadian Press -
TORONTO — Canada must finda

'way to create more national parks

by the year 2000 or risk losing the
. opportunity altogether, the chair-
- man of a new national task force on
the issue says. = .. .~

“It’s clear that somethmg has to
be done; we're not'moving quickly
enough with national parks,”. John
'Theberge, professor of ecology and
resource man-, e
agement at the
University of
Waterloo said. "}

His appoint- §
ment as head of {
the eight-mem- §
‘ber task force
was announced
by federal En
vironment Min-
ister Thomas - -McMILLAN
MecMillan last week, although:the
_group began work in April. -~ «4 **

Theberge said there is broad pub-
lic support for protecting' signifi-
cant natural areas, as well as con-
siderable evidence that parks make
a significant contribution to the na-
tional and local economies.” " ¢ :

There are 31 natlonal parks in
Canada, accounting for 1.5 per cent
of the land base. By contrast, seven
other countries have set aside more
than 10 per cent of theirland base in
protected areas; about 15 coun-
tries, including the United States,
have protected about five per cent.
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM

8430 CESSNA DRIVE
CHILLIWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4
PHONE 792-0061

June 3, 1986

DEPT

IN REPLY QUOTE

The Honourable Tom McMillan, Jo- 35 -5¢ ~(f
Minister of Environment -
Government of Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OA6

Dear Mr. Minister,

Re: Alexandra Bridge - Proposed
National Historic Park

Further to my letter of May 29, 1986 regarding the above
mentioned proposal, it was with great interest that I read the
enclosed article contained in the June 2, 1986 issue of the
"Vancouver Sun'".

Needless to say, this article has acted as a stimulant
towards our efforts to promote the Alexandra Bridge site as a
National Historic Park. We firmly believe that we have a very
viable proposal and that the proposal can indeed reach fruition
with the co-operation of the Federal Government and the Provin-
cial Government.

The Fraser Canyon transportation corridor is undergoing a
trauma at the present time with the opening of the third route
to the interior of British Columbia, and I feel that the devel-
opment of a National Historic Park in this area would indeed
be a real complement to the Federal Parks system.

If there is any further information that you feel would be
of benefit, please advise.

Thank you for your anticipated interest is this very worth-
while proposal.

Yours truly,

- .
SRz " e
Mary MacQueen’,
Vice-Chairman, R.D.F.C.
Director, Area "B"
R.D.F.C.

]



The Honourable Tom McMillan
June 3, 1986

page 2

MM/mej

C.Cs Ross Belsher, M.P., Fraser Valley East

c.C The Honourable Tom Waterland, M.L.A. Yale-Lillooet
l/;.c. Dr. Peter Cave, Director of Planning, R.D.F.C.

CCy Mr. Ron Hagan, Economic Development Officer, R.D.F.C.
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Province of Ministry of Parhament Buildings

British Columbia Agriculture and Food Victona (.3
Briish Cotumbia =)
Lo

OFFICE OF THE MMUSTER

Telephone: (604) 387-1978

05 June 1986

Honourable m McMillan,
Minister o Environment,

Mr. McMillan:

Re: Establishment of a
"Fraser Canyon National Historical Park"

On May 29th, 1986, I received a copy of a letter
from Mr. John Jansen, Chairman of the Board for the
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam, regarding the
establishment of a National Park at the Alexandra Bridge
site in the Fraser Canyon.

Please be advised that this proposal has my full
support, as I feel a National Park designation would
give that badly needed boost for the "Scenic Fraser
Canyon Route". It is my hope that you will approve this

request.
Thank you.
Yours truly,
ORITEISL SICNED 9Y [AINMGTER
Tom Waterland,
M.L.A. Yale-Lillooet,
Minister of Agriculture & Food.
Encl.

c.c. Mr., J. Jansen,
Chairman of the Board,
4’2? Regional District of Fraser-Cheam

Mrs. Mary MacQueen,
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam.
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Oflice of the Minister Cabinet du ministre
of the Environmentl de I'Environnement

13 June, 1986

Mr. John Jansen,

Chairman of the Board,

Regional District of
Fraser—-Cheam,

Office of the Chairman,

8430 Cessna Drive,

Chilliwack, British Columbia.

V2P 7K4

Dear Mr. Jansen,

On behalf of the Honourable Tom McMillan, I wish
to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 22 May
concerning your request for the establishment of a Fraser
Canyon national historic park..

Please be assured your correspondence has been
brought to the Minister's attention and a reply is
forthcoming.

Yours sincerely,

a7 A L g
Holly Martel '
Special Assistant

Ollawsa, Canada K1A OH3
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Office of the Minister Cabinet du ministre
of the Environment " de I'Environnement

16 June, 1986

E"- i, .'. o

Ms. Mary MacQueen, “ W, -

Director, ol '

Regional District of .
Fraser-Cheam, ' . . ' i

8430 Cessna Drive, i

Chilliwack, British Columbia. )

V2P T7K4

Dear Ms. MacQueen,

On behalf of the Honourable Tom McMillan, I
acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 29 May
requesting a meeting with him during your trip to Prince
Edward Island, to discuss the proposed Alexandra Bridge
national historic park.

Please be assured I have brought your
correspondence to the Minister's attention as well as to the

attention of staff members responsible for preparing his
agenda.

Yours sincerely,

S 2

Holly Martel
Special Assistant

Ottawa, Canada K1A 0H3
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Andrew A. Craig
2] R.R.2 South Road,
Gabriola, B.C. VOR 1XO0

June 25, 1986
Hon. Tom McMillan,

Minister of Environment,
House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mr. Minister:

re: Proposed ALEXANDRA BRIDGE SITE, to be declared
a NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

I would like to add my information on to the application of

P.W. Cave and Mary MacQueen of the District of Fraser-Cheam.

I have just returned from a week of our Transport display
at EXPO 86 where we showed over a 100 Vintage of The B.C. Pioneer
Truckers. A good portion of these were restored by big truck
companies especially for Expo, so now we have a great big collection

of Transportation History ready to display in a site in B.C.

10 years ago I had meetings with Hon. Alex Fraser, our
Minister of Highways, and it was he that picked the Alexandwra Bridge
site then for a Transportation Museum to show from a man's pack to
mule train, to oxen, then horse-drawn freight wagons, then on into

the Model T, to the giant trucks of today, all on this Historic Site.

So, with the wish that you will give this brief your early
attention and declare Alexandra Bridge a National Park —— im five more
years it will be 100 years since my Dad hauled his first load of
freight in B.C., and this year I drove my restored Indiana Freight
Truck as the first one over the new Coquihalla Highway, my old freight
route 50 years ago. So to me this site means a lot, and to the remaining

Pioneer Truckers of B.C.

Best regards,

(sgd.) Andy A. Craig.
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Minister of the Environment Ministre de I'Environnement

4 August, 1986

Mr. John Jansen,

Chairman of the Board, RECEIVED i}

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,

8430 Cessna Drive, SEP221586
Sg;l%;:ack, British Columbia. REGIONAL PISTRICT

OF FRASER-CHEAM

Dear Mr. Jansen,

Thank you for your letter of 22 May concerning
the proposal to establish a national historic park in
the Fraser Canyon.

I recently approved the minutes arising from
the November meeting of the Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada, and I am now able to inform you of my
decision on your proposal. Following considerable
discussion, the Board concluded that the 1926 Alexandra
Suspension Bridge is not of national historic or
architectural significance.

It also found that the Fraser Canyon
Transportation Corridor is of national significance;
however, as the Alexandra Bridge, which is seen as the
focus for a national historic park in the proposal
before the Board, is not itself deemed to be of national
significance, and as the area in question has been
designated a "Class A" provincial park by the Province
of British Columbia, the Board concluded that Program
involvement, at this time, should be limited to
commemoration by means of a plague - that plaque to be
erected at an appropriate site within the provincial
park.

As I mentioned in my letter to you of 3 March,
national historic parks can be established only in the
most exceptional of circumstances, where historic
resources of national significance demand protection and
interpretation by the federal government.

Ottawa, Canada K1A OH3



In view of the specific nature of the Board's
recommendations, Environment Canada cannot,
unfortunately, consider establishing a national historic
park in the Fraser Canyon.

I regret that my reply could not be more
favourable.

All good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

NN

Tom McMillan, P.C., M.P.
Hillsborough

Minister of the Environment



0CT 201986

REGIONAL DISTRICY
OF FRASER-CHEAM

Ministre de I'Environnement

Mrs.
Vice-Chairman,

Mary MacQueen,

RiDsPsCuy

Director, Area "B",

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,
8430 Cessna Drive,

CANADA

26 August, 1986

Chilliwack, British Columbia.

V2P 7K4

Dear Mrs.

MacQueen,

DOCument 59.

Minister of the Environment

Thank you for your letters of 29 May and
3 June concerning the proposal to establish a national
historic park in the Fraser Canyon at the site of the

Alexandra Bridge.

As you know,

in November 1985,

the Historic

Sites and Monuments Board of Canada considered the
proposal to establish a national historic park in the
Fraser Canyon at the site of the Alexandra Bridge. -

I recently approved the Minutes arising from
that meeting, and I am writing to inform you of my
decision with regard to the Alexandra Bridge proposal.
the Board recommended

Following considerable discussion,

that,

the 1926 Alexandra Suspension Bridge is not of
national historic or architectural significance,

and that,

the Fraser Canyon Transportation Corridor is of
national significance; however, as the Alexandra
Bridge, which is seen as the focus for a national
historic park in the proposal before the Board, is
not itself deemed to be of national significance,
and, as the area in question has been designated a
"Class A" provincial park by the Province of British

Columbia, Program involvement,

at this time,

should

be limited to commemoration by means of a plaque -

that plaque to be erected at an appropriate site
within the provincial park.

Ottawa, Canada K1A OH3



Given the specific nature of the Board's
recommendations, Environment Canada, Parks, cannot

consider establishing a national historic park in the
Fraser Canyon at the site of the Alexandra Bridge.

With regard to your request that we meet to
discuss the proposal, in view of the above explanation
of the department's position on this issue, it would not
be appropriate to meet at this time.

I regret that my reply could not be more
favourable.

All good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

e Jrhf

Tom McMillan, P.C., M.P.
Hillsborough

Minister of the Environment
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

October 3, 1986

File: 10-35-86-111

The Hon. Tom McMillan,
Minister of Environment,
House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ont

KLA 0A6

Dear Mr. McMillan:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
August 4, 1986. We are disappointed in its content.

I am enclosing a copy of our letter to the Prime
Minister for your attention. I would ask again that you
reconsider the merits of our proposal.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Yours truly,

John Jansen
Chairman of the Board

c.c. Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney
Hon. W. Vander Zalm
Hon. A. Pelton
Ross Belsher, M.P.
Director M. MacQueen
Director L. Forman

JJ:im

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

October 3, 1986
File 10-35-86-111

The Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney,
House of Commons,

Ottawa, Ont

K1A OA6

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

It was with great reluctance and disappointment that
the Regional Board received the letter addressed to me from the
Hon. Tom McMillan dated August 4. It recognizes, finally, that
"the Fraser Canyon Transportation Corridor is of national
significance", but it concludes that "Environment Canada cannot
...consider establishing a national historic park im the Fraser
Canyon". The only reason given is that the 1926 Alexandra
Suspension Bridge is not considered to be of national historic
or architectural significance.

The proposal to establish a national historic park to
recognize and interpret to visitors the national significance of
this vital and historic route to the west, construction of which
was a pre-condition of Confederation, has widespread support
from the Government and people of the Province of British
Columbia. We have documented in detail the justification, the
plans and the support for the Fraser Canyon National Historic
Park in our Brief to the National Historic Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada and to the Minister. We are dismayed that it
has been interpreted so narrowly, and only in the context of the
engineering merits of the suspension bridge. The proposal
deserves broader consideration than that.

I -

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7TK4



We are sympathetic, of course, to your Government's
concern for tight budgets and for the need to limit expenditures
on new projects. Indeed, we have emphasized to the Hon. Tom
McMillan and to Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P., that it is recognition,
designation and approval of the future park which is needed
today; construction, even with immediate designation, could not
come sooner than one or two years in the future because of the
need to design the Park. We believe, moreover, that the park
would be virtually self-financing on a user-pay basis once
developed. Visitorship should be at least 150,000 per year, and
the park would soon become a major and high-profile component of
the historic parks system.

We appeal to you to you, Mr. Prime Minister, to review
the decision to refuse designation of the national historic park
in the Fraser Canyon. The project is worthy of Federal
support.

Yours truly,

airman of the Board

c.c. Ross Belsher, M.P.
Hon. Tom McMillan
Hon. W. Vander Zalm
Hon. Austin Pelton
Director M. MacQueen
Director L. Forman

Attachment: Brief to Historic Sites and Monuments Board of
Canada, April 1985 [Updated June, 1986]

JJ:im
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Office of the Minister Cabinet du ministre
of the Environment de I'Environnement

21 October, 1986

Mr. John Jansen,

Chairman of the Board,

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,
8430 Cessna Drive,

Chilliwack, British Columbia.

V2P 7K4

Dear Mr. Jansen,

On behalf of the Honourable Tom McMillan, I wish
to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 3 October
with which you enclosed a copy of your letter to the
Prime Minister concerning the possibility of establishing a
Fraser Canyon National Historic Park.

Please be assured that your correspondence will be
brought to the Minister's attention and that a reply will be
forthcoming.

Yours sincerely,

oz

Holly Martel
Special Assistant

Ottawa, Canada K1A 0H3
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Ministre de I'Environnement

1"; ;
Minister of the Environment %’ &

WL
CANADA

14 November, 1986

RECEIVED
Mr. John Jansen,
Chairman of the Board, DEC12‘986 -
Regional District of Fraser-Cheanm, REC:{ .L DISTRICT
8430 Cessna Drive, OF ¥ - “ER.CHEAM
Chilliwack, British Columbia.
V2P 7K4

Dear Mr. Jansen,

Thank you for your letter of 3 October, and for
the copy of your letter of the same date to the Prime
Minister, regarding your proposal that a national
historic park be established in the Fraser Canyon near
Spuzzum.

When the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of
Canada made its recommendation on your proposal last
November, it appended a statement to indicate that it
would be pleased to consider possible additional
commemoration of transportation in the Fraser Canyon when
a study of transportation in Canada was submitted to the
Board for review.

Researchers in Environment Canada, Parks,
realized that such a study would be a massive
undertaking, and decided that the theme could be treated
on a regional basis. Consequently, a paper on
transportation in the Western Cordillera was tabled with
the Board when it met last June in Charlottetown. The
paper clarified how the transportation development phases
in the region related to the national scene and how
various aspects of the theme had been addressed through
the Board's recommendations over the years. After
reviewing the document, the Board made the following
recommendations, which I have approved.

The Board found that:

"the theme of transportation in the Western
Cordillera to the 20th century has been
adequately commemorated by means of plaques
and no major study of this topic is called
for:"

vos/2

Ottawa, Canada K1A 0H3



It also recommended, however, that:

"the [Parks] Service should approach the
Province of British Columbia to determine if
it is planning to establish an interpretive
facility to deal with Transportation in the
Fraser Canyon, within its park near the
Alexandra Bridge site; and, if it is, Parks
should explore the possibility of
co-operating with it in this regard to ensure
that major developments in transportation in
the Canyon and the Cordillera in this century
are adequately treated in any such
development."”

These recommendations give Parks a mandate to
discuss with the Province of British Columbia the
possibility of becoming involved in interpreting the
theme of transportation in the Western Cordillera at the
Alexandra Bridge. I have asked Parks cofficials in the
Western Regional Office to contact the Province regarding
this matter without delay.

I will ensure that you are kept informed of any
developments.

All good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

/\

Tom McMillan, P.C., M.P.
Hillsborough

Minister of the Environment



PRIME MINISTER - PREMIER MINISTRIE
| Ottawa, K1A OA2
DECEIVED November 21, 1986

NOV 281986 g
RESIONAL DISTRICT |
OF FRASTRCHERA U

L]

Dear Mr. Jansen,

Thank you for your letter of October 3 and
enclosed proposal regarding the establishment of a mational
historic park in the Fraser Canyon.

I have noted the copy of your correspondence to
my colleague, The Honourable Tom McMillan, Ministexr of the
Environment, requesting further consideration of this
proposal. I appreciate your bringing the matter to my
attention, and feel sure that you will hear from
Mr. McMillan within the near future.

Again, thank you for writing.
With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

Mr. John Jansen,

Chairman of the Board,
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,
8430 Cessna Drive,
Chilliwack, British Columbia.
V2P 7K4

Document 64.
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

December 17, 1986
File: 10-35-86-111
The Hon. W.N. Vander Zalm,
Premier,
Parliament Buildings, -
Victoria, B.C.
V8V 1X4
Dear Mr. Premier:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

Further to the copies of correspondence forwarded to
you by my predecessor, John Jansen, MLA, I enclose for your
attention copies of the letters of reply from the Rt. Hon. Brian

Mulroney, Prime Minister, and the Hon. Tom McMillan, Minister of
Environment.

You will note that Mr. McMillan indicates that the
Federal Government is now willing to entertain the possibility
of a cost-shared development at the proposed site. As our Board
has stressed on many occasions over the past two years, we are
most anxious to see this project undertaken, and I would urge
you to use your best efforts to ensure that the proiject comes to
fruition. The value of the proposed national historic park to

the culture, heritage and economy of our Region cannot be over
estimated.

We look forward to co-operating with you on this

Yours tr y,:

Lloyd Forman
Chairman of the Board

project.

c.c. Hon. C.S. Rogers
Ross Belsher, M.P.
James Rabbitt, MLA

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

A

December 17, 1986
File: 10-35-86-111

The Hon. C.S. Rogers,

Minister of Environment and Parks,
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B.C.

v8v 1X4

Dear Mr. Minister:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to the Premier, the

Document 6.

Honourable Bill Vander Zalm, together with copies of previous
relevant correspondence. On behalf of the Board of the Regional
District of Fraser-Cheam, I urge you to forward this project as

rapidly as possible.

c.c. Ross Belsher, M.P.
James Rabbitt, MLA

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4

Yours truly,

L

Lloyd Forman
Chairman of the Board
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

December 17, 1986

File: 10-35-86-111

Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P.,
33790 South Fraser Way,
Abbotsford, B.C.

v2S 5M4 f
oSS
Dear E?T“Beishgr:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historiec Park

Enclosed are copies of recent correspondence to update you

on the progress on this project. It finally looks as though we
are making some progress.

Yours truly,

£ Py

Lloyd Forman
Chairman of the Board

Encls.

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

" .3

December 17, 1986

\

\

File: 10-35-86-11l1

Mr. James Rabbitt,
MLA Yale-Lillooet,
Box 850,

Merritt, B.C.

VOK 2RO

Dear Jim:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

I enclose copies of recent correspondence on: the proposed
National Historic Park. It looks as though we have finally
persuaded the Honourable Tom McMillan of the merits of the case.
If we could now secure vigorous and active Provincial support, I
think the project could be brought to fruition quickly. I would
urge you to use your energies in support of our efforts.

Thank you for your co-operation.

Yours trul

Y 4

Lloyd Forman
Chairman of the Board

Encls.

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

December 17, 1986

File: 10-35-86-111

The Hon. Tom McMillan,
Minister of Environment,
House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OH3

Dear Mr. McMillan:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

As the newly-elected Chairman of the Regional Board, I am
pleased to acknowledge receipt of your letter addressed to
Mr. John Jansen and dated November 14, 1986.

The Board was very pleased to read your comments and we
trust that the Provincial Government will respond favourably to
the proposal. .

Thank you again for your co-operation.

Yours trulvy,

Lloyd Forman
Chairman cf the Board

LF:im

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

December 17, 1986

File: 10-35-86-111

The Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney,
Prime Minister,

House of Commons,

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OA2

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

As the newly-elected Chairman of the Regional Board, I am
pleased to acknowledge. your letter of November 21, 1986,
addressed to Mr. John Jansen.

We have now received a letter from The Honourable Tom
McMillan which is most encouraging. We appreciate your
assistance in this matter.

Yours truly,

= Jre—

L4

Lloyd Forman
Chairman of the Board

LF:im

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4
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J.T. Rabbitt, M.L.A.

December 30, 1986.

Mr. Floyd Forman,

Chairman of the Board,
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REGIONAL piIsTRICT
OF FRASER-CHEAM

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam,

8430 Cessna Drive,

CHILLIWACK, British Columbia

V2P 7K4

Dear Mr. Forman:

RE: PROPOSED FRASER CANYON NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

Thank you for your letter regarding the possibility of a

cost-shared development of the Fraser Canyon National Historic

Park. I have discussed the matter with Mary McQueen and the
Regional District has made the report available to me.

I can assure you that I totally support this development and

will assist to see it become a reality. If I can be of any
assistance in setting up meetings with the Minister, Hon.
S. Rogers, please let me know.

I remain,

Yale - Lillooet

JTR/ean

e




Aoom 4BB West Block
House of Commons

Outawa, Omano
K1A OAB
(613} 992-2940

HOUSE OF COMMONS

CAWADA
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33720 South Fraser Way
Abbotsford, B.C.

V2s 5Ma
ROSS BELSHER, M.P. (604) 859-4169

——, -‘:\,‘;f FRASER VALLEY EAST Zanith 2769

January 15, 1987

Mr. Lloyd Forman,

Chairman of the Board,

Regional District of Fraser—Cheanm
8430 Cessna Drive,

Chilliwack, B.C.

V2P 7K4

Dear Lloyd:

Thank you for your recent letter and enclosed copies of
correspondence to update me on the progress being made with
the proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park.

It was good news to learn that at long last this project
may be showing some sign of life, even if it just starts out
as an interpretive facility to deal with transportation.

Please keep in touch so that I can follow the progress
being made. I have also written to The Honourable C.S.

Rogers, M.L.A., Minister of Environment and Parks to express
my support for this project.

Yours sincerely,

L

Ross Belsher, M.P.
Fraser Valley East

RB:jm
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Province of British Columbia
OFFICE OF THE PREMIER

January 27, 1987

Mr. Lloyd Forman

Chairman of the Board

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam
8430 Cessna Drive

Chilliwack, British Columbia
V2P 7KA4

Dear Mr. Forman:

Thank you very much for your letter of
December 17th, on the subject of the proposed
establishment of a national historic park in the Fraser
Canyon. I also appreciate you providing me with copies of
letters which you recently received from The
Prime Minister, The Rt. Honourable Brian Mulroney, and The
Honourable Tom McMillan, Federal Minister of Environment.

Please be assured I have read your letter and =
enclosures carefully, and appreciate that as the Chairman
of the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam, you are deeply
concerned with the impact such a national park could have
on the culture, heritage and economy of the Region.

For this reason, I am particularly pleased to note that a
copy of your letter has been.sent to my colleague, The
Honourable Stephen Rogers, Minister of Environment and

Parks, and I know he will be very pleased to respond to
you on this matter.

. Again, thank you for writing me so I may be aware
of the Regional District's views.- XMay I take this
opportunity to extend to you, and all your members, my
warmest wishes for 1987.

Sincerely yours,

William N. Vander Zaim
PREMIER

cc: The Honourable Stephen Rogers

Pariiament Buildings. Vicloria, British Columbia V8V 4R3
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OKANAGAN MAINLINE MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION
P.0. Box 610, Lillooet, B.C. VOK 1VO 'Phone: 256-4289

February 6, 1987

Regional District
of Fraser Cheam
8430 Cessna Drive
Chilliwack, B.C.
V2P 7K4

Attention: Lloyd Foreman,
Chairman

Dear Sirs:

Re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park

Notwithstanding the timing of receiving the material relating to the
above proposal, it was the unanimous opinion of the O.M.M.A. Executive
that full endorsation be given to this procject.

It would give a new focus to tourism in the Fraser Canyon area and
benefit both your and our areas.

It is to be noted that our Vice President, Mayor Anne Clarke of

Vernon's grandfather was the designer of the bridge. Needless to say
the Executive had a good discussion on its history.

Yours truly,

TREEENG ST

R.W. Watson,
Secretary Treasurer

RWW/anw
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Province of Ministry of Parliamentt Buildings
British Columbia Environment Victoria
and Parks British Columbia
VBV 1X4
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER E

Your File: 10-35-86-111

February 16, 1987

(o) g
h @Q%
Chairman Lloyd Forman @

and Members of the Board
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam
8430 Cessna Drive
Chilliwack, British Columbia
V2P 7K4

Dear Chairman Forman and Members of the Board:

This will acknowledge your letter of

December 17, 1986, regarding your proposal to conwvert the

provincial park at Alexandra Bridge to a national historic
park.

In order to fully understand your proposal I
have asked my Regional Director, Mr. George Trachwuk, in --
North Vancouver, to meet with you and your staff. As you
may know, the visitor program for Alexandra Bridge
Provincial Park includes highlighting the transportation
theme. We would be most interested in suggestions for
improving this information and contributing further
towards the cultural heritage and economic values of the
Fraser Canyon.

Thank you for consulting me on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

ity

Stephen Rogers
Minister of Environment
and Parks

cc: Mr. James Rabbitt, M.L.A.
Yale-Lillooet
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