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D·, ... ., .• .,. Parks 
Canada 

Pares 
Canada 

Mr. J.D. Orr 
Administrator 

( 

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam 
8430 Cess na Drive 
Chilliwack. British Columbia 
V2P 7K4 

Dear 1-1r. Orr: 

( 
, 

Docullen t 1. 

OTTAl .... A. Otlta~io 1<lA lG2 

DEe 3 1 I~JSlI 

RECEIVED 
JAN - 71985 

REGIONAL DISTRICT 
OF FflllSm.CHEAM 

This is in reply to your letter of December 11 and 
enclosures con~erning the Alexandt:"a Bri.dge over the Fraser Canyon .. 

As you know, in mid November , Ms. E11a Pretty, Chairman 
of your Board of Di~ectors ""rote with respect to th.is matter to the 
Assis tant Secretary, Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada . 
I enclose for your infor~atio'n a copy of Mr. Friend's reply to 1-15 .. Pret.t:y .. 
I share his view that it would probably be be tter to bring the Bridge 
to the attention of the Board in the context of the study of Bridges 
in Canada, rather than to ask it to cons ide r the structure without the 
comparative materia l available to it which such a broad s tudy would- -
provide. None theless, the decision does rest with you and the other -
Directors of the Regional District of Frase r-Cheam. 

Thank you for taking the time to write and for providing 
me with a copy of your proposal r egarding the Alexandra Bridge. 

Canada 

Yours sincere1y 

//.~ 
4 c/7 Denri Te tu -

~irector 
National Historic Parks 

and Sites Branch 

'- ~- .,"; l".~ - ;_ -. 
. . 
, • -: f ' -: I! ' ,1.-' . 

4,. _ :\: , -: !;. j-;: 1,_1.: --'- . -.:: i: •. :.:'1 ; ", 



Doculllent 2. j 
H ISTORIC SITES AND 

MONUMENTS EOARD OF 

C ANADA 

Ns. Ella Pret ty, Chairman , 
Board of Director s . 

C OMMISS ION DES LlEUX ET 

MONUM ENTS H ISTORIQ U ES DU 

C ANADA . \ ' 

OTTAUA . Ontor:-io KIA IG2 
December:- 14. 1984 

C-SlIOO-4/Bl 

JAN - 7:985 . : ' Reg i onal Distr i c t of Fraser-Cheam , 
8430 Cess na Drive , 
Chilliwack , British Columbia 
V2P 7K4 

.m;GIOI'~?I. L'ISTP.!CT , .. )" 
OF FIL-\SEo.CHE '> ' ,,. -, , .... ~,~ 

Dear Ms. Pretty: 

I r e ad with i n terest your letter of November 16 . and ' 
encl osures . proposing the 1926 Alexandra Bridge over t he Fraser 
be the focal point of a new national his t oric park . 

As yo u are aware , be~ore Parks Canada could consider any 
form of · i nvo lvement t-.'ith the Bridge it must be declared t o be of 
nati.onal significance by our Minister, Such declarations are made 
only on the recommenda t ion of the His toric Sites and Nonumcnts 
'Board of Canada, which serves as her advisory body in h istorical 
matt ers . Thus , the first step is to bring the Bridge to the 
attention of the Board . Here , we have two options . 1 coald place 
the Bridge on a Board agenda as soon as our resources permUt t he 
pr eparation of a background paper or t he matter could be h e ld over 
f or cons ideration in t he context of t he majo r study on Bridges 
in Canada which will be getting underway this coming S lmmCT. As 
the Alexandra Br idge i s but one of a number of moderate s p a n 
suspension bridges in the i n terior of B.C., and as the Boa rd is 
hesitant to deal with mat t ers in isolation , I would sugges t that 
i t ~ould be most appropriate to follow the second course . This 
f eeling is r einforced by the fa c t that the resource i s not unde r 
any threat and in fact has been es tablished as a prOvincial pa r k . 
I l eave it in your hands. however . Please , drop me a s hort not e 
advising me of your wishes in this regard. 

As a matter of i n te r est , I should mention that both 
Joseph William Trutch and the Cariboo Wa gon Road have been declared 
to be of national significance and have been commemorated by plaque s 
at Spuzzum Bridge and Barkerville. respectively. 

In closing may 1 thank YOIl for bringing the Ale xandra Bridge 
to our a tt ention . 1 am l ooking forward to hearing from you with r espect 
t o placing the Bridge before the Board for consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

'/ 
nce Frie nd 

sistant Secr etary 

~ 



( ( Document 3. 

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 

DEPT. 

December 11, 1984 

8430 CESSNA DRIVE 
CHIlllWACK. B.C. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-0061 

ADMINISTRATION 

FILE No. _______ _ 

Mr . Henr i Tetu , 
Director, 
National Historic Parks "& Sites Branch , 
Parks Canada, 
Ottawa , Ontario 
K1A lG2 

Dear Mr. Te"tu, 

Enclosed please find a copy of the brief and covering 
letter p e rtaining to the preservation of the Alexandra 
Bridge as a national historic site , which was recently 
forwarded to Ottawa. 

The Board of Directors of the Regiona l District of 
Fraser-Cheam r equested that I forward this material to you 
in anticipation that you will have the opportunity of adding 
your support in securing Federal recognition of this very 
significant part of Canada ' s history. 

Thank you for your interest and attention to this 
matter on behalf of the Regional District. 

JDO/me j 

Enclosure 

Yours truly, 

J.D. Orr, 
Administrator 
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Docullent 4. ( f 

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 

December 11, 1984 

Dr. Charles Humphries , 
B . C . Member , 
Historic Sites & Monuments Board of Canada , 
Department Qf History, 
University of B.C . 
Vancouver , B.C. 
V6T lIV4 

Dear Dr . Hurnphries, 

DEPT. 

8430 CESSNA DRIVE 
C HllLlWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-{)061 

ADMINISTRATION 

FILE No> _ _ ___ __ _ 

Enclosed please find a copy of the brief and covering 
letter pertaining to the preservation of the Alexandra Bridge 
as a national historic site , which was recently forwarded to . 
Ottawa. 

The Board of Directors of the Regional District of Fraser­
Cheam requested that I forward thi s material to you in antici­
pation that you will have the opportunity of adding your 
support in securing Federal r ecogni t io n of this very significant 
part of Canada's history . 

Thank you for your interest and attention to this matter on 
behalf of the Regional District . 

Yours truly , 

~---J ~. On, 
Administrator 

JDO/mej 

Enclosure 



The As sistant Secretary 

Document 5. 1 

8430 CESSNA DRIVE 
November 16, 19 8 11 CHILLlWACK. B.C. V2P7K4 

PHONE 792"()001 

DEPT. ________ _ 

filE: N". _______ _ 

Historic Sites and I10numents Board of Ca nada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIA I G2 

Dear Sir/Hadam : 

RE : ALEXANDRA BRIDGE: A PROPOSAL FOR A NEVi PARK 
FACILITY 

Please find enclosed a short brief prepare d in connection 
with t his Region' s attempts to ob~ain a new park facility 
at the Alexandra Bridge in the Fraser-Canyon. 

As you may be aware the British Columbia Provincial 
Government has very recently elevated this re·serve of Crown 
Provincial land to Class "AII Park status. We are extremely 
pleased that thi s area is finally r eceiving the recognition 
which this Regional Government believes that it deserves. 

We feel that the preservation and dedication of the 
bridge facility as a national historic park is long overdue . 
We are in receipt of a small brochure which explains the 
work of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada 
and includes a summary of its terms of reference . The 
structure and surrounding area , which includes remnants of 
many trails and archaeological remains, has figured extremely 
significantly in the r esource and transportation history , 
not only of this Province but also of this Nation. t'Te feel 
that it can meet the criteria of the Board in a number of 
dif feren t categories . 

I understand that Parks Canada has already discussed 
the possibility of commemorating the work of Joseph William 
Trutch, one of British Columbia ' s first civil engineers . 
The significance of the Bridge, however , is not limited to 
it s architectural and engineering interest. A number of 
other themes present themselves and Hould allow for the 
development of V1hat, in our vieH, could be one of the most 
int eresting inte r pretative centres in the Parks system. The 
r a il journey through the Fraser Canyon has to be one of the 
most r emarkable travel experiences offered anywhere on the 
Continent. To our knowledge, although well treated . in the 



REGIONAL DISTRI· OF fRASER-CHEAI1 
November 16 , 19ft"L, 

Page 2 

med ia , there i s no 'major interpretive centre in the Parks 
system which includes the building of the national railroads 
as one of its themes . 

\ve would appreciate it if you \-lOuld review the enclosed 
brief and instruct us further in the matter of a forma l 
application . Should you choose to inc~ude this item on a 
future agenda o f the Board He would be h a ppy to prepare a 
more fully doc umented application package . \>le are a smal l 
r egion , however , with a very small staff and I would ask 
that you provide us with further instruct ion in t h is matter . 

\oJ'e look forward to a positive outcome to our initiative • 
. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any 
furt her information or assis tance. 

Ikmg 

You~s trul~ 

<. ..--t!er-l. / /;{N(/, 
Ella Pre tty 
Chairman 
Board of Directors 

c.c. Dr . Charles Humphries, S . C. Hember , Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada 

Mr. Ross Belcher, M. P. 
Mr . Henri T~tu) Director, National Historic Pa.rks a nd 

Sites Branch , Parks Canada 
Mr. Kun, Director, Hestern Region , Parks Canada 
Regional Director , Parks Branch , Ministry .of Lands 

Parks and Housing 
Director Mary MacQueen, Electoral Area tlS " 
Director Lloyd Forman, Electoral Area n An 



H OUSE OF COMMONS 

Mr s . Mary Mc Queen, 
32 1 65 Trans-Canada Higtlway, 
Yale, B.C. 
VOK 250 

Dear Mrs. McQueen , 

CANA DA 

26th October, 1 904 

Document 6-

Thi s is just a s hort note to let you know I have reviewed 
the proposals far a designation of a new park facility at Alexandra 
Bridge. 

I am pleased you sent me a copy of this and will be 
intere s td to see how it progress es . 

PI' 
:gj 

Yours si,"!cerely , 

LJ'i~l~ ~J-
<.. ........ ·\.c::. 

Ro ss Bel s her, M.P. 
Fr aser Valley East 
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468(84) 

IV . 

MacQUEEN ) 
NASH ( 

MINUTES OF THE ·ELECTORAL AREAS COmIITTF.E 

That a letter and supporting documentation be- f0n-:ard 
to Dr. Charles Humph rics in suppor t of _declaring Old 
Alcxandra Bridge a Fede ral Heritage Parksitc. 

CARRIED 



341(84 ) 

, 

Docu~ent 8. 

16. Item E84/lll: Ale~andra Bridge 

The Committee reviewed the documentation circulated with the 
Age nd a and ag reed that a n additional emphasis should b e placed 
upon the need for federal assistance f or recognition and 
preserva tion of th e site at Al exandra Br idge . 

HacQUEEN ) 
PRETTY ( 

Th a t th e Electora l Areas Committee recomme nds 
that the Regional Board fon-/ard the docum e ntation 
to Dr. Charles Humph ries and that he be a s ked 
to provide assistance in sec uring fed e ral 
recognition a nd s upport for the site at Alexandra 
Bridge . 

CARRIED 



Document 9. I 
u . ,. 1....,:lIl c\O~ 

Pares 
C~nada 

Hr . J.D. On 
Administrator 
Regional District of Fraser-Chcam 
8430 Cessna Drive 
Chil1i\~ack. ·British Columbia 
V 21' 7K4 

Dear Nr. Orr : 

OTTII.HA, Ollla t-io KIA lG2 

10-12-13-00 

.~.......,. ,.... .. ~.------"':~~":~;;:<-~."""'''~~ 
,_ ... ..--~ ;---:: '\" ... ~- ;-'1 ~: 

' - "'._~~"'~ ~:. ~ J r:. ~ t./ 

Nr. Kun. Director \..'estern Region, Parks Canada in Calgary 
has asked me to respond to your If:>ttcr of Au gust 9 c oncern ing the 
brief "Alexandra Bridge: Proposal for Desie,na tion of a Hew Park 
Faci l ity ." 

I am sorry but I have no knO\.Jledge about eith er the conte nts 
or the \-1hereabouts of the brief delivered to Ottaw;:l. by Hr . Fonm:m, 
Chairman of the Regiona l Economic Developme nt Corn.llission. Consequen tly 
I am not in the position to provide any information r e lating to the 
fu ture of the Ale>:andra Bridge from the standpoint of Hhat i s contained 
in the brief. 

I should point out that the National Historic Park s ' and Sites 
Branc h of Par.ks Canada can only become involved with those persons p 

places or events ",hich the Nin ister of the Environment h as declared 
to be of national h istoric or architectu ra l significan ce . 

Such d ec.larations are based on the r ec:ommend o.tions of the 
Historic Sites and Honuments Board of Canada , the Hinister's adviso.rs 
in s uch matters . The Board h as not received a reques t t o considcJ;"' 
the national significancl.:: of the Alcxancir':l Bridge . 1 have cnc.los..::.d 
a copy of the b ooklet RE:cogni7:ing Canndi.:tn History \oIhich outlines 
the .. e t ivitics of the t o::nrl . 

Encl . 

C }'" anac Cl 

Yours sincerely 

/1 /. 
/ / /., / .. / . .....--z v . I· 

/. Re nri lctu 
Director 

- -.--~ 

Uational Histori c Parks 
and ·Sites Branch 

h.,..;~' I:> ..... ·, ... ;~~ <'fI<."lW 
.... Jtr:,D.r<.~~ ' .1<,,"-,­
wn!.\n$ ,<VtI flY' , ...... 

"'''''-

A ·.,.",~"'<k........,.. ....... 
dt ft<>oo.·o-'" tf'..,. .. ~ COt,.. __ C<o'f,. . J "' ... 
,~ .. s ''''''1"(/0: ... " 



Province of 
British Columbia 

Ministry of Lnnds, 
Parks and Housing 

Parfiam o::nt Ouildings 

VicfOrin 

O, FICE Oi' TIlE 
"'lNISlER 

Chairman Ella Pretty and 
l1embers of the Board 

Regional Di strict of 
Fraser-Cheam 

8430 Cessna Drive · 
Chilliwack , B.C. 
V2P 7K4 

nrili~h Co:~mbia 

V8V IX4 

File : 1 2 5-223 

August 31, 1984 

Dear Chairman Pretty and l1e mbers of the Board: 

Thank you for your l e tter of August 7, 1 984 , 
reg a rding Alexandra Bridge Provincial Park . 

I appreciate receiving the material which you 
enclose a n d can assure you that the concerns of the Board 
will be addressed when my f-linistry prepares a maste r plan 
for the park. 

In the meantime , my Regional staff will be 
meeting with that of the Ninistry of Transportation and 
Bighvlays , which currently i s managing the site , "lith a 
vie\'1 tm'lard arranging a n orderly transition to Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation Division control. You may be certain 
that the site wi ll be adequately managed by staff of my 
Hinistry both prio~ to and after any development that 
might take place . 

Yours sincerely, 

·Anthony J. Brummet 
Hinister 
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August 7 , 19 84 

The Hon. A. J . Brummet 

OEP l . 

8430 CE$SNA DRIVE 
C Hlll IWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-0061 

Planning 

fiLE No. ______ _ _ 

l-linister of Lands , Parks and Housing 
Par l iament Buildings 
Vi ctoria , B. C . 
VBV l X4 

Dear Hr . r.1ini s t e r: 

RE: ALEXANDRA BRIDGE PROVINCIAL PARK 

Please· find enc l osed a variety of materia l s ; re l ati ng 
to a recent item included in the Agenda for the Regional 
Board of Directors mee ting of July 17th , 1984 . 

Since the passage of the resolutio n by the Board 
r equesting tha t the Al exandra Bridge Park Reserve be 
elevated to. Provincial Park status , we have l earned that 
the Cabinet has a l ready e l ected to undertake this step .. 
We are del ighted to l earn of this developme nt. 

The newspaper a n nounceme nt was l acking i n d etail. 
We \voul d appre ciate any further informa tion which ·you r 
staff may be able to convey to us . I n the i nter im , we 
are for\'larding a short brief and a covering letter , drafted 
a couple of wee ks ago , for your peru sal and further 
c ons·ideration . 

Yours very . tru+y , 

/t~c..J /i,n:y 
Ella Pretty (Hrs. l 
Ghairma n of the Region a l Board 

I d 

Encls . 
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APPROVED AND ORDERED .M.26J9!J~ 

EXECUTIVE COU:-:CIL CllA~.1BERS . VICl"ORI;\ ..M.-25.\984 

On the recommendation of !.he uode'rsieocd, the LicutcD3.ut-Govcrnor. by :lDd :"vith the advice and consent 

or the Executive Council, orders lhat 

the CrOHn land described in the Schedule is established as a Cl ass -A" Provincial 
Park and the name is decla red to be Alexandra Bridge Park. 

copies to: 
B. NeGl 

B.C.' I.ssn3.uth. 
V. CD llin ~ 

~""t'~ -

~arkS -
& Housing 

"Pre?iding I·tember of the Executive Council 
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File: 2-7-5-22 3 (ThiJ POf l U Jar admin islrtltivc PU' POJtl cr..1 iJ ' 101 part o/lhc Order. ) 

Autbolity under which Order is made: 

Schedule 

All Crmm land in Kaml oops Division of Yale Di strict described as: 

1) the Nl, of NW\; of L.S. , IS, Sec. 36, Tp. 8, Rge . 25, \/61·1; 

2) the N~ of NE\; of L.S. 14, Sec . . 36, Tp. 8 , Rgc. ' 26, \'161·1. except Plans 1\521. 
A1773 and CG896 ; 

3) the N'i of the IMI; of L.S. 14 , Sec . 36 , Tp. 8, Rgo 26, 1161·1 except Plans 11521 
and AI773; ' 

4) the \1 '> of L.S. 2, Sec. I, Tp. 9, Rge . 26 , H61·1; 

5) LS. 3 of Sec. I, Tp. 9, Rge. 26,1-161'1 excep t Plans A521 , 111773, H636 and 
Plan CG896; 

6) tha t part of frac. L.S. 4, Sec. I, Tp. 9, Rg e . 26, 116H lying east of 
Fraser River except Plans 11521 and 111773; 

7) the S~ of L.S. 5 of Sec. I, Tp. 9, Rge. 26 ,1-161'1 except Pl a ns A521 and H636; -

8) the ml\; of L.S. 5 of Sec.!, Tp. 9, Rg e . 26, H61·1 except Plan 11521. Plan H63r 
and that part of the Nil,. of L. S . 5 lyi ng IL L of Plan H636 ; 

9') those parts of ~.S. 1 and 8 of Sec . 2, Tp. 9, Rge . 26, 1~61'1 lying east of thp 
'Fraser River excep t 'Plan A521; 

the whole conta ining 55 hectares , more or l ess . 
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~Q::,S;; [j ~au 
Fraser-Cheam 

Regional Board is trying 
to revive the idea of a 
park and campgrountl in 
the vicinity of Ale:<andra 
Bridge in the Fraser Ca­
nyon . 

Electoral Area "A" 
director Uoyd Forman 
prepared a brief on the 
subject when he was a 
m ember of the reccnt 
inter-regional delegation 
to Ottawa. 

Now regional chair- . 
man Ella Pretty is 
writing to Tony Brum· 
met, provincial minister 
of lands, parks and hous­
ing, supporting the idea. 

"As you may be aware, 
th'?:re hJ;s been interest 
sho",\-n in the past by local 
citizens and, we unders­
tand, by the provincial 
parks brJ;nch in creating 
a park facility in this 
area ," says Pretty. 

"We believe that land 

1l"l6"!1""~ rr= i:B ~ i.o .~ 

was res'!r.red some YCJ;rs 
ago for tl-1s purpose." 

She suggests that, with 
Expo e.5 approaching and 
a large influx of visitors 
expected to the lower 
minland , this would bean 
appropriate time t o 
revie~i" the status of this 
land. · . 

She is urging the crea­
tion of a Class A park on 
lands r.ow reserved east 
of the Trans-Canada 
Highway at the Alexan­
dra bridge, as weU·as a 
campground of around so 
sites in the area. 

Furthe r sugges t ed 
steps include: 

• Fed~ral funding for 
maintena. .... ce of the old 
Alexandra bridge as well 
as int~rpretation of the 
historic attractions of the 
site. 

• A concession for a 
private campground. 

• Some supen'ision by 
provi ncial parks branch 
staff. 

."We belie'lre that this 
project, which would be 
of enonnous benefit to 
the to'..lrist imlustry and 
to the economic develop­
ment oE the region, could 
be completed at minimal 
cost to the provincial 
agencies," Pretty writes. 

A pro\'incial c:~ m­
pground existed in the 
area sc:n~ years ago_ 
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REG!Of\1.A.L D !STR!CT OF FR,~SER-CHE.ll~~ .. ~ 

8430 CESSNA DRIVE 
CHILLlWACK. B.C. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-0061 

July 19. 198 4 

The Ho n. A.J. Brummet , 
Minister of Lands , Parks a nd Housing , 
Parli a ment Buildings , 
Vic toria , B. C. 
V8V l X4 

Dear Mr . Min ister : 

re : Alexandra Bridge - Proposa l for 
a new park facility 

We e nclose for you r at t e n tio n a short brief prepa red 
'in connection with a rece n t delegatio n to Ottawa by Director 
Lloyd Forma n. As you may be aware , there h as bee n interes t 
show n in the past by l ocal citizens a nd , we understand . b y 
th e Provincial par ks branch in cre at ing a park faci l ity in 
this area . We believe that land was reserved some years ago 
for this purpose. 

The t ra nsportation t heme for , a nd focus of , Expo t 86. 
and the large influx of visitors to the Lov .. er t>1 ainland which 
this will bring , wou l d suggest that this i s an appropriate 
time to revie, ... t h e status of these lands . \~ e Hould ask that 

'your Mini stry examine the possibility of establishing a 
Class A park o n thos e l a nd s now reserved east of the Tr a ns 
Canada Highway at th e Al exand ra Bridge . 

In the event th a t your Minis try concurs with thi s 
suggestion, we would further request that consid e ration be 
giv e n to the construction of a small ( fift y ± site ) camp­
ground facility. 

\-l e hope that you would agree '-1i th our p roposa l which 
would, if approved , call for: 

( i ) federal fu nd ing for mai n tenance of the old Bridge 
and interpretation of the historic attrac tions of 
th e site ; 

( ii ) u concession for t h e operation of ( a nd possibly the 
construction of) a campground facility by t he private 
sector ; 

( iiil minimal supervision by st a ff of th e Provincial p arks 
bra nc h. 

. ... /2 



The Hon . A.J . Brummet -2-

We believe that this project , which would be of 
enormous bene fit to the tourist industry and to the economic 
d e velopment of the Region, could be completed at minimal 
cost to the provincial agencies. \'le Hould h ope that you 
could support it on this basis and look forward with 
anticipation to a posi tive outcome of your r e vi ew ~ 

Please do not hesitate to contact me . if I can"be 
of further assistance ~ 

Encl. 

c . "C. 

EP:im 

_/ 

Yours very truly. " 

( Mrs.) Ella Pretty 
Chairman of the Board 

/C{~, d-tty 
./ . 

the Hon. T. Waterland, M.L.A. 
the Hon. C. Richmond, Minister of Tourism 
Rainbow .Country Visi tors ' Bureau 
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2. EB~ /lll: Alexandra 
park facility 

Bridge Proposa l s f or Cl n c \"r 

I' 
;; FORi·tA N ) 

': HacQUEEN ( ,. ., 
1, 

,. 

'I'hat th e l e tter to th e Hini ster of r.a n ds , ·Parks · 
a nd Housi ng, as draf ted . b e forw arded Qv.e r the 
signature of th e Chairman of th e Do.ard _ 

CI\RRIl:-:n 
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E LECTORAL 19b!; J lJ L 5 

19 . It em E84/ 111 - Al exandra Bridge - Proposal for 
a N ~w Park Facility 

,. 

" 

Jenny Cav e r e por t ed i~dt Di rec tor Forlnan , ns p ar t 
of hi s delegation to Ottawa , h ad deli vered a brie~ . 
on behalf of hj,mself il nd Director r·1acQueen . requesti ng 
that co nside ration b e g i ven to est~blishing a Nationa l 
Historic Park at the site of t he old Alex a ndra 
Bridge . To th is point no contac t h ad b ee n mildc \-!ith 

Provincia l authorities b n th e milttcr of the Park 
Re serve l ands adjoini ng the area . She r emi nded me mbers c 
the public meetings held in connection 1I1i th th e Off i cal 
Regiona l Plan and of th e requests . recei v e d a t 
that time , that a publicly - m-med campgr'o u nd be 
es tabli s hed in the Canyon area. 

FORMAN ) That the Electoral Ar e as Comrnitte~ recommends 
MACQUEEN ( th at 

i ) th e brief prepared in connection \.;i th th e 
proposal fc;>r a new p ark f acility a t the 
Alexa ndra Bridge be fon1arded to Hon. "1'o ny 
Brumme t, Minister of La nd s , Parks und Housing . 
and 

the Provincia l Cabi net b e petitione d 
to ele vat e those l ands currently r e served 
eas t of t he Trans Canada Hi g hway at the 
Al exandra Bridge t o Class A Park status 
and 

iii) in th e .event of such designation. th e Minister 
of Land~. Parks a nd Housing be r equested either 
to d e ve l op, or to grant a concess i~n 
to permit th e d e velopmen t of . a 50-site 
overn i ght campground . 

CARRIED 
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.~- CHILlIWACK. B.C. V2P 1K4 

REG~ONAl DiSTRICT OF FR£'\SER-CHEAIVJ 

. ~. PI·IONE 792-006 1 

Th e Honou r ab l e Charles Caccia , 
Hinister of Environment, 
House of Commons , 

.Ot t a\Va , On tario 

Dear Hr. Mini s ter : 

DEPT. 

r IL E No. ________ _ 

June 4 , 1984 

re: Al e xandra Bridge , Fraser Canyon: 
A delegation. 

Ne are writing to you in connection vii th the desig­
~ation of th e Old Alexandra Bridge as a Par k facility. Wc 
understand that the Provincia l Government h as shot·m some 
interest in es tablish ing a Class A park in the v icinity of 
the. old Alexandra Lodge and of the net.., bridging area . How ­
eve r, we are o f the vi ew th at th e h istoric' s i gnifica nce of 
the bridge warran ts r ecogn ition a t a na tion a·l l eve l and 
that national historic p a rk status is l ong overdue. Local 
reports indicate that th e Old Bridge i s showing signs of 
dete rioration and that th e phys ical struc.turcs b':1ilt in a nd 
around the area are no w falli ng into di s r e pair. In addition , 
connecting routeways a nd historic tra ils which once crossed 
the.area are being obliterated by time and alte rnative l and 
u se . 

Th e unique c h arac t e r of th e Fraser Ca nyon a nd the 
feat s of e ngineering di sp l a yed i n th e .construction · of not 
jus t one ~ut tHO nat iona l trans-continental rai l r outes a nd 
the major nationa l road a rtery through the area ar e suffic­
i e nt in our opinion to Ha r rant a ppreciation b y Canadians 
everytvhere . There is curre ntly no publicly .O\..,ncd interpret­
ive stopping point i n ~he Canyon whi c h at t est"s to th e 
importance of t h is area as a centre of na tiona l transport 
and resource indus try history . 



A project of this n ature has long been supported 
by local resi~ents. Further , the location of the Bridge 
in a sparsely popul ated area of the Canyon makes it part ­
icularly attractive for the de~elopment of an appeal ing 
public facility. 

It is our hope that you will afford this prop'osal 
serious conside ration and the highest priority . In the 
interim. should you r equire further information please 
feel free to contact ei ther of us .• at your convenience . 

Yours truly • 

. r:-7kl'i -0140!=e?l- . 
Mary MacQ~~en 
Director . Elec"toral Area B 

t~. 
Lloyd Forman 
Director . Electora l Area A 

c.c . Mr . Alex B: Patterson , M.P. 
Regional Director. Parks Canada , B .C. 
Regiona l Director . Parks Branch . t1inistry of 

Lands , Parks & Hous ing 
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l\LEXl\NDR1\ BRIDGE 
FRIISER- CANYON 

B.C. 

Proposals for designation o f 
a "new Park Facility 

. A delegation by 

-Director Lloyd Forman r 

Ottaw a , June , 1 96 4 . 
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FOR STUDENTS . 
( . I\/"", 'O"V~ -:.. <;~:-I."--_. .{\j" , . .,; 'v _ 

, 
~ . 

LEFT to right: tho tlrot Aloxandr. bridge, built In 1863, Ita luoOO.80r tho preoont-day version 

~ridges that span.the,~generation·s 
Thomas Spente 'W·orked on the stretch from Joseph Trut::h beitJ work . Dtb iD B series sbout transportation In 

from cedar canoes of the mst century to 
need ligbt rapid transit of the 19S0" 
IAVE MA RTIN 
the autumD. of 1860, the first major gold 
.ike in the Cariboo was made at Keithly . 
eck. Within weelu, thousands of pro3peC. 
.lOured 1nl<! the interior. 
l May 2, 1861, Governor Douglas reporttd 
,ndon, "The confirmed impress/oIJ Is ••• . 
i gold field 01 extraordln8l}' richness has 
been discovered." Five weeks later he 
!, "lYe are daily receiv1rJg the most ex· 
liins", aCCOWltJ of lbe almost fabuJouJ 
~ of tb. AllU" Cm! .Dd C.ribilO dig· 

Boston B3r to Lytton. Spence aho built a acrou the canyon ill ij63. Two-and-a·haU 
bridge acro" the Thorop!on river at" Cook', months later, the first fspensioo bridge iD 
Ferry I now Spence, Bridge. a.c. was finished. -

Trutch solved the problem by using mules 
to bring In bales of win!. Then the wire was 
twisted iDto steel cable at the bridge site. 

Waiter Moberly and Cbarles Oppeo.helmer 
had the contract for tbe part along the 
Tbomplo. River from Lytto. I<! Sp.DC.S 
Bridge. 

.. During the openlng ceremony. a lour horse 
_ long held the I team pulled a wagon loaded with 2.7Z1 kilo. 

bridge up. Each of uiie e cables contained , . ·grams of frelgbt out to the middle ot tbe 
1,200 wires carefully w' eo IDgelber. Tbe ' bridge. Even under Ibis weighl, Ibe band. 
c.ble! w"o 13 cent! . . tres In diameter, . built bridge sagged less thaD 63 millimetres, 
AJout the size of a large ~ of peanut butter. about the diameter of a pencil. 

From Yale the Carfboo Wagon Road fol· How do you think TNt' ·h go t these cnor· The bridge was named Alexandra Bridge 
Jowed the west bank ol the Frascr to Spuz. mous cahles to Spuzzu~r. They were much l1fter Prioccss AIcxaodra of Wale!. The origi. 
zum, an Indian word meaning "littls O.at." too large to coU up. Th~ vere too .heavy for oal bridge was badly dama ged dUl'ing t~e 
Here the engineers recommended the road men to carry along the . .. ow trail, and too . . Fraser River flood of 1894. It was repiaced 1.0 
cross to the-east side of the river. . . 100g and awb .. ward to tr~«lxlrt by m~e train . . ';. 1926 wben the Fraser Canyon Highway was 

. " .. .-_______________ , ___ '~· ·!lfr· ----, ;. rebullt. . 

. . I ~ - ' . . ;~~~ ·1:-" Today a modern highway bridge, opened 10 
uglas knew the miners would soon need ' ." . F . I -.. . . I"" r-tf n .' 1962, spans the Fr3ser at A1exa ndra. A, you 
amouotsofto;od.aodequipme·Dt. Hefclt ... . . , )(0 -:11111 Fl('t Ft 11 F- v\ . . . ,. ,~"." this '-'cc, 10" "cri,.,- .'e W M " 

5 e ' al tc a ne le h, :h .. l ~· ~ ,f _. • • • • • • _ 

'c-



Bridges that spanLtheigetieratlons 
Ninth in s sen'es a.bout transport3tiOD itJ Thomas Speoce worked oa the stretch from Joseph Trut~h begai work on a bridge 
.C. from cedsrcnnoes of the Jsst centuryw Boston Bar to Lytton. Spence also built a across the canyon in 1§63. Two-and-a-balf 
IV;lJcedJigbtrapid transitoftbe 19SOs. bridge across the Thompson river at Cook's months later, the first ispension bridge in 
y DAVE MARTIN . Ferry, now Spence! Bridge. RC. was finished. .'f 

! N I;hc ~utumn of,18S0, the first major ,gold Waiter Moberly and Charles Oppenbcimer :two strong cables 153 etTes long hel~ the ' 
i stnke In!b~ Canboo was made at Kelth1y had the I:Ootr3ct for the part along the bridge up. Each of the e cables contamed , 
, Creek. W:thlnweeks, ~ousandsofprospcc. Thompson River from LyUoe to Spences 1,200 wires carefullY wiee w%eth.er. The 
Irspouredwwthelntenor. Bridge . cahles we re 13 cent! tres U1 diameter, 
On May 2,1861, Governor Douglas reported' a~ut tbe slze of a large~, of peanut butter. 

I London, ':The confirrnedJmpre~!ion 13 . .. From Yale the Cariboo Wagon Road fol· How do you think T~ . h got these enor· 
lat a gold fJeld of e.ttraordmary rIchness bas' lowed the west bank of the Fraser w Spuz· mOllS cables to SpuzzUJ:lU' They were much 
'w be,~n discover~d." Fi~e. weeks later he zum, an Indian word meaning "little flat." too large to coil up. They{were too beavy Cor 
rote, Wc ere daily recemJ)K the most ex· Here tbe eogineers recommended the road men to carry along the~rrow trail, and too 
'aordinary accounts of the almost fabulous cross to the-east side of the river. long and awkward to tr " rt by mule train. 
eaicb of the Antier Creek aDd Cariboo dig· ( . . -" . .~ Douglas knew the miners would soon need E . I . '. . I t' ~~~ . 
rge amounts of food and equipmeot. He Celt ., . . 

Trutch solved the problem by usiog mules 
to bring in hales of wire. Theo the wire was 
twisted into steel cable at the bridge site. 

During the opening ceremOD}', a lour horse 
team pulled a wagon loaded with 2,7'1:1 !dlo­
grams o( freight out to the midd le oC the 
bridge. Even under this weight, the hand· 
built bridge sagged less than 53 millimetres, 
about the diameter of a pencil. 

The hridge was named Alex.andra Bridge 
after Princess AIexandra of Wales. The origi· 
nal bridge was bad ly dama ged during the 

. Fraser River flood of 1894. It was replaced in 
1928 when the Fr3ser Canyon Highway was 
rebuilt. 

was esscnti,1 to find a nClvroute by which Xp alnlng an e eC ..J;pn 
eight unloaded fr~m stern~~eele~s 3t Yare,~ 'On Nov. 20, Britisb Columb/lUJs will be Is basic31ly a choice among those people . . . 
I:dd be ts.k~ll by wagons to the Canl:loo: .. ' -- roting in the mUDicipaJ elecUoDs to elect . (c<lodidates) who have ;~ql.d they want to . In return Cor building roads and bndges, 

Today,] modern highway bridge, opened in 
1962, spans the Fraser at Alexaodra. As you 
cross tbis bridge, look upriver. The second 
bridge, now almost 60 yea rs old, still stands. 

In 1561 he ordered the Royal Engineers to thejr representa tives for local go vern- represent the people. :"":ffl: the contractors were allowed to co~ect a ~oll 
Irvey a wagon road through the Fraser Cno. ments. During tbe next two weeks news Caodidates often bel~1i(to associations or fee from travellers who used thclI section 
10. The following year work beg3p on a &to. stories wiIJ be keeping voter! informed, . . of people who wo rk togcUIer to gain sc. oCthe wa goo road. 
lomctre road from Fort Yale to Bark-er- Dbout the c!UJ:t'dates ~nd whst they .bst'e: :;:. ceptaoce for the caUSe oc.\fpinion they hold .. "', ~relght wagoD' croulng Ale:tandra 
Ue. fOSSI. • !. . . . 1 ".' in commoo. These 8!Soctations are called . . Bndge; for example, had to pay $8.14 per 
The Royal Engineers built the two most dif. " .. W1)s t ~s aD eject/oD 7 Charles Ungerlcfd· ~~ .. pcliticai p3rti.es, Caodlda~& oot conn~cted 1,000 kilograms. ~ stage coach pulled by [our 
:ult paru oC the road. These were the 10 erexplaJDs. . . . with aoy political party:~re called lOde· o~ more horses pald $2. Joseph Trutch had the 
!ometres Immediately north of Yale l\od the Whenever" people live together, tb~y " . peodents, .:ij nght to collect these toUs Cor s~ven yc~rs. 
kilometres ea~t from Spcp.ces Bridge along need to make decisions about how tbey . . : "Bef I tlons c oilia tu campaign In i7s.S thao three years this amazu:g road 
eThompson River, . will meet their needs carry out necessary'" ore e cc rt '. ~ _I a ~.nt portof was hrushed. Remarkably, the total cost of 

, . .'. to attract suppo ers, IUl mpe. ... " . b 'Ud' th 64.0 kil t nl ' $1 ?·O . 
A crew of 53 engineers began working on jobs aod resolve conflicts, People Uvwg in .. the campaign Is the cnndidjl,te's attempt to l! 109. e ome res was ~} ,_0, 
e Yale section in May, 1862, Sheer rock groups need govern.ment, make his or her opinionl about Issues " . 000, alHI\Crage cost oC $1 ,953 per Id..lometre. 
ills were cut thro~gb or blasted away. Nar. . In some groups, the people govern. clear to the voters. '. ~~ ; . During the 1950s the road through the cen· 
\V le~ges were \'lldened by chipping away . themselves, making all of the decisions ~?~~ . ' :: yOD was rebuilt. New tunnels were drilled, tbe 
e solid I"?ck. Trees were chopped down and about the group, In most groups the people .The promises v.:bJch caD~ldates make road was made wider, and many steep curves 
cd to. build bridges o~ to. support the road on g.tve tbeir power to elected repr~seDtol. about what they will do U they are 'el~~ted were elimlnated. The cost, however, was 
lts high aoo\'e the sWIl'~gwater. UYe.s who .act for the people Cor a limited to the government .are c_~ed a politic']l much higher than in 15&3. Or.c stretch ol 1'!lad· 
The easier parts of the TOad were built by pcrlod of time. plntiorm, :r::.:~~ , way only I .S ki!ometres long cost $823,149. 
i v.at~ co~tr3ctors, losepb Tru;ch later The pro~ess of choosing a ~epreseot<l./ .·, Follow the ne"" aboui ~~ c,mpafJ!l;Q[;.,.- · .. ,r.-" .... - ... . ':"-.. . . 
C. s flISt lieutc:tant-governor,.built tbc set. th'e by voting Is caUed an election. A voto the cendidilcas in yoursr,,!:.':; ~£ •• ~,~.; • ": ~ • ps ve lJ.:1~ttn Is .3 te~ch~t<DnsuJtan t WJth 
- •• __ "'\' . ____ •• n ._ •. n_ .. . . ... ... '" 1;- \ •. L -tbeVa!1co!Jl·erscnoolcilstrIct. 
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Parks and Housing 
rO I,( et uUl,..uuur ' li.ecreatl on U1V. 
Lo\'lt:.~ r<1ainland Region 
161 0 Indian River Dri ve 
North Vancouver) B. C . 
V7G 1L3 

British Columbia 

Document 19. I Our Fi l e: ALE XANDRII BRIDGE 

Augus t 13, 1980 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Fraser -Cheam Regional District 
46208 Airport Road 
Chi1lil,ack, B. C. 
V2P lA5 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Class 'AI Provincial Park Proposal 
- Alexandra Bridge 

The attached pages sUJl1lla rize a study that "i ll propose the estab­
li shment of a Provinci al Park at Alexandra Bridge. Your conments "/ould 
be appreci ated at this time, in advance of the normal clearance proce­
dure of Lands and Housi ng Regional Operations Division .. 

The intention here i s for Provincia l Parks to assume jurisdiction 
of the exi sting U.R.E.P. Reserve and b/Q other small parcel s currently 
under the "in'g of the Ministry of Highways (1928 bridge approach re­
serve and a gravel reserve \"/est of High\,/ay 111). 

The Provincial Park \-Jould provide expanded roads ide pi cnicki ng op­
portunities and focus on the outstanding interpretive potential of the 
hi storic site . In addition, a campground \1ith 50 units i s proposed for 
the east side of the highway . Access to and from both sides of the hi9h­
"ay wil l be upgraded . 

Except for serv i ce vehicles, pedestrian traffic only will be al ­
lowed dOl;n the old high"ay, over a ne" l evel crossi ng (CN R tracks ) and 
to the bridge itself. 

Please direct your comments to the undersi gned by September 1, 19BO. 
If you hav~ any specific queries , do not hes i tate to t el ephone me at 
929-1291, Thank you. 

, 

D. Bruce 
Regional Master Planner 

iJRts/rud 

. . 



FREEHAN ) 
PTlETTY ( 

EXTRAC'f FROH THE IHNUTES OF A 
SPECIAL 1·1EETING OF THE BOP.RD 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE REG IONAL 
DISTRICT OF F RASER CHE~.H ON 
JUNE 10. 19 8 0 

Document ZO . i 

Resol ved that Provincia l park muna g ernent at 
Sasquat 'ch a nd Chillhlack Lake Par ks b e i mproved; 
that \",hen addi tional Provincial parks ar e ope ned 
in the Region th at adequate funding is a v ai l able 
t o as s ure proper management ; and that priority 
b e given t o the deve lopmen t of a c ampgroun d in 
the Fraser Canyon area. 

Carried 

. . 



Document 21. 

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF A 
PUBLIC ~1EETING HELD IN CONNECTION 
IHTH THE UPDATE OF THE OFFICIAL 
REGIONAL PLAN IN BOS1'ON BAR ON 
MAY 1, 1980 

7. Recreation Deve l opment: 

The area has great recreational potentia1 , and 
strong opinion vIas expressed that fe\., incentives 
are provided "at present for growth in this sector of 
the economy . Specific proposals included: 

(1) A major re-stocking program by Fisheries on 
the Nahatlach system \-1hich has very fe", 
fish at prese~t. 

(2) Development of improved camping faci1ities in 
the Nahatlach Valley. 

( 3) Release of CrO\1n land and development of cottage 
sites in the Nahat lach Valley. 

( 4) Development of a "rest area" for tourists along 
the Trans-Canada in the vicinity of Boston Bar . 

( 5 ) Development of a Provincial Park with c amping 
facili ties in the area . This proposal ,"ras dis­
cussed in the context of competition , ... i th private 
enterprise , but the conce nsus was that little 
competition existed and that di fferent markets 
'-J'ere served by public and private c.ampgrounds .. 
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How many times ' have you crossed 

the graceful, . curving span of the 
Alexandra Bridge in the F.aser Can-

? . .....• ;,:,.,;;.: .~ • . :; .~ yon . . ," ... '., .. .. ... " . . . ; ..• 
Ever wondered about · the history 

beh ind .the old bridge a few' hundr«:d . 
metres upstream? ., :: :.:_~; .. ~.i::>' .•...• 
. Well ; wonder no morel . '.;, ' .. /:i ... 

Some " interesting ·, tidbits :'of , the - '. 
history ',' of this :':structure';':, located ; 
halfway"'betwee'n";Yale · and .Boston .', 
Bar, arc enough- to tempt you to stop ' 

. and walk down to view this important , 
.monument to our pioneers . .. :·· -;:· :: :~'~.· _' 
:.' Actually, although it: may not be . 
readily visible, two ' bridges ''''ere built 
at the present old-bridge site. . All 
three , including ' the structure eu.· 
renUy in use , bore the name .A~exao-
dra . . . . . .. ' ,' : ..... '.1 ~ '.' .' ,~: 

The first bridge was ' : built .. by 
Joseph W. Trutch ' <lS part of the 
eont.acts he held for the .Cariboo 
Wagon Road. . : ':..:. 

Mr . . Truteh received hi s contract 
early in 1863 and. oat being onc to 
waste ·time. hired San Francisco 
engineer A.S. Halledie and set to 
wo. k. ·, By Septembe. of that year, 
the bridge had been designed, con­

. structed. · load-tested ' and opened to 
traffic. ':<~"'.. : .•... ::;7,;;.: ... :;< :: . ..:'.: 

Document 22 • 



.- -,. ..... Mr : " Trutch's~: bridg'e -'(offiCially".;': " 
named in honor ' of the Princess ti; · 'th f 't . d" ." '" . 
Alexandra, :Princess of Wales) span- ,' an el er ,0 t s pte ecess<?fs-stn. 

... d 82 t b 
'd' th t' -. - kes and steel shortages havtng been 

ne me res, n glOg e en tre ,' . d b th' . 
Od h f th F RO t'ls " lOvcnte Y IS hOle. .. '-' WI to ' eraser Ive t a I . '-; • - I 0 ' . . . ' . .'~~_~ It IS a so a much larger bndge, 

natTowe.st powt below H~ll s Gate ... '. _:;.~. boasting '3 24S-metre span compared 
( Despite the ' sho,rt construction .. : to 84 ' ct e f; M C th • 
. timetable! it was no makeshift job. ": ". bridge: ~\ ~. s.~ or "~r. ,, a~~. ~~s. 

'The bndge stood up to the traffic '~. With the Completion of the present " 
of thousands of gold-seekers. mules, crossing in . 1963. Mr. Carruthers· . 
horses. cattle, and even a few camels s' t ~ e like M T tch' b' 0. 

b f h 1
°f th C ' . ru,-,ur, r. ru s elore 1[, 

~ ore t .e com~ etl(:IR. ° e ana- ~. became obsolete. : . .". 
dlan PaCific Railway In 1885 made ..;.,.. '. - ;", .~. " .. ... .. :·i:· 
the canyon road impassa~te .. '.:~: '.'.' - /.:; :Ho~~~e;: thanb' t~ t'he pr~senta- ~ 

.Thou?h. no 10D.ger m~mt:lIned, the . tions of a few interested individuals, . 
first bndf;e continued to carry . .l~." .~ the old bridge was not deinolished. :' 
traffic until the 1894 great flood. - ' '- lllrough .the .cHarts of the hi storic 

TIle .c1os~e of the e::nyon ~oad and sites division, parks branch,' rcerea-
~e ~ndge s fmal demise hel.ghtened . tion .and conscrvatioID department; 
Intenor depe?dcnce on.tht: railway .•. . the bridge was designOll.ted an hi"storic 

After conSiderable public pressure site in 1974. . ,: :' .... , , 
-l;lrobably brought .on . . b.y CPR A provincial picniC: site o~ ' the 
freight. rates-the prOVinCial ~overn· highway's west side. just upstream 
men~, tn the early 1920s, ~eclded to from the new bridge , makes an ideal 
rebUild th: road and the bn~ge. . stopping place to break the monotony. 
~.e deSign and construction of the of a long trip. ." 

second Alexandra Bridge became ' the . . . . . ,.. '--' . :. 
responsibility of A.L. Carruthers, A short walk down the old highway 
bridge engineer for the provincial- leads to Mr. Carruther:s' bridg~ and a 
department public works. glimpse of the past. - • 

Design work began in early 1925 If you are particularly observant, 
· and the bridge was completed and you may see the remains of Mr. 

load-tested by August 1926. ' Trutch's bridge and the old CaribOO 
Despite the canyon highway'~ in· road. ..\ 

· adequacy for the rapidly-improving . You may. even catch, a glimpse o'f 
automobile, the bridge remained in an old. fur brigade trail that. once 

· service until the early 19605_ :.: , !' linked the interior to the coast via 
The third ' and present Alexandra Anderson Creek and the NiQ)la Val-

Bridoe tnok muc:h lonoe.r to huilti lc:v. 
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III STORIC SITES liNO 110:M'H lT S BOARD OF ~A!IAIiA', 
Document 2}. 

Extract fl' om the I·:inu tes· of the . 
I'ceting of November 28", 29. and 30 . 197;1<" . 

Approved by the !1i n i ster 
flay 31 , 1976. 

, . ' J oseph Wil11am Trut c h 
· ' .. 

that Joseph WiLliam Trutch is of national 
" 

historic significance and should be 

commemorated by a plaq u.e on the Spuzzum 

Suspension Bridge on th e Fraser Canyon 

in British Columbia. 
" .. . • 

.. : . 
~ " · . " , " 

, 
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Construcl/on of/he CPR destroyed much of the 
Car/boo Wagon Road In Ihe Ffluer Canyon and 
Ihe roule wasn't re-opened until 1926 with a 
new AleJ{;Jndra suspensIon bridge. Shown 
above, Its design Is Ihe same as /h e original. It 
was e~'cn built ID the same locallon. Id/hough 
sIx feel hIgher above the river. 

The presenl brIdge Is lust ups/ream. with :I 

close-up on Ihe opposite page. Bu/ll a l:l cosl 01 
n08rly $5 mIllion, It Is one of Ihe largest 01 lis 
type In the world. 

• 
Tho I/rst bridge sI Aloxondra. opposite. was 
completed tn lB63 ot a cost 01545.000.11 was 
Ihe I/rst suspension bridge In the Wesland be­
come B famous landmark on the Cortboo 

WlIgon Rand. 

10 
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it · ALE)(ANDRA 
by GEORGE NEWELL 

, ,; 

• ". w' 
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On the Traos-Canada. Highway near the 
c ommunity of Spuzzum in the FraserCan-

. , yon Is Alexandra Bridge. Completed in "' 
1962. the steel and concrete structu re 
arches /i30 feet ab9ve the Fraser River 
and spans over ~ quarter mile, the second 
largest bridge of its ¥type in !h,e world. In 
addition to this claim to international s tat­
us, It mai'1tains a trad.i1ion started over a 
century ago since itJs the third bridge to 
span the river at Spuzzum. The Ori9 i:". 
was completed as part of the Cariboo 
Wagon Road In 1863, the first suspension 
bridge in what is now Western Canada. 
Although the pioneer bridge cost only 
$45,000 compared with 'S5 million for its 
modem counterpart. it vtas no less a mar­
vel of engineering achievement Fortu­
nately, a c omplete description of it still 
survives in the Public Archives at Vic toria. 

But before looking at \he d etails of the 
'ploneerstrocture and the lirst suspension 
bridge bum in the west, here is some his· 
torical background to explain Its location 
and reason for being built. 

Spuzzum was recog nized ns a potentia 
crossing place in the 1840's when thf 
Hudson's Bay Company, searching for, 
convenient way to the upp~r reaches 0 

the Fraser and to Ihe IntEF " , ~ et the coun 
try, examined a number ,,:: '.,:;; Ies, But thi 
difficulties encountered l a the Frase 
Canyon d iscouraged the great fur corn 
pany and trails were develbped througi 
other vaDeys. Then the 1858 gold rush to 
the Fraser which brought some twenty 
five thousand m'en to the region, change. 
the pIcture. GovemorOouglas 0 1 tha ne· ... 
Iy establlshed colony 01 British Colurnbi 
asked ' h is of1lcials to make a re-exalT 

, . !nation of the Canyon. In the meantime, a 
;~:: the restless miners moved upstream i 

search of gold. Franklin Way estahlishe 
a ferry near Spuzzum by stretching cable 
over the river and utilizing the power t 

the river to push his boat across. 
It was some time, however, before g o' 

amment oHicfals decided Ihat the ma' 
road to the Interior would be thro~Ii'n It 
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BOOT 

An 8" cillan upper boot w!lh vibram lug 
sole ond heel. The boot with grip­
when you need 11. Carried In stock sizes 
6 through 12 "EE". 

Each pair stitched, crolled ond finally 
llpproved, under the personal supe r· 
vision 01 Doyton's vctemn bench 
foreman. 
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In August 1863, Second Corporal J.C. While 01 
th" Royal Englntlers mode the ObO~8 tfaclng of 
the plan ollhe or/fllnel suspension bridge III AI· 
8x8ndra. 

Fraser Canyon. Chief Justice Matthew 
BaUlie Begble examined the Canyon and 
reported to Governor Douglas In April 
1859 that he doubted whether a satlsfac· 
tory road could be built along the Fraser. 
l ate in 1858 a trail had been slashed 
around the Canyon to lillooel and in 1860 
it was widened to a wagon road. But the 
Canyon was not abandoned. The Royal 
Engineers located a possible route on the 
west bank of the river ber-... een Fort Yale 
and Spuzzum 'and in the summer of 1860 
work was undertaken on a new trail along 
this part. Then In 1861 Governor Douglas 
outlined a plan as bold as anything pre· 
vlously undertaken In North America. An 
1a..foot·wide wagon road was to be con· 
structed through the Fraser Canyon from 
Fort Yale to end some four hundred miles 
north at the Cariboo goldfields. 

This development, of course, brought 
the problem of bridging Ihe river 10 the 
fore. Richard Hicks. government agent at 
Yale, realized the potential of the Spuz· 
zum site and suggested to Douglas that 
"A good bridge could be erected at a very 
small cost at Spuzzum ... and a small toll 
levied until the bridge was paid for." Then 
in October 1861, Sergeant McColi of the 
Royal Engineers reported that he had 
found a location at which a bridge could 
be built The following year tenders were 
invited for construction . 

Early in 1863. Joseph William Trutch, 
who later became B.C:s first LIeutenant· 
governor, was awarded the contract. He 
chose as his designer and builder. A. S. 
Halladie of San Francisco, a man whose 
success as a builder 01 suspension 
bridges In California had won him wid e­
spread recognition, and who was to gain 
more lasting fame for his work in helping 
establish San Francisco's cable cars 

which are still in operation and ca rry 
some 10 million people a year. Halladie 
quickly completed th e structure. On Sep· , 
tember 12, 1863, th e Victoria newspaper, : 
the British Colonist. described the build­
Ing of the bridge and the finish ed product 
'In vivid detail: 

.. It is admirably Si tuated, at a Cl' : 
traction of the ri ... er, where the bed·roe!; 
rises almost perpendicular on both sides. 
the towers springing up almost Immedi­
ately over thle water, and the bridge, hav· , 
ing a clear span of 268 feet, gives to the ' 
stru cture a great appearance 0 1 magnifi­
cence and boldness. At low water th e 
roadway at. the bridge will be 90 feet 
above the stream, and the highest rise of 
this year's 'CYater was 26 feet below th e 

. lowest point of the bridge. : 
-The timber for this work was cut in the 

forests near the spot. and all sawing was 
done by hand. The tower timbers are each 
20 Inches square. Supporting the cables 
are 16 of these sticks, each 26 feet 6 inch­
es long, 4 sticks being framed together by 
means of 14 girth timbers and 17, 1 Y4 inch 
wrought·iron bolts, spread at bottom, ­
resting on heavy sills. and coming togeth­
er at the top, forming a pyramid of mas­
sive timber. On the summit is fitted a 
heavy cast- iron saddle. covering 1t1e 
whole of the timbers, and keeping 1he 
cable which rests on It in position; 'this 
arrangement forms one of the towers, 
there being In all fou r of them, two at each 
end of th e bridge. These towers aro 
erected on massive granite piers 01 excel· 
lent masonry, the piers being 32 fee11,on91 
by 12 feet wide on top. Th e stone was 
quarried out at the spot. and \he limel' 
employed was obtained six miles !tom Ihe 
bridge, where an excellent quaMy of timEt:, 
stone had been discovered in grading th, 
road. . ~ 

"The cables. of which there aTe two, are/ _ 
each -<Y2 inches in diameter, 528 le~1 
Ion:;,. and aTe composed of 1264 wlrc~J 
I.".id up in linseed oil. and pro.tected e~:~ 



(lally by a coating of tar, pitch and oil 
boiled together, and payed on while hot; 
each of these cables weighs 1210ns. They 
were comp[etely finished before being put 
over Ihe towers; they were manufactured 
at a point half a mile from the bridge and 
transported 10 the bridge on 25 trucks 
built for Ihat purpose. 

"The current al this point when th e river 
Is hIgh is extremely rapid and dangerous. 
A small line Vi inch thick was first taken 
across by means of a canoe going a long 
distance up the river and dropping down 
as it crossed; then a stronger line was 
taken across by means of the small one, 
and finally a wire cable 1 ~ inch in diame­
ter, was placed in position and fi rmly 
anchored on both sides of the river; by 
means of this small cable the larger ca· 
bles we now see and to which the en tire 
bridge is attached, were taken over and 
pu t in position. . 

" These cables are secured on the west 
side by means of massive bolts, 3Y, Inch· 
cs In dIameter, each set fou r feet Into the 
hard bed rock; and on the east side by 
means of granite masonry, built under· 
g round sixty feet in the hill from the 
roadway. The cables hang with a deflec· 
tion of 20 feet. Attached to each cable, 
equ[-distant and five leet apart are 52 sus­
pension rods, H', inches In diameter, of 
varIous lengths, shortening towards the 
centre, in such a manner as to give the 
roadway below a curve of two feet raise In 
the span. Attached to the lower end of 
these rods and sustained by two nuts are 
52 beams, each 17 feet long, 14 by 6 inch­
es, set up edgewise; on these beams the 
platform is built, with 7 sets of stringers, 3 
by 10, l irmly bridged on the top of whIch is 
th e planking, 4 inches th ick; this lsall bolt· 
ed together by means of V. -Inch bo lts, no 
nails or spikes being used In the platform . 

" Attached 10 the cables and platform 
direct. and on each side of the brIdge, Is 
an arrangement of diagonal b racing , very 
l ight In appearance, forming an effective 
truss, and rendering the bridge perfectly 
rigid. From the platform four wire guys are 
faslened to the rock in each bank; thus by 
means of the truss and guys, all undula­
tion or oscillation is entirely prevented. 

" The dlslance between the cables [s 14 
feel, thus giving ample room for all th e 
traffic likoly to pass over It. 

" The cables and ironwork are painted 
black, the tImber and woodwork white. " 

The bridge, named Alexandra In honor 
of the Princess of Wales, was tested with a 
four-horse team pulling a wagon loaded 
with three tons. It sagged less than one­
quarter of an Inch. Until 1869 Trutch col­
lected tolls In order to pay for his con­
struction costs but then sold hIs Interest. 
Short ly thereafter ownership passed to 

the B.C. government which discontinued 
collecting tolls on September 21, 1870. 

For over twenty years th e bridge was a 
familiar landmark 10 the drivers of the 
stagecoaches and lumbering freigh t 
wagons,to miners, merchants and all oth­
ers heading into Interio r RC. Then during 
the 1880's constructi on of the CPR 
destroyed much of the Wagon Road 
through the Canyon and the route was 
closed. The bridge fell into disuse and 
during the great flood o f 1894, parts of the 
decking were carried away. In July 1912 
the local road superintendenl. Oan Suth. 
er[and, cut the cables because of the dan­
ger of accident to those pedestrians who 

Get the full picture by 
sending in coupon or call 
into the factory sa les lot. 

LIGHT STRONG . 

continued 10 use the bridge. Therealler all 
that remained were the piers - and the 
memory of a noble structure. 

Today, a cairn at the western approach 
to the modern Alexandra Bridge helps 10 
keep this memory alive. Although it is 
dedicated to the Royal Engineers, ils sen­
timent applies to all those who helped 
build the Carib oo Wagon Road over a 
century ago. It reads, in pa rt: "" • . . in com­
mem o rati o n of t he work ... an d . ln 
respectfu l admiration of the skill and 
energy displayed . . . from 1859 to 1863 in 
the construction of the original Cariboo 
Highway through the Fraser Canyon , this 
tablet is erected and dedicated." - D 
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The Registry of designated sites and objects is a compilation of 
all known heritage designations in the province of British 
Columbia . 
It has been compiled for the convenience of easy reference and 
will be updated annually. 
If a designation has been omitted please notify: 

Resource Information Centre 
Heritage Conservation Branch 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria , B,C . 
VBV lX4 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

AHSPA Archaeological and Historic Sites protection Act 

HCA Heritage Conservation Act 

HOPA Historic Objects preservation Act 

MA Section 714A of the Municipal Act 

vc Vancouver Charter 

m.d . Hi ni sterial designation 

o/e order-in-Council 



14. REGIONAL DISTRICT : FRASER-CHEru1 

LOCATION 

Provi ncial 

Hope Slide area 

yale Indian Rese r ve i21 
L.S.IS, Section 24, Tp. 7, 
R.26 , \'l'6H 

S. E •. quarte r of L.S . S, 
Section 2, Tp . 9,. R. 26 , W6M 

Lot I . B, Group 1 , Y.D.Y.O. 

Municipal 

Chill1 ..... ack 

·44 Spadina Avenue 

NAHE AUTHORITY 

Dewdney Trail or Enginee r s l AHSPA , m. d ., April 18 , 1974 
Road, the Royal Engineers' 
Grave and Memorial Cairn 

MilUken AHSPA , m.d. , May 26 , 1961 

Alexandra Bridge AHSPA , m.d ., Harch 13 , 1974 

Alexandra Lodge ~, m.d. , February 1 , 1974 

Ci ty Hall HeA , by-law 99, January 26, 1981 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

Document 26 . 

August 12. 1985 

The Hon. Suzanne Blais-Grenier, 
Minister of Environment, 
Otta wa , Ontario 
KIA OH3 

Dear Madam Ministe r: 

Thank you for your letter of June 6, 1985. concerning 
our proposal for the establishment of a -Fraser Canyon National 
Historic Park", which was r eceived by the Regional District 
Board at its regular meeting on July 16th. 

We were disappointed to read your second paragraph 
which implies a narrow and limited interpretation of our 
proposa l. It is certa inly true that we would welcome federal 
recognition of the bridge structure itself. of its engineer 
Mr. Trutch and of the 'Hudson 's Bay Fur Brigade Tra~l. but our 
proposal is altogether more wide- r anging than tbis. ·It· 
emphasizes the nationa l significance , and the umique convergence 
at this s ite, of a range of interpre tive themes focussed upon. 
but not limited to, . the history of tr a ns portation engineering 
as it r e lates to stages of economic and political development. 
Not only is the site one of outstanding natural and heritage 
res ource values, but it spans both major trans-continen t al 
railwa ys , the Trans-Canada Highway a nd the Fraser ·~iver. 

Please be assure d that our Boa rd is indeed convinced 
of the exceptiona l national significance of the Fraser Canyon 
and of the feats of transportation e ngineering ~hich enabled 
Ca nadians to reach the Pacific coast through this route. The 
current extent of Federal recognition of the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada in 1976 is documented in our brief 
(document 23), and we would urge your Ministry and Board to givr 
serious consideration to our more ambitious pr.oposaL .. 

Thank you for your attention in th~s matter. 

Yours trul ~ __ ! l 

~.:s=-;...." .. .. 

~" ohn Jansen 
.. :::::.--' Chairman of the Board 

c.c. Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P. 

JJ:im 

8430 Cessna Drive, Chl11iwack, Brilish Columbia V2P 7K4 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

Document 27 . 

Sept ember 30, 1985 

Hon. Tom McMillan 
Minis ter of Environment 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OA6 

Dear Hr. Minister ; 

File f 10-35-85-111 

RE: PROPOSED FRASER CANYON NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK 

As you may know, the Regional Board appro a che d 
your predecessors in an attempt to gain f e d eral r e c ognition 
for the historic site at Alexandra Bridge , in the Fraser 
Canyon. 

I would like to t a k e this opportunity to impress 
on you that the Regional District Boa,rd is convinced of the 
major n a tional historic significance o f transcontinent a l 
transportation linka ges and of the Frase r Canyon corridor 
as a site.. l'1e have been disappointed in the past that our 
proposa l for a Frase r Canyon Nationa l Historic Park has 
bee n interpreted too narrowly in the conte xt of the historic 
significa nce of the extant artifacts and especi a lly the 
suspens ion bridge . We c ertainly agree that the suspension 
bridge would form an ide al c e ntrepi ece for the proposed 
park. Our brie f to your Ministr y, ho\ ... ever , pleads for 
recognition of the Canyon and it's transportation routes as 
a vital and historic c omponent of n ationa l uni t y , c onfederation 
and access to the P acific Coast. I would ask tha t you 
review our proposal in this broader context , and trust that 
you will a\ ... ard it the priority which we fee~ it dese rves .. ' 

••• 2 

8430 Ccssna Driye, Chilliwack, Brilish Columbia V2P 1K4 



Hon. Tom McMillan -2- Septembe r 30, 1985 

I am enclosing an additional copy of oUr earlier 
brief on this matter for your personal attention. Regretably, 
this copy does not have the coloured photographs which were 
included in the original, but you may find it of interest. 

I look forward to your early attention to this 
matter. 

Yours truly, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED 

J. Jansen 
Chairman of the Regional Bo?' 

/pcp 
cc; Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P. 

Hon. Tom water land, M.L.A. Minister of Forest s 
Director Lloyd Forman, Electoral Area IIA" 
Director Mary MacQueen, Electoral Area nB" 

"Dr. Charles H~hries, Professor , University of B.C. 
Mr. Russell Irvine, Heritage Conservation Branch, Victoria. 



ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 

OCTOBER 19 85 - MARCH 1987 
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Document 28 . 

REGIO 

Hon. Tom McMillan 
Minister of Environment 
House of Commons 
Ottawa , Ontario 
KIA OA6 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

>le>,.·DICT OF FRASER·CHEAM 

October 18, 1 98 5 

DEPT. 

FIlE No 

8430 CESSNA DRIVE 
CHILUWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-0061 

..... AEPl..Y OVOTE 

10-3 5 - 85-111 

RE: PROPOSED FRASER CANYON NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK 

Further to the l etter dated Septembp. r 30th from the 
Chairman of the Regional Board we would like to express as 
elected off icals representing the Fraser Canyon , our personal 
support for the proposed National Historic Park, and to convey 
t o you the strong feelings of support which exist in the 
l ocal communit i es. We are fortunate in ~his case that the 
project woul d be compl ementary , and in no \~ay disruptive , 
to local enterprises , communitie s and private interests ~ 

We believe also that the Fraser Canyon Natio n al Historic 
Park would quickly become one of the most visited parks in 
the entire system . Located , as it is, astride the Trans­
Canada Highway in one of the most scenic stretches of i ts 
entire route , visitorship and r evenues would be h igh . 

Recent discussions with Dr . Charles Humphries , Acting 
Chairman of the Historic Sites and r.tonurnents Board of Canada , 
emphasized the concern , which cannot be i gnor ed , for frugal 
management of l imited Federal fund ing and we are indeed 
sympathetic to your problems in this respect because we face 
similar dilemmas at a much smaller sca l e on our Regional 
Board . However , we know that the Provincial government has 
already expressed a wil l ingness and intention to invest 
sufficient development and management funds at the Alexandra 
Bridge sit e to justify its status as a Class A Pro vincial 
Park and it seems likely that a cost- shared deve l opment could 
be undert aken with minimal strain on Federal resources ~ 

• . .•.••... /2 



October 18 , 1 985 Page 2 

~'l e a ga in urge yo ur f a vo urab l e r e view o f our proposed 
Nationa l Historic Pa rk. 

/krng 

Yours truly, 

/lT~#'~ 
Dire ctor Mary HacQueen 
Electoral Area "B" 

!l~ 
Director Lloyd Forman 
Electoral Area "A" 

c.c. Mr. Ross Be l sher , M. P. 
Hon. Torn ~'i"aterland , M.L.A., Minister of Forests 
Dr . Charles Humphries , Professor , University o f B.C . 
Mr . Russell Irvine, Heritage Conservation Branch, Victoria 
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OC.tObVl 24 , 198 5, 

rite HOII . Tom 1.Idli .. Uall . 
M.i.IU6tCJt 06 Env.iAol1mC!.ltt 
HoU6e.. 06 Cblltmon6 

. Ottawa , OntaJUo 
K1A OA6 

VeM till. , Mc,I{,i,Ucm : 

Re; Pltopo."d FWeJL Canllon Nationat H-i.6toJUc PMI, 

We would Like to take tlLi4 oppoll.tul1dy to " "'pile,,,. on Yolt tha.t 
Rainbow COUYLuy ViAUo!L,6 I AM~Oc.i..a;ti.1m i.A cOl1v.utce.d oS t:lte F..a..jolL 
national. h-iAt.olvi..c. .6-<gn.i6.tgallce. 06 .tJLat't.ll-coltUnenta.l U al1&poJt..ta.t..ioll 
-Unkagu, and oil tlte F"-MeJL Canyon co"-,,,,-dO"- M it .de. 

We CUte the tOWtA...ot. M.60c,.i.a..t.i0I1 Jt.eplluen.u.119 the FIlMeJl- C/1(~.am 
Reg-i.onai. V-i.6:tJt.i.c.t, Md 6uUy and wlto.e."heall.t"d~~ '''ppoll.t the 
po<.nt 06 v.iew taken by the Reg,i,ollai. V-i.6tJt.i.ct. 

YOuJL6 .<.nCeJLety, 

PETER VE LLEMAN 
PRESI ENT 

VISITORS' ASSOCIATION 

cc: ROM BwheJL, M, P, . 
The HOn, Tom WateJLtalld, M,i"Li4teJL 06 Fo,,-u,u , V-ictnJL-i.o. s.c. 

( ViL •. p, Cavi •.. V-i.JLecto,,- 06 PR.amul1g, Reg-i.ollai. V-i.6:tJt.i.c.t 06 FIllUVl-C(,eam 
INt. Ro-';'--ilagen , Ec.otlonu.c. Vevelopment 06 6·i..c.eIt 

RECEiVED 
OCT28 1985 

REGIO:NAL DISTRICT 
OF FRASER.CHEAM 



THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
_217 - 19801 WEST MALL 

VANCOUVER. B.C .. CANADA 

DEI',\IlTMENT OF GF.OGRAI'IIY 
TEl.EI'IIONF. l6(H) ~28 ·2663 

Mr. Lawrence Friend 
Assistant Secretary 
Historic Sites and Monuments 

Board of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIA lG2 

Dear Mr. Friend: 

V6T lW5 

November I, 1985 

Document 30 . 

i:: ..:.\:!o~;r. :. C'L: r c: ret 
O.? FnASi~·C~ E.;.~r 

I have read the proposal from the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam 
for a Fraser Canyon National Historic Park and write to support the 
suggestion and to offer a brief comment. 

The site is dramatic beyond words, and its national significance 
overwhelming . Essentially, it is the funnel through which pass the 
transportation systems that have allowed first British Columbia and t hen a 
t r ans-continental Canada to exist. In 1862 Royal Engineers built the wagon 
road that . gave the British Columbian interior a port in British terri t ory 
and, in the turbulent conditions of gold rushes dominated by American 
miners . allowed a British territory to survive north of the 49th parallel. 
Twenty years later the C. P.R. was built through the same gorge , the promised 
railway that brought British Columbia into Confederation and on which~ 
eventually , a trans-continental economy would depend. Later another 
railway (the Canadian Northern) , then an automobile highway connecting t he 
Lower Mainland to the B. C. interior and, finally , the Trans- Canada Highway 
all woul d pass through the same gorge . These are the links that have made 
a trans-cont inental Canada feasible; in a very direct sense the na tional 
enterprise is channelled into a few yards on either side of the Fraser River . 

l~ese layers of transportation are all repre sented in the proposed 
park, some , of course, s till in use . From t he existing Alexandra bridge~ 
built in 1926 , one sees the old wagon road . the C. P . R. tracks . the C.N. 
tracks, and the modern highwaY 'bridge -- arteries, past and present , of 
a nation. It is not any single fea ture of transportation but the assemblage 
in an overwhelmingly dramatic site that gives this short str etch of the 
Fraser River its poignancy and meaning . Nowhere else in Western Canada is 
so much that has been essential for this nation packed into so sma ll a space . 

The highway bridge of 1926 is the appropriate focus of the park, as i t 
stands midway between the first and most modern transpo rtation i n the canyon; 
more incidentally, it reveals much about expec tations for the automobile 
and the state of highway engineering early in the automobile age . Of cour se 
the theme of transportation, crucial to this country, is the theme a r ound 
which this park would be planned. Harold lnnis would have loved this place . 

. . /2 



Mr. Lawrence Friend - 2 - November 1, 1985 

The site s hould be develope d cautiously , with full appreciation of 
its meaning and as little modification as possible . The cos t s would not 
be large; for a relatively modest expenditure and with sensitive hands at 
the helm, this could be one of the most or i ginal and telling of the national 
historic parks in Canada. 

I will comment more fully if you wish . 

CH/ sp 

cc: The Honou rable Tom McMillan 
Dr. Charles Humphrie s 
Dr. Pete r Cave 

Yours sincerely. 

R.C. Harris 
Professo r 
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Ho~ . Tom Ncr-tillan, 
Hini.ster of Environment , 
House of Ccmnons, 
ottawa, Ontario 
KlA OA6 

Dear t-lr. Minister: 

c· 

Box 35, Wh is tl.r. B.C. 
VON l BO 

"'. ~ .. :' ... 
Iv - l~ · Document 31. 

Wtlistle r 932-5535 
Vancouver Direct 688-6018 

Novecl:>er 5th. 1985_ 

Re: Prop:>sed Frase r Canyon Na tional Historic Park 

Al thoU3h I have r£) direct cormecticn with Fraser-<llearm 
Regional District I would l ike to support its idea concerning a 
national par k. I do t..l-tis beca use I am conce rned with developing 
the tourist potential of the HONe Sound-Frase r Canyon. l oop ~hich 
passes through Whistler . 

It does seem a ....orthy prop:lsal about an historic site I would 
enjoy vis iting. I don I t see \'.ohy many others should not feel. the 
same. 

pn 

• c.c. El la Pretty, 
Regional District of Fraser-cheam 

Yours sincerely, 

T. ROOgers, 
~layor. 



Document 32 . 

P.O. Box 74, Yale, B.C. VOK 2S0 

Noverroer 8, 1985 

Hon. Tom VcNillan l>lP 
t-'..inister of Environment 
Ottawa, Ontario. 
KlA OA6 

flear Sir: 

{ 

At our NO'V'E5lber 4th. 1985 general meeting the vote was carried 
in favour of the prolY.'sal - that the Alexandra Bridge site be declared; 
~aser Canyon National Heritage Park •. 

This is an ideal site to centre around the theme "tramsp:>rtation"' 
in British Colurrbia and Canada - \,lith additional interests such as 
salrrcn, the Caril:oo Wagon J.bad, Indians, Fraser Canyon etc:.. 

Please give t.lris proPJsal your profound oonsideratiofL 

Yours very tnll y , 

V~ t ,.4 .ad::£~ 
Verna Shilson (Io'.rs.) 
President 

c.c . Hon .. 'lbn \~aterland MLA 
Minister of Forests 
Parliarrent Ruildings 
Victoria, B .. C. VfN LX4 

F.on. Rass Bel sher MP 
Fraser Valley East 

. . House ·of .. COrmons 
Ottawa, onto KlA OA6 

Mrs .. Mi.u:y t·acQueen Director Area "B" 
Re.'-rional District':-"of Fraser: Chearn ,. 
Box 63, Yale, S .c. 

enclos ure : 

. . 

. . 

'. 

, . 
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Document 33 . 

CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF NEW WESTMINSTER 

P. J . U-HKI!'l 
Cit1 Cl ... 

r ,~.~ .:. :"'I O
· :."&: 

ctTY IIALL 

. - . 
I' , 

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

1985 November 13 

The Honourable Tom !'lc~Iill an 
Minister of Environment 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC 
V8V l X4 

Dear Ur. Minister : 

su Roy.IAv ...... 
,,_ Wnunin.tc1-. ac. V3L III 

"'UI.tp~ S21-3';'11 

At the 1985 November 12 meeting of the Ne\v Westminster City 
Council, the following resolution was passed: 

THAT Council supports the proposal and appli­
cation to the Hi s t o ric Si tes &: )tonu~ent s 
Board of Canada by the Regional District of 
Fraser-Cheam for the establishment of a 
Fraser Canyon Historic Park at the Alexandra 
Bridge site, near Spuzzum BC. 

Yours truly, 
- (jr..:G;;·:'~'.l S!GN:::C BY 

P.; . l A~'·.IN 
CITY CLERK 

P.J. Larkin 
CITY CLERK 

PJL: lcm 

c y.!rs. E. Pretty. DireCtor 
Regional District of Fras er-Cheam 
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Document 34 . .q 

.IL! J. V Ji ( LOWER MAJINLAND 
MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION 

M A I-----=-.=.=-=--=.:::==-=-==-==-===-=--==-==-=-=~ 
511 ROYAL AVENUE, NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. V3L 1H9 TELEPHONE: 521-3711 

1985 November 25 

The Honourable Tom McMillan 
!linister of Environment 
Parliame nt Buildings 
Victoria, BC 
V8V lX4 

Dear Mr . Minister: 

I~ 

-..... "" . " . ... . , .' ". 

At the 1985 Octob e r 24 meeting of the Lowe r :Mainland Municipal 
Association, th e foll owing r esoluti on was passed . 

THAT the LMMA supports the proposal and appli­
cation to the Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board of Canada b y the Regional District of 
Fraser- Cheam for the estab lis hme nt of a 
Fraser Canyon Historic Park at the Alexandra 
Bridge site, near Spuzzum, BC. 

Yours truly. 

//~J'; 
P.J. :rd 
Secret ary- Treasurer 
Lower Mainland Municipal Assoc. 

cElla Pretty 
VRegional Di s trict of Fraser-Cheam 



Document 35 . 

THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF MATSQUI 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

Honou r able Tom NcHillan 
Ninister of Environment 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OA6 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

1985 11 25 

- - . ' . :; 

-- .. 

The Council of the District of Mats qui r ecently r eceived information 
on the proposal by the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam to establish 
a Fraser Canyon Nation~l His toric Park at the Alcxandra Sridge site 
near Spuzzum, British Columbia. 

One cannot travel through the Frase r Canyon without becoming 
awesomely aware of the feat s of transport a tion engineering which 
enabled Canadians to gain passage through this impossible gorge to 
the Pacific coas t. The outstanding natural and heritage resource 
values of the site at Alexandra Bridge, together with the fact that 
the bridge spans both major trans-continental raiit-lays,. the. Trans­
Canada Highway and the Fraser River, are of · nationa l significance_ 

The }mtsqui Council is fully supportive of this proposed National 
Historic Park, and ~e would encourage your favourable consideration~ 

bee: Ella Pretty, Direc tor 
Electoral Area IIFII 

Yours truly,. 

',/- / . 
• ;:;7.<JZ o7 /..."~r· /. 
Harry De Jong 
Mayor 

~r Way. Clearbrook, B.C. V2T lW7 Tclephone8S3-2281 

. j 

! 
- ': • f' .. :':".::.:.. ---. 



Document 36 . 

5549· 2D4T H STR EET. 1I,NG l EY. S.C .• V3A 1Z4 

PHO!'l:E ~JO-3 1 Jl 

FROM THE OFFICE QF Ci ty Cl er k PLEASE QUOTE FILE NUMBER 

Mrs. Ella Pr e t ty 
Dir ector 
Electoral Are a "F" 
Regi ona l Di strict of Fraser-Cheam 
8430 Cessna Drive 
Chilliwack, B . C. 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Mrs . Pretty: 

1985-11-27 

ALEXANDRA BRIDGE & PROPOSED NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK 

Langley City Council, at thei r November 14, 1985 meeting, 
receive d your October 31 letter pertaining to the s uggestion 
that the Alexandra Bridge and s urrounding area be declared a 
National Historic Park in the Fraser Canyon. City Council 
enthusiastically supported that recommendation and attached is 
a copy of the lette r that went fonJard to the Honourable 
Mini s t e r of Environmeht. 

RDW/jrnf 
Enc. 

Yours very truly , 
CITY OF LANGLEY 

R. D. Wilson, CMC 
City Clerk/Deputy Administrator 

. . . ... . ~ ' .-

.-- . .. ... ' -- .' --" " ' -

G···· .. 
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The Honourable Tom McMillan. 
Mini s try of the Environme nt, 
Hou s e of Commons . 
OTTAWA. ONTARIO . 
K1A OA6 

Dear Mr. Minist e r: 

I r) -
Document 37. 

' : IT)" OF VI\ {': ( ~ \..~ l1VJ:l( 

!lRITISI I f'": CU , I ' MRIA 

V !~ .... · IV- \ 

November 27 th. 1985. 

--- ----1 
. ~.'! -;-:' ~ ~, 

. ..--- -- !~ - 5 , _~ .;, ,J 

'- _ . 1 

. . 
At a meeting of the Lower Mainland Municipal Association ' at 
the beginning of November. the propos al by the Re gional District 
of Fras er-Cheam for a national hi s toric pa rk t o be established 
in the Fraser Canyon was discussed and the Association resolved 
to support thi s worthwhile national historic project. 

You will know from corres pond e nc e with the Chairman of the 
Regional Board for the Fraser-Cheam District tha t the proposed 
Fra s er Canyon national hi s toric park has ma jor na tional signifi ­
canc e a s a key-link in the trans con't inental transpo r ta t ion 
route s as Canada was pushing f rom the At l antic Ocean to the 
Pacific Ocea n. The park i s loc a t ed adjace nt to the Trans Canada 
Highway and would be accessible to all travelling Canadians 
as they t our along the Fras er Ca nyon corridor. 

I t i s my sincere 
cons idera tion and 
and s uppor t by the 

hope that you will give th is project every 
that you will find it worthy of sponso r s hip 
Min i stry of the Envi r onme nt. 

b.c. c . E~la Pre tty, Direc tor, 
Elec t ora l Ar e a "F" 

Your s truly. 

Michael HarcQurt. 
MAYOR_ 

Region a l Di s tri c t of Fras e r -C he am. 
8430 Ces sna Dri ve, 
CHILLIWAr.K ~ r 



Document 38 . 

m
~ 
'. ,.: :---, 

CI,..,..O,. . ~,",O\.:c r 

5549 - 204TH STREET, LANGlEY. B.C., V3A 124 

PHONE 530·3131 

FROM THE OFF1CE OF City Cler k PL EASE QUOTE FI LE NUM BE R 

The Honourable Tom McMillan 
Minister of Environment 
House of Commons 
Ottawa 
Ontario 
KIA OAG 

. Dear Mr. Minister: 

1985-11-27 

PROPOSED FR.lISER CANYON NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK 

At a r ecent meeting of Langley City Council, the Counci~ went 
on r e cord as unanimouslY endorsing the sugges tion advanced by 
the Regional District of Frase r-Che am that the A1exandra Bridge 
loca ted on the Fraser Canyon be declared a 'Nationa~ Historic 
Park' site. The old Alexandra Lodge itself does have a v.ery 
colourful history a nd we urg'e your Ministry to at least have 
Parks Canada study the proposa l. 

RDW/jmf 

Yours very truly, 
CITY OF LANGLEY 

R. D. Wilson, Cf.1C 
City Clerk/Deputy Administrator 

c.c. Regional District of Frase r-Cheam 
8430 Cessna Drive , Chilliwack, S.C. V2P 7K4 



( Document 39 . 

CEN TRAL FRASER VALL EY 
REGIONA I. HOSPITAL DISTRICT 

December 3, 1985 

TIIC: Honourable Tom HcNillan 
Ninis try of the Environment 
Hous e of Cormnons 
Ottawa, Onta rio 

ril.: 306-1985 

KIA OA6 . • 

Dear Hr. Minister: 

Rc: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park 

The BOOlrd of Directors of the Central FrOlser Valley Regiona1 D"istrict 

• 

at. a meeting held on November 21, 1985 considered correspondence received 
from the Regional Dis trict of Fraser-Cheam, 8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, 
B.C., V2P 7K4 under the signature of Ella Pretty, Director, Electoral Area 
toF"" appe rtaining to the above referre d t.o subj ect matter and referring to 
dis cuss ions and resolutions considered at a meeting of tllC Lower Mainland 
l-funicipal Association and providing an extract from the Fra ser-Cheam propo!:al 
for a na.tional park in the Fraser Canyon.. The letter reques ted this Regional 
Di~trict support by forwarding a letter to yourself. . . 

After a brief discuss ion, the following resolution ~s duly moved. seconded 
and adopted: 

1IRESOLVED: 

THAT the Central Fraser Valley Regiona1 
District endorse the proposal submitted 
by the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam 
r~ Alexandra Bridge - proposed National 
Historic Parka" 

It is therefo~e very respectfully requested that you give utmost consideration 
to the reques t submitted by the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam for the c s tabli! 

-J;
~e:t of,a :r~ser Canyon 

u ve r tru , 

. eHLC 
H .. V .. Porter, C .. A .. M .. , 
·P .. Admn .. ~ C .. A .. O .. , 
Secreta ry-Treasurer 

llVr/krt 

National Historic Park at the Alexandra nridge Site near 

cc: Ms E11a Pretty, Director - Electoral Area "F" 
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam, Chilliwack, B.C~ 

Member Municipalities: Langley City; District of Lat/gley: District of 
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JAN 3 01936 

Ministre de !'Environnement 

19 De cember, 1985 

His \'lo rship Ma yor Michae1 Harcourt, 
Of f ice of the Ma yor, 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 
V5Y IV4 

Dear Mayor Harcourt, 

Thank you for your letter of 27 November 
supporting the proposal by the Regional District of 
Fraser-Cheam that a national historic park be establ ished 'in 
the Fraser Canyon at the Alexandra Bridge site near Spuzzum. 

, 
At its meeting last Noverr.ber, the' Historic 'Sites 

and Monuments Board of Canada, my advise rs on historical 
matters, considered the national significance of the 
Alexa ndra Bridge and the submission regarding the 
establishment of a park in the area. 

As soon as I have had an opportunity to review and 
approve the Board's recommendations regarding both the 
bridge and the proposed park, I will write to you again to 
info~ you of my decision. 

All good wishes, 

'----.. 

Yours sincerely. 

--'d ~ 
Tom McMlllan, 
Hillsborough 

P.C., M.P. 

Minister .of the Environment 

Ottawa. Canada K 1 A OH3 

- . -
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Box 20 

The Honourabl e Torn Ncl1ill an, 
Hini ster of Environment , 
House of Commons , 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OA6 

Dear tk. Ninister: 

December 23rd, 1985. 

r--·-:>,,".~ -. ~ , -. - . . 
• • 

-. -. 

1. ' . 

864, STAVE LAKE ST. 
Municipa l Hall 
Mission, B.C V2V.4l9 

Re: Alexandra Bridge - Proposed National 
Historic Park 

At the Regul ar Heeting of Council held December 16th, 1985 
District of Hi ss ion by way of Resolution (attached) supported 
the establishment of a Fraser Canyon National Hi storic Park at 
the Al exandra Bridge Si te in El ectoral Area IIAII of the Regional 
Di stri ct of Fraser Cheam . 

JJA/ks 

Encl. 

cc: Regional Di strict 
of Fraser Cheam 

Yours truly, 

John J. Agnew, 
1AYOR, 
DISTRICT OF mSSJON 



.-
DI STRICT OF IHSSION 

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE COUNCil OF 
THE DISTRICT OF t-II SSION 

HaVED by Alderman f.icPherson, SECONDED by Alderman Cl even. and 

RESOLVED: THAT THE DISTRICT OF t-IISSION FORHARO A lETTER TO THE 
HONOURABLE TOfl 1·1CIHLlAN , fHHISTER OF ENVIRONHENT. 
IN SUPPORT OF THE ESTABLISfll.IENT OF A FRASER CANYON 
NATIONAL HISTORI C PARK AT THE ALEXANDRA BRIDGE SITE . 
IN ELECTORAL AREA "A" OF TIlE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF 
FRASER CH EAH . 

I HEREBY CERTIFY t he foregoin g to 
be a true "nd corre.::t copy of a 
resolution adopted by the Council 
of the District of rHs s ion on the 
1 6t.~; day of December.~ 

~AIa· 
ACTING CLERK 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF KENT 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ___________________ orr~~orYM~ 
7,.,0 CHEAM AYENUE . ~.O . 801 .,0. AGASSIZ . D .C . YOM IAO. ~HONE ".0.'''23' 

January 6 , 19 86 

Honourable Tom McMillan 
Minister of Environment 
Environment Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIA OZ6 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

RE: Alexandra Bridge - Proposed National 
Historic Site 

- ~ .. ~ 

, . 

During 1985 the Regional District of Fraser Cheam submitted a 
proposal and application to the Historical Society and Monuments 
Branch of Canada for the establishment of a Fraser Canyon National 
Historic Park at the Alexandra -Bridge site near Spuzzum, B. C. A 
copy of the proposal was forwarded to the then Minister of Environ­
ment, the Honourable Suzanna Blais Grenier. 

Subsequent to the submission correspondence had been directed to 
your office from the Regional O.istrict relating to their proposal. 

This· letter is to advise that at a regular meeting of Council of 
the District of Kent the matter for the establishment of a Fraser 
Canyon National Historical Park was received and discussed. We are 
pleased to advise that at. that time Council gave full endorsation and 
support to the proposal of the Regional District of Fraser Cheam and 
the following motion is the motion of Council: 

"That the Council of the District of Kent fully 
supports the proposal and the application sub­
mitted by the Regional District of Frase r Cheam 
to the Historical Sites and Honuments Board of 
Canada for the establishment of a Fraser Canyon 
National Historic Park by the Al exandra Bridge 
site near Spuzzum, B. C. II

• 

• .. /2 
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Hon. Tom McMillan 
Mini ster of Environment 
J anuary 6 , 19 85 

Yours truly, 

R. M. Conlin 
Municipal Clerk 

RMC/lp 
p.c. Mr. Ross Belsher, MP 

Hon. Tom Waterland, M.L.A., Minister of Forests 
Dr. Charles Humphries , Professor, University of B ... C. 
11r. Russell Irvine, Heritage Conservation Branch,.. Victoria 
Mr. Jim Orr, Administrator, Regional District Fraser Cheam 
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Greater Vancouver Regional District 
4330 Kingsway, Blunllby, Btil/sIl Columbia, Canada V5H 408 

Regiona l District of Fraser Cheam 
8430 Cessna Drive 
CHILllHACK, B.C. 
V2P )K4 

Attention: John Jansen 
Chairman 
Board of'Directors 

Dear Sir: 

Ip~ 1< ,..r/'l"" .... /11 

Document 43 . 

Office of /he Chairman 

Telephone (604) 4J2..c213 

1986 

'. 

'-< --I " / 
-''''''; 

.. 
". I ; 

Re: Fraser Canyon National Historic Park 

Please be advised that the GVRD Board of Directors at its 29 January 

1986 meeting unanimously approved submission of a l etter of su~port 

for Fraser Cheam Regional District ' s request to the Honourab le Tom 

McMillan, Federal Minister of Environment, for a detailed assessment 

of the Fraser Cheam National Historic Park proposal on the grounds 

that the Fraser River Canyon is a hi storic transportation corridor of 

national significance. 

VV/cdp 

V'ours trul y. 

A.tl~ 
Mayor Ross 
Chairman 
GVRD Board of Directors 



, 
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Secrclai re parlementaire Parliamentary Secretary 
to til e Minister o f the Environment du minislre de I' Environnement/' I , ', . ~ \ I V III ... -;, '> "l. 

Hrs . I·lary Ha cQueen , 
1·lr. Ll o yd Fo rma n, 
Dire c tors , 

28 Fe b ruary , 1 986 

Regional Di s trict of Fraser-Cheam , 
8430 Cess na Drive , 
Ch i ll iwack , Bri t i s h Co lumbia . 
V2 P 7K4 

Dear Hrs . NacQu een and Hr . Forman , 

Thank you for your letter of 18 October, 1985, 
expres sing y our persona l support of the proposal by the 
Regional Di s trict of Fraser-Cheam that a nati o nal 
hi storic park be es t a blished i n the Fraser Ca nyon at the 
Alexandra Bri dge s ite near Spuzzum . 

At its meeti n g in November 1985 , th e Hi stori c 
Sites and Hon uments Board of Canada , the Mini s t e r ' s 
advisers o n historical matters, co nsidered the qu es ti o n 
of the poss ible nat i o nal significa nce of th e Alexandra 
Bridge , and the submi ssion regarding the establishmen t 
of a park in the a r ea . 

As soon as the Min ister has had an opportunity 
to review a nd approve the Board ' s re comme ndations 
regarding both the bridge and t he proposed park , I wi l l 
writ e t o y o u agai n to tell you hi s decision. 

S incerely y ours , 

Ga ry Gurb in , H. P . 
Bruce -Gr e y 

Parl i ame n tary Secreta ry t o 
the Minister of the 
Environment 

Ollawa. CiJnada K I A OA6 



Minister of the Environment Ministre de I' Environnement 

3 March, 1986 

Mr . John Jansen , 
Chairman of the Board , 
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam, 
8430 Cessna Drive, 
Chilliwack, British Columbia. 

-- . -- ~ 

• "R ..., 0 BB'o "'~I .. £. V 
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V2P 7K4 REGIO:ihi. l~lSTIl!CT 
OF !"!l[;.SEn.CHglUl 

Dear Mr. Jansen, 
.... 

I am pleased to respond to your .letter of 
12 August , 1985 , to my predecessor, the Honourable Suzanne 
Blais-Grenier, concerning your proposal for a national 
historic park at the site of the Alexandra Bridge in the 
Fraser Canyon . I have also received your letter and 
enclosure of 30 September. I regret the delay in replying. 

Your proposal is ambitious and imaginative; 
clearly, you have put a lot of thought into it ~ Natltiona.l 
historic parks, however, are established only i n the most 
exceptional of circumstances , where historic resour~es of 
national significance demand protection and interpretation 
by the federal government . At its meeting in Novemllier 1985 , 
the Historic Sites and l-lonuments Board of Ca nada com s idered 
the possible national significance of the Alexandrat Bridge, 
a resource associated wi t h the theme of transportation. At 
present, your proposal can be examined only in that light, 
as we have not yet undertaken a major study of 
transportation in Canada and are unable to do so in the 
immediate future. 

Your submission, and a background paper currently 
being prepared in-house, will be tabled before the Board. 
If the Board believes that the Bridge i s of nationa1 
architectural or historic significance, it will advise me on 
the level of involvement it feels wo u ld be appropriate for 
the Parks Service. The Board may recommend one of the 
following options : that the Bridge be commemorated with a 
plaque; that we consider some form of co-operative 
arrangement to preserve the resource; or that a national 
historic park be established at the site ~ While the Board's 
advice with respect to the appropriate form of commemoration 
is crucial , our policy requires us to examine a number of 
other factors, including our current priorities , before 
acting on its recommendation . 

. .• /2 

0 11awa. Canada K 1 A OH3 



2 

In light of th e above , and while awaiti ng the 
outcome of the Board ' s deliberations , I urge you to explore 
the possibility of involving the Government of British 
Columbia in the interpretation of the Canyon a nd its 
history . The Province , which has recognized the import a n ce 
of the Br idg e site and has set aside lands there for a 
provincial park , may well ·be interested in acting on your 
proposal . 

I hope the informat i o n I have provided clarifies 
the Parks Service ' s position o n this matter . I will , of 
course, write to you. again to advise you -of the decision 
concerning th e Alexandra Bridge site as soon as I nave 
r eviewed and approved the minutes of the Board's November 
meeting. 

All good wishes, 

Yours sincerely , 

jlGi~f~ 
Tom McMillan , P.C . w M.P . 
Hillsborough 

Mini s ter of the Enwironme n t 

-
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HOUSE OF C OMMONS 

R.aooIft 488 W eJ.l 810<:\ ]]790 S-II. ~'.I"' W.Y .--.1.,..d. 8.Co 
Y2S 5M4 

H ...... 01 Commonl 
Oil . ... . On"'", 
'0" 0A.6 
(51l! ,,2·2'. 0 

RO SS BElSHER. M.P. CI04I859 .... 169 
FRASER VALLEY EAsr 2 ..... ,"2769 

April 25. 1986 

Hr. John Jansen 
Chairman of the Board 
Regional Di s trict of Fraser-Che a m 
84 3 0 Cessna Drive 
Chilliwack. H.C . 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Hr 'D~ " 

.. _----_ .. . _----
" ~1 ~~ . ~ :c~ ; ;·:1 .... · f r',;:?) 

.-

" .... '"") ., ... In." •. t . " "" U r • • • . 1._ ... • • 

ntl{·; ~L· .,. 
O~i' J! ;: '-.:" 

. ' --' '- ~" ---

have jus t r e ceived a copy of The Minister of Environment's 
reply to you regarding your proposal t o establish a Fraser Canyon 
National Historic Park . 

I am sorry that the re is not a more definite answer t o your 
proposal but I hope that when the Minister has reviewed the 
minutes of the Board ' s November meeting that you wi11 receive a 
favourable reply. In the meantime. I would li ke to wi sh you all 
the best if yo u decide to act on the Minister ' s suggestion of 
involving the provincial governmen t in thi s proposal. 

RB : jm 

Yours since rely, 

R~r. M.P. 
Fraser Valley East 



..... vl..umen i,: 4/ . 
.? 

r. vdve V 10 · .... , . 

The Military Engineers M useull1 Assll of Canada lne 

Bade' of Fi, ~t pu", ,, ncnt 

Fl17 ce En&""," 190J 

Yal e nnd District llistorica'l Soci ety 
.:./) , Box 74 
Y<t!e, D. C. 
VOK 2SIJ 

SCC ~E'''''''' 

C/O C M<A O'~H Fo" c: ~ ,. S C " <>" L OF M,,,H ... "V !;''';'H£C~'NG 

C~HAD'~H F o n c c ,; (j AS C C"'U'WAC t< 

YCD O ':,. C .. 0 5 S1N(:. I) . C . ...00 ' zo 

PHONE (604) 8ti6·33 11 . Lo<: ..... Z6 ' 

1328-1 (CfoTS ) 

02 nay 86 

Attention: Sec/Treas Be th Clare 

Dear Beth: 

Thank you for your kind letter of 19 April 1986 . During your 
annual meetin g , the subject of our support for the clas sification of 
the Alexandria Bridge as an historic site was discussed . {ole certainl y 
support any endeavour which would honour the work of the Corps of 
Royal Engineers in Canada . That done by the Columbia ~ctachment durin g 
the cons truction of what is now gen erally re f erred t o as the canyon 
h ighway , was extremely important to the development of the Province. 

I would like to expl ain the alliance of the Corps. of Iloyal 
Cana dian Engineers and the Royal Engineers , which wi1]. help you 
understand our interest in this matter . 

The Corps of Canadian Engi neers was officially fo ·l[".med the 1st of 
July 1903, becoming the Corps of Roya l Canadian Enginel!'rs the 1st of 
February 1904 . His Majesty Edward VII, granted permission fo r the 
adoption as a badge, the Royal Cypher, surmoun t ed by t~e Imperial Crown. 
The shape of t he badge was similar to the Royal Enginee rs e xcept for 
the addition of the . word Canadian, and the substit u tiom of the wreath 
of maple leaves for the laurel leaves of the Royal Engineers . 

In February of 1926, with the gracious approvn l or his Najesty 
King George V, an al l iance was formed between the Roynl C~ nadian 

Engineers and the Royal Engineers. In 1931 the King approved the grant 
of t h e honour of bearing on Canadian Engineer badges and crests the 
mottoes "Ubique" and "Quo Fas et G10ria Ducunt" 9 (Everywhere 9 t·lhere Truth 
and Glory Lead) as used by the Royal Engineers . The sin gle word "Ubique " 
is borne on the collar grenades . 

This alliance between the Canadian Engineers a n d the Royal Engineers, 
was an important factor in the development of many of the customs and 
traditions still in existance in the Canadian Hilitary Engineers . 

.•. /2 



It is hoped this very b r ief expla nation of the ties b etween 
the Hilitary En gineers of two count ries wi ll help exp lain our 
personal interest i n the Alexandria Project. 

We enclose a gift for your Muse um in the fo rm of two of the 
co l lar badges o f t he Royal Canad ian Engineers showin g the nine 
flam e engineer grenade wi th the Ubique scroll. (as a ma tter of 
interest, the preferred pronunciation i s OO-BEE-KAY) 

\./e wish yo u success in your e ndeavou r s ; if any further a ction 
by the Museum of the Canad ian Military Engineers in suppo rt of this 
project would be helpful, please do not h esi t ate to a s k . 

Enclosure: I 

Yours t ru ly 

/ J7fJl/2;;t(/=_:::---
H.P. Pieters 

Captain 
A/Huseum Liaison Offic er 



uocument q.~ . 

P.C. Box 74. Yale. B.C. VQK 250 

May 17 , 1986 

M. P. Pieters , Captain 
A/Museum Liaison Officer 
clo Canadian Fbrces School of r.1ilitary Engineering 
Canadian Fbrces Base Chilliwack 
Vedder Crossing, B.C. VOX lZO 

Dear Mr . Pieters , 

'!'hank you on behalf of our Society , the 0,0 collar badges of the 

Foyal Engineers, showing the nine flame engineer grenade with the uhique 

scroll is appreciated . vIe wili put this on displ ay in the Historic Yale 

t-ruseum. 

At our Annual meeting of April 12 , 1986, President. Verna Shilson 

announced the sUPfCrt of our SOCiety for Alexanara Bridge area as an 

Historic Site . Vary McQueen , rrember of our SOciety; plus Director 

Area B - Fraser Cheam Regional District, also brought up the subject. 

She inforrred the rreeting, she would appreciate your support . No doubt 

you will be contacted by her in the near future. 

Thank you for · your interest. 

Yours truly , 

~~~ 
Beth Clare 
Secretary/Treasurer 

C.C . - l1 . l"cQueen , Director Area "B" 

, . 

, 



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

File No. 10-35-86-111 

The Hon. Torn Mcr.~iIIan, 

Minister of the Environment, 
Hou se of Commons, 
Ottawa , Ontario 
1(1A OH 3 

Dea r Mr. Md.1i11an : 

May 22, 1986 

Thank you for your let ter dated March 3, 1986. Naturally we are 
disapPointed that we do not yet have a more positive response. 

You will note that our brief requests the establishment of a 
"Fraser Canyon National. Historic Parkllo In this park .. the existing s us­
pension bridge would be the most visible and perhaps the most interest­
ing artifact. However.. I must emphasize as strongly as poss-ible that 
the value and merits of the park do not r es t upon the national historic 
significance of the suspension bridge. 

I must repeat that our Board cons iders the nat ional historic 
significance of the Fraser Can yon to be self-evident and we are entirely 
persuaded that it warrants designation as a national historic park. I 
would draw to your attention the letter dated Novembe r 1 .. 1985, from 
Professor Cole Harri s of U.8oC. - a man whose reputation in this field 
Is beyond question. Professor Harris concurs with the Board that this 
site in the Canyon, above and beyond its individual artifacts, is of 
fundamental significance to an understanding of national unity. 

future. 
VIe look forward to hearing more positively from you in the near 

Yours truly, 
.-:" 

. //,,- ., 
..... -- / - ~ -. 
-:--~ ~-'; .... ::;,-:-; , 

...,J.. ~ • • ' 
/ John Jansen . 

Chair-man of the Board 

c.c. Mr. Ross Belsher, M.P. 
The Hon. To Waterland, Minister of Agriculture 
The Hon. J. Kemp, Minister of Lands, Parks and Housing 

JJ: Im 

8430 Cessna Drive. Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 

Document 4Y 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 

Mr. Bud Smit h, Director 
The Military Engineers Museum 
C . F . B . Chilliwack 
Vedder Crossing , B.C. 
V2x 2EO , . 

Dear Bud: 

May 27. 1986 

DEPT. 

8430 CESSNA DRIVE 
CHILlIWACK. B.C. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-006 1 

IN REPLY O UOTE 

fiLE t-lo _______ _ 

RE: ALEXANDRA BRIDGE PROPOSAL 

Thank you , Bud , for your enthusiastic call in res p ect 
to the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam's proposal to h ave 
the Alexandra Bridge area declared a National Historic Park . 

In the interim, I received a copy of a letter written 
by Captain M. Po ' Pieters A/Museum Li aiscin Officer, to the 
Yale a nd District Historical Society suppo rting our proposal . 

I am enclosing four copies of the brief completed by 
the Regional District as per your request. 

Thank you , Bud, and if there is further information that 
you require in this ~egard please advise. As me n tioned 
previo usly I would appreciate copies of the letters of support 
so that we may update ' our brief o n a conti nuous basis . 

/kmg 
./ 

~c :Co Dr . Peter Cave 

Best r egards, 

/1/:(/'7 $:J~{/..!JV 
Ma ry MacQueen 
Director , Area "8" 
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam 

. . 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 

Mr. Andy A. Craig 
B.C. Pionee r Tru c kers 
R . R . #2 South Road Site 
Gabriol a , B . C . 
VOR lxO 

Dea r Andy: 
. 

#21 

May 27 . 1986 

DEPOT . 

8430 CESSNA DRIVE 
CHILLlWACK. RC. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-006 I 

/0 _ u .... _ 'i'C- 1// 

.tlREP1..VQUOTE 

" LE No _ ______ _ 

It was a pleasure to meet you in Merritt during the opening 
cere monies for the Coquihalla Hi gh way. As promis e d I am enclos­
ing a brie f prepared by the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam 
to give you an idea of just what great potential the Alexandra 
Bridge site h as as an interpretive centre . We are at the pre­
sent time circulating this brief with a view to having the area 
d eclared a National Hi s toric Park and to date the response has 
been encouraging. 

As discussed I feel th at you may be interested in this pro ­
pos a l and p e rhaps would care to write a letter of s upport on 
behalf of the S . C . Pio nee r Truckers . It was my u nders t anding 
that years ago there was a similar proposal by t h e Pion eer 
Trucking group and the Hon. Alex Fraser, Minister of Transporta­
tion and Highways. Comments i n that regard would be mu ch 
appreciated as the trucki ng industry played a very important 
part in t he development of the East and th e West . 

Let ters of support should be addressed to the Ho n. Tom 
Ma c Millan , Minister of Environ ment, House of Commo n s ~ Ottawa , 
On tario KlA OZ6 wit h a copy to th e Regional District· of Frase r­
Cheam , 8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack , S . C. V2P 7K4. 

Th a nk you , Andy , for your comments and I l ook forward to 
. seeing you again with mo re time to look through yo u r collection 
of photos a nd information . 

Pl ease do not hesitate to advise i f I ca n be of a ny assist­
ance to you in this regard. 

Bes t regards, 

/2'l,Zitl .tm'!44 t.t:c'L-' 
Mary MacQueen 
Director , Area "B" 
Regiona l District of Fraser-Cheam 

/kmg 

~ Dr . Peter Cave 

- -
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, T~e/6'all~d . 
:-:0 .. .. . , ,, .. ;;: ... ~ "'; .' ...... ~ "~ . ' 

: \1;rge,pJ in 
~ creation : :: 

. >. ' , ' .' • ~ " . ~" 

· of parks.;;'.;: . 
;:.: .' I , ! .". 

Canadian Press ' , ,; 
. TORONTO-Canada must find 
way to create more na!:'0,nal 
by the year 2000 or 

· opportunity a~:~J~'~~rt,'~e,~~,:~;1 · manoC a newt le 
.\he issue says. t ... . . 

"It's clear that something has 
be done; we're not" rnoYing quickly 
enough with national parks,". John 

'Theberge, prore~sor of ecology and 
re source man·, 
agement at the 
Univ er sity 0(­
Waterloo said: :, 

His appo int· 
ment as head o( 
the eight-mem· 

·ber ta s k force 
was announced 
by federal En·, 
vironment Min·: 
is t er Thom as ·McMILlAN 
McMiUan last week/ altbougb:.the 
group began work in April .. !-: ",,' ';' 

, Theberge said there is broad pub­
lic support for protecting' signifi­
cant natural a reas, as 'y.'ell as con· 
siderable evidence that parks make 
a significant contribution to the na­
tional and local econ9l1}ie~_. · ~ . ; . : 

There are 31 national parks in 
Canada, accounting for 1.5 per cent 
of the land base. By contrast, seven 
other countries have setaside m9rc 
than 10 per cent of their land base in 
protected areas; about 15 coun­
tries, including the United Slates, 
have protected about fi ve per cent. 

. . 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 

June 3 , 1986 

The Honourable Tom McMillan, 
Minister of Environment 
Government of Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OA6 

Dear Mr. Minister, 

MPT. 

8430 CESSNA DR IVE 
CHILLlWACK, B.C. V2P 7K4 

PHONE 792-{)061 

INRE~VOUOTE 

/0- 3<;, -.. ~ - (11 

Re, A1exandra Bridge - Proposed 
National Historic Park 

Further to my l ette r of May 29, 1986 regarding the above 
mentioned proposal, it was with great interest that I read the 
enclosed article contained in the June 2,1986 issue of the 
"Vancouver Sun". 

Needless to say , this article has acted as a stinlulant 
towards our efforts to promote the Alexandra Bridge site as a 
National Historic Park . We firmly believe that we have a very 
viable proposal and that the proposal can indeed reach fruition 
with the co - operation of the Federal Government and the Provin­
cial Government . 

The Fraser Canyon transportation corridor i s undergoing a 
trauma at the present time with the opening of the third route 
to the interior of British Columbia , and I feel that the devel ­
opment of a National Historic Park in this area would indeed 
be a real complement to the Federal Parks system. 

If there is any further information that you feel would be 
of benefit, please advise. 

Thank you for your anticipated interest is this very worth­
while proposal. 

Yours truly ~ 

a: ~ . 
4_t,;' /"J7~" , . . ".' ,; " ' .'_. / h { .< Cv -'''u J._ 

Mary lacQueen', 
Vice-Chairman. R.D . F.C. 
Director . Area "B" 
R.D.F.e. 



The Honourable Tom McMillan 
June 3 , 1986 
page 2 

MM/mej 

c . C. 

c . c . 

y'c.c. 
c . c . 

Ross Belsher. M.P . . Fraser Valley East 

The Honourab le Tom Hater l and, M.L.A. Yale -Lillooet 
Dr . Peter Cave . Director of Pl anning . R.D . F . C. 
Mr. Ron Hagan , Economic Development Officer, R.D. F.e. 
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Province of 
British Columbia 

Minislr y 01 
Agriculture and Food 

Pa,h<lmcnt 9U1ldlng~ 
V,:;IOn:l 

OfrlC( or ll"lf ),I""qp. 

Hono urable m McMillan, 
Environment, 

Hc Millan: 

B ritiSh Columt)la 

V 8V l X4 

Telephone: 16041 307·1978 

05 June 1986 

Re: Establishment of a 
"Fraser Canyon National Historical Park" 

On May 29th, 1986, I received a copy of a letter 
from Mr. John Jansen , Chairman of the Board for the 
Regional District of Frase r-Cheam , regarding the 
establishment of a National Park at the Alexandra Bridge 
site in the Fra ser Canyon. 

Please be advised that this proposal has my full 
support, as I feel a National Park designation would 
gi ve tha t badly needed boost for the "Scenic Fraser 
Canyon Route" . It is my hope that you will approve this 
request. 

Thank you. 

Yours truly . 

Torn Water land , 
M.L . A. Yale-Lillooet . 

Document 5~ 

rV 
f.E) 

Minister of Agriculture & Food. 

Encl . 

c . c. Hr. J. Jansen, 
Chairman of the Board, 
Regional District of Fraser- Cheam 

Mrs. Mary MacQueen, 
Regional District of Fraser- Chearn. 
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Office of the Minister 
of the Environment 

Mr. J o hn Jansen, 
Chaicman of the Board , 
Regional District of 

Frase r-Cheam, 
Of fice of the Chairman, 
8430 Cessna Drive, 
Chilliwack, British Col umbia . 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Mr. Jansen, 

Cabinet du ministre 
de r Environnement 

13 June , 1986 

On behalf of the Honourable Tom r·!cf.1i1lan, I wish 
to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 22 r'l ay 
conc erning your request for the establ ishmen t of a Fraser 
Canyon national histor ic park • . 

Please be assured your correspondence has been 
brought to the Minister ' s attention a nd a reply is 
forthcoming. 

Yours s incerely, 

OUaVla. Canada K I A OH3 



Office of the Minister 
of the Environment 

Ms. Ma ry HacQuee n , 
Direc tor, 
Regional District of 

Fraser-Cheam , 
8430 Cessna Drive, 
Chilliwack , British Columbia. 
V2P 7K4 

[)ea r Ms . Mac Queen, 

Cabinet du ministre 
de I'Environnement 

16 June, 1986 

r~::: '; - ', .,. 
\ ~ < 1 • 

, ... .. . . 

I 
• 

On behal f of the Honourable Tom HcHillan, I 
acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 29 Hay 
reque s ting a meeting with him during your trip to Prince 
Edward Island, to discuss the proposed Alexandra Bridge 
national historic park. 

Document 56. 

Please be assured I have brought your 
correspondence to the Minister l s attention as well as to the 
attention of staff members responsible for preparing his 
agenda . 

'" Yours si ncerely . 

7"~;q!.?~4: ~/' 
Holly Martel 
Special Assistant 

OUawa. Canada K I A OH3 
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Hon . Tom HcHillan , 
Minister of Env ironment , 
House of Commons, 
Otta .... a , Ontario 

Dear Mr. Minister : 

AndreT"l A . Crai g 
21 R.R . 2 Sou t h Road, 
Gabriola , B. C. VOR I XO 

June 25 ~ 1986 

r e : Proposed ALEXANDRA BRIDGE SITE , to be dec l a r e d 
a NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK 

I woul d like t o add my in formati on on to the appl ica tion of 

P.W . Cave and Hary HacQueen of the District of Fraser-Cheam. 

I have just r e turned from a week of our Trans por t disp lay 

at EXPO 86 where we showed over a 100 Vintage of The B.C. Pioneer 

Trucker s . A good portion of these were restored by big truck 

compan i es especially for Expo, so now we have a grea t big collec tion 

of Transportation His tory r eady to display in a si t e in B.C_ 

10 years ago I had meetings with Hon . Alex Fraser~ o ur 

Mini ster of Highways , and it was he that picked the Alexandra Bridge 

s ite then f or a Transportation Huseum t o show f rom a man I s pack to 

mule train, to oxen, then hors e-drawn freight ~agon s , then on in to 

the Model T, to the gian t trucks of t oday , all on this Hi storic Site. 

So, with the wis h tha t you will give this brief your early 

attention and declare Alexandra Bridge a National Park -- in five more 

year s it will be 100 years since my Dad hau l ed his first load of 

freight in B.C. , and t h i s year I drove my restored Indiana Fre i gh t 

Truck as the f irst one over the new Coquihalla Hi ghway, myoId freight 

route 50 years ago . So t o me this s ite means a lot, and to the remaining 

Pioneer Trucke r s of B.C. 

Bes t r egards, 

( sgd .) Andy A. Craig. 
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Minister of the Environment Ministre de I'Environnement 

4 August , 1986 

Mr. John Jansen , 
Chairman o f the Board , 
Regional District of Fraser - Cheam , 
8430 Cessna Drive , 
Chilliwack, British Columbia . 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Mr . Jansen , 

RECEIVED 
SEP 221986 

I\EGIOIf At. DISTRICT 
OF FRASEII-CHEAM 

Thank you for your letter of 22 May concerning 
the proposal to establish a national historic park in 
the Fraser Canyon . 

I recently approved the minutes arising from 
the November meeting of the Historic Sites and Mo numents 
Board of Canada, and I am now able to inform you of my 
decision on your proposal . Following considerable 
discussion, the Board concluded that the 1926 Alexandra 
Suspension Bridge is not of national historic or 
architectural significance . 

It also found that the Fraser Canyon 
Transportation Corridor is of na tional significance; 
however , as t he Alexandra Bridge , which i s seen as the 
focus for a national hi stor ic park in the proposal 
before the Board , is not itself deemed to be of national 
significance , and as the area in question has been 
designated a "Class A" provincial park by the Province 
of British Columbia, the Board concluded that Program 
involvement, at this time, should be limited to 
commemoration by means of a plaque - that plaque to be 
erected at an appropriate site within the provincial 
park . 

As I mentioned in my letter to you of 3 March, 
national historic parks can be established only in the 
most exceptiona l of circumstances , where histor ic 
resources of nationa l significance demand protection and 
interpretation by the federal government . 

0 1lawa , Canada K 1 A OH:l 
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In view o f the specific natu r e of the Board ' s 
recommendations , Environme nt Canada canno t , 
unfo rtunately , consider establishing a national historic 
park in the Fraser Ca nyo n. 

I r e gret th a t my r eply could not be more 
favourable . 

All good wishe s , 

Yours s incerely , 

Tom MCMillan , P . C •• M.P . 
Hill s bo r o ugh 

Mi n i s ter of the En vironment 



Ministre de I'Environnement 
.. . _---_ .. . _ .. .. ~ .. 
-;- , -. E' V- • 'C. 'C' l 
_. ~ . .... I ~. .-

O(n 01936 
Ri'.GLONAL DlSl'HIC'J' 

\ .OF FllASEl\'C~~=" 

~1rs . Mary MacQueen, 
Vice- Ch airman , R.D .F. C., 
Director, Area "B", 

Minister of the Environment 

CANADA 

26 August , 1986 

Regional Dist'rict of Fras er-Cheam , 
8430 Cess na Driv e , 
Chilliwack, British Co lumbia . 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Mr s . MacQueen, 

Th ank you for your letters of 29 May and 
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3 June concerning the proposal to establish a national 
histor i c park in the Fraser Canyon at t he site of the 
Alexandra Bridge. . 

As you know , in Nove mber 1985, the Hi s t o ric 
Sites and Monuments Board of Ca nada considered the 
proposal t o establis h a national hi s toric park in the 
Fraser Canyon at the s ite of the Alexandra Bridge • . 

I r ece ntly approved the Minutes arising from 
that meeting, a nd I am writing to info rm y ou of my 
decis i o n with rega rd to the Alexa ndra Bridg e proposal. 
Fo llowing co nsiderable discussion , the Board recommended 
tha t , 

the 1 926 Alexandra Suspension Bridge i s not of 
national histo ric ·o r architec tura l significance , 

a nd that, 

the Fraser Canyon Transporta tion Corridor i s of 
national s i g nificance ; however, as the Alexandra 
Bridge , whic h is seen as the f o cus for a natio nal 
histo ric park in the proposal before the Board, is 
not i tself deemed to be of national signif icance , 
and , as the area in question has be e n des ignated a 
"Class A" p r ovinc i al park by the Prov ince of Britis h 
Columbia , Program invo lvement, at t h i s time , s hould 
be limited t o commemoration by means of a plaque 
that p l aque to be erected a t an appropr i a t e site 
within the provincial park. 

Ouawa. Canada K1A OH3 
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Given the specific nature of the Board ' s 
recommendations , Environment Canada , Parks , cannot 
consider establishing a national historic park in the 
Fraser Canyon at the site of the .Alexandra Bridge. 

with regard to your request t hat we meet t o 
discuss the proposal, in view of t he above explanation 
of the department ' s position on this issue, it wo uld not 
be appropriate to meet at th i s time . 

I r egret that my reply could not be more 
favourable. 

All good wishes , 

You rs sincerely, 

Tom McMillan, P.C., M.P. 
Hillsborough 

Minister of the Environment 



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

October 3 , 1986 

File, 10-35-86-111 

The Hon. Tom McMi11a n, 
Minister of Environment, 
House of Commons , 
Ottawa, Ont 
K1A OA6 

Dear Mr. McMil lan: 

r e:· Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic: Park 

Document 60 . 

Thi s i s 
4 , 1986. 

to acknowledge receipt 
We are disappointed in 

of your l e t ter 
its content. 

dated 
August 

I am enc l os i ng a copy of our letter to the Prime 
Minister for y ou r a ttentio n. I would ask again that you 
reconsider the me rits of our proposal . 

Thank y ou for your at t e ntion in thi s matter . 

c.c. Rt . Hon. Brian Mulroney 
Hon. W. Vande r Zalm 
Hon . A. Pelton 

JJ: im 

Ross Belsher, M.P . 
Director M. MacQueen 
Director L. Forman 

Yours truly, :":"'----, 

the Board 

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

October 3, 1986 

File 10-35-86-111 

The Rt. Hon. Brian Mulro n ey , 
House of Commons , 
Ottawa, Ont 
K!A OA6 

Dear t-1r. Pr ime Mini s ter: 

r e: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Hi storic Park 

It was with great reluctance and disappointment tha t 
th e Regional Board received the l etter addressed to me from t he 
Hon. Tom McMillan dated August 4 . . I t recognizes, finally , that 
"the Fraser Canyon Transportat i o n Corridor is of n a tional 
significance ", but it concludes that "Environme nt Canaqa cannot 
... consider es t abli shing a na tional hi storic park in the Fraser 
Canyon". The only r eason given is that the 1926 Alexandra 
Suspension Bridge is not considered to be of na tional historic 
or architectural significance. 

The proposal t o establish a national historic park to 
recognize and in terpret to visitors the n ationa l significance of 
th is vital and historic r oute to the west, construction of which 
was a pre-condition of Confederation, has widespread s u pport 
fr om the Gove rnme nt and people of t h e Province of Briti s h 
Columbia. \\I e h ave d ocumen ted in detail the justification, the 
plans and the support for the Fraser Canyon National Historic 
Park i n our Brief to the National Historic Sites and Monument s 
Board of Canada a nd to t h e Mini ster . We are dismayed that it 
has been i n terpreted so narrowly, a nd only i n the context of the 
engi n eering merits of the suspension bridge . The proposal 
dese r ves broader considerat i on than that. 

. ... /2 

8430 Cessna Drive, ChilHwack. British Columbia V2P 7K4 
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We are sympathetic , of course, to your Gove.rnment ·s 
concern for tight budgets and for the ne ed to limit expenditures 
on new projects. Indeed, we have emphasized to the Hon. Tom 
McMillan and to Mr . Ross Belsher, M.P., that it is recognition , 
designation and app roval of the future park which is needed 
today; constructi o n, even with immediate designation, could not 
come sooner than one or two years in the future because of the 
need to design the Park. We believe , moreover , that the park 
would be virtually self-financing on a user-pay bas is once 
developed. Visitorship should be at least 150,000 per year , and 
the park wou ld soon become a major and high-profile component of 
the historic parks system . 

We appeal to 
the decision to refuse 
in the Fraser Canyon . 
support. 

you to you, 
designation 
The project 

c.c. Ross Belsher , M.P . 
Hon. Tom McMillan 
Hon. \\'. Vander Zalm 
Hon. Austin Pelton 
Director M. MacQueen 
Director L. Forman 

Mr . Prime l-Hnister, to review 
of the national historic park 
is worthy of Federal 

Yours truly, 

Jansen • 
the Board 

Attachment: Brief to Historic Sites and Monu ments Board of 
Canada, April 1985 [Updated June, 1986] 

JJ: im 
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0f1ice of the Minister 
of the Environment 

Mr . John Jansen , 
Cha irman of the Board , 

Cabinet du ministre 
de I'Environnement 

21 October, 1986 

Regional District of Fraser-Cheam , 
8430 Cessna Drive , 
Chilliwack , British Columbia . 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Mr . Jansen , 

On be half of the Honourable Tom MCMillan, I wish 
to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of 3 October 
with which you enclosed a copy of your l etter to the 
Prime ~1inister concerning ttte possibi lity of establishing a 
Fraser Canyon National Histor ic Park. 

Please be assured that your correspondence 
brought to the Minister's atte ntion and that a reply 
forthcoming . • 

Yours sincerely, 

Holly Martel 
Special Assistant 

Onawa. Canada K 1 A OH3 

will 
will 

be 
be 
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Minister of the Environment 

14 November , 1986 

Mr . John Janse n, 
Chairma n of the Board , 
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam, 
8430 Ce ssna Driv e , 

REC E IVED 
DEC 121986 

REGl:::' .1. DISTiller 
0"- r- · 7ER-CHEAM 

Chilliwack, British Columbia . 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Mr . Jansen , 

Thank you for your letter of 3 Oc tober , and for 
the c o py of your letter of th e same date to the Prime 
Ministe r , r ega rding your proposal that a nat ional 
hi s t o ric park be es t abli shed in the Frase r Ca nyon near 
Spuzzum . 

Whe n the Hi storic Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada made its r ecommendation on your proposal last 
November , it appended a statement to indicate that it 
would be pleased to cons ider possible additional 
commemoration of transportation i n the Fraser Ca nyon whe n 
a study of tr a nsportati o n in Ca nad a was s ubmi tte d to the 
Board for rev i e w. 

Resea r che r s in Environment Canada , parks, 
realized that such a stud y would be a massive 
underta king , and decided tha t the theme could be treated 
on a r egional basis . Cons ~quently , a paper on 
t ra nsportation in the Western Cordillera wa s t abled with 
the Board when it met l ast June in Charlottetown . The 
paper c l ar ified how the t ranspor t a tion deve lopmen t phases 
in the region r e l a ted to the nationa l sce ne and how 
various aspects of the theme had been add ressed thro ugh 
the Boa rd' s recommendations over the years . After 
r eviewi ng the document, the Board made the following 
recommendations , which I h ave approved. 

The Board found that: 

lithe theme of transpor tation in the Western 
Cordillera to the 20th century ha s bee n 
adeq uately commemor ated by means of pl aques 
a nd no major s tudy of th is t opi c i s c a l l ed 
for . " 

OUaw a. Canada K 1 A OH3 
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It also recommended , however , that: 

"the (Parks) Serv ice should approach the 
Province of British Co l umbia to determine if 
it i s p lanning to establish a n interpret ive 
facility t o deal with Transportation in the 
Fraser Ca nyon , within i ts park nea r t he 
Alexandra Bridge si t e ; a nd , if it is , Parks 
s ho u ld e xplo r e the possibility of 
co-oper~ting with it in this regard to e nsure 
that maj or developments in transportatio n in 
the Canyon and the Cordillera in this ce ntury 
are adequately treated in a ny suc h 
d e velopment ." 

These r ecommendations give Parks a mandate t o 
di sc uss with the Province of British Columbia the 
possibility of becoming invo l ved in i nte rpre ting the 
the me of transportation in the \'1e ste rn Cordil le ra at the 
Alexandra Bridge. I hav e asked Parks off ici a ls in the 
yles t ern Regio nal Off i ce to contact the Province r egardi ng 
this matte r without delay . 

I will ensure that you are kept informed of any 
d eve l opme nt s . 

All good wi shes , 

youvr,s--.s~,"~ 4 ___ 
Tom HCHillan, P . C., M.P. 
Hill sbo rough 

Mini ste r of the Environment 
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PRIM E: M I NISTER· PREMI£R MIN I S '; F~r:: 

Pi="Cr::-IV~D 1 :I ;l u-.. '- "- ~ 

NOV 28 1986 ! 
m:-G!ON At L'!S'l"R!CT 
C F Ff. .;S ZR-CIiEA;..{ 

'-- - - ----

Dea r Mr. Jansen , 

r. 
~ 

Ot.ta wa , KIA OA2 
November 21, 198 6 

Thank you for your l e tter of October 3 and 
enc l osed proposal regarding the establishment of a national 
historic park in the Fraser Canyon . 

I have noted the copy of your correspondence to 
my colleague , The Honourable Tom McMillan, Minister of the 
Environment , r equesting further consideration of tbi s 
proposal. I apprecia te your bringing the matter to my 
attention , and feel sure that you will hear from 
Mr . McMillan within the near future. 

Again , thank you for writing . 

With kindest regards, 

Mr. John J ansen , 
Chairman of the Board , 

Yours s incere l y , 

Regional District of Fraser- Cheam, 
8430 Cessna Drive, 

Chilliwack, British Columbi a . 
V2P 7K4 

Document 64 . 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

December 17, 1986 

File: 10-35-86- 111 

The Hon . W. N. Vander Zalm , 
Premi e r , 
Parliament Buildings , 
Victoria , B.C . 
V8V lX4 

Dear Mr. Premier: 

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park 

Furthe r to the copies of correspondence forwarded to 
you by my predecessor , John Jansen , MLA, I enclose for your 
attention copies of the letters of reply from the Rt . Hon. Brian 
Mulroney, Prime Minister , and the Hon. Tom McMillan , Minister of 
Environment. 

You will note that Mr. McMillan indicates t hat the 
Fede ral Government is now willing to entertain t he possibility 
of a cost- shared development at the proposed site. As our Board 
ha s stressed on many occasions over the past two years, we are 
most anxious to see this project undertaken , and I would urge 
you to use your best efforts to ensure that the project comes to 
fruition. The value of t h e proposed national h isto ric p a r k to 
t h e cultu re , heritage and economy of our Region cannot b e over 
estimated . 

We look forwa r d to co- operating with you on t his 
project. 

c . r.. Hon. C.S. Rogers 
Rass Belsher , M.P. 
James Rabbitt , MLA 

yourSlL_ 
Lloyd Forman 
Chairman of the Board 

8430 Cessna Drive, Chitliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

December 17, 1986 

File, 10-35-86-111 

The Hon. C.S. Rogers, 
Minister of Environment and Parks, 
Parliament Buildings, 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8V lX4 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

re: Proposed Frase r Canyon National Historic Park 

Documen t 66 . 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to the Premier, the 
Honourable Bill Vander Zalm, together with copies of previous 
relevant correspondence. On behalf of the Board of the Regional 
Distric t of Fraser-Cheam, I urge you to forward this project as 
r apidly as possible. 

YOe4:: ... . -
Lloyd Forman 
Chairman of the Board 

c.c. Rass Belsher, M.P. 
J ames Rabbitt, MLA 

8430 Cessna Drlye, Chllliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 
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REGIONAL DI STRI CT OF FRAS ER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

December 17, 1986 

File , 10-35-86-111 

Mr. Ross Se1sher, M.P. , 
33790 South Fraser \'lay , 
Abbotsford, S.C. 
V2S 5M4 f 0 SS' 

Dear~r : 

r e: Proposed Fraser Cany on National Historic Par k 

Enclosed are copies of recent correspondence to update you 
on the progress on this project. It finally looks as though we 
are making some progress. 

Yours truly, 

;:1~ 
Lloyd Forman 
Cha irman of the Board 

Encls. 

8430 Cessna Drivo, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

December 17, 1986 

File, 10-35-86-111 

Mr. James Rabbitt, 
MLA Yale-Lillooet, 
Box 850 , 
Merritt , S . C. 
VOK 280 

Dear Jim: 

\ 

·re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park 

Document 68 . 

I enclose copies of r ecent correspondence onl the proposed 
National Hi storic Park . It looks as though we have finally 
persuaded the Honourable Tom McMillan of the me rits of the case. 
If we could now secure vigorous and active Provincial support , I 
think the project could be brought to fruition quickly. I would 
urge you to u se your energies in support of our ef"£orts. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

YOurSjU~ 

Lloyd Forma n 
Chairman of the Board 

Encls. 

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CH EAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIAMAN 

December 17, 1986 

File. 10-35-86-111 

The Hon. Torn McMillan, 
Ministe r of Environment , 
House of Commons , 
Ottawa , Ontario 
KIA OH3 

Dear Mr. McMillan: 

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park 

As the new l y - elected Chairman of the Regiona~ Board , I am 
pleased to acknowledge receipt of your letter addressed to 
Mr. J ohn Jansen and dated November 14, 1986. 

The Board was very pleased to read your comments and we 
trust that the Provincia l Government will re~pond favourably to 
the proposal . . 

Thank you again for your ' co- operation. 

Yours eU1~ 

Lloyd Forman 
Chairman of the Board 

LF: im 

8430 Cessna Drive. Chilliwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-CHEAM 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

December 17. 1986 

File: 10-35-86- 111 

The Rt. Hon. Brian Mulroney. 
Prime Minister, 
House of Commons. 
Ottawa. Ontario 
K1A OA2 

Dear Mr. Prime Mi~ister: 

re: Proposed Fraser Canyon National Historic Park 

Doe umen t 70 . 

As the newly-elected Chairman of the Regional Board, I am 
pleased to acknowledge. your letter of November 21, 1986, 
addressed t o Mr . John Jansen . 

We have now r eceived a letter 
McMillan which is most encouraging. 
assistance in this matter. 

LF: im 

from The Honourable Tom 
We appreciate your 

Lloyd Forma n 
Chairman of the Board 

8430 Cessna Drive, Chilllwack, British Columbia V2P 7K4 



uocument 71. 

December 30, 1986 . 

Ml:". Floyd Forman, 
Chairman of the Board, 
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam, 
8430 Cessna Drive, 
CHILLIWACK , British Columbia 
V2P 7K4 

Dear t-lr . Forman: 

rf:~'~cEi V-E: 0-
JMI j 619B7 

REGIONAL DISTRICT 
OF FHIISEP..CHEAM 

RE : PROPOSED FRASER CANYON NATIONAL HISI'QRIC PIIRK 

Thank you for your letter regarding the possibility of a 
cost-shared developnent of the Fraser Canyon National Historic 
Park. I have discussed the matter with t-lary r·tQueen and the 
Regional District has made the report available to me . . . 

I can assure you that I totally support this develcpnent and 
will assist to see i t beccxre a reality . If I can be of any 
assistance in setting up meetings with the r'linister, Hon . 
S . Rogers , please l et me know . . ' 
I remain , 

, 
• 

J. 'r . Rabbitt , M. L.A . 
Yale - Li llooet 

JTR/ean 

. . 
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Ja nuary IS, 1987 

Hr . Lloyd For-man. 
Chairman of the Board. 
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam 
8430 Cessna Drive , 
Chilliwack, B.C . 
V2P 7K4 

Dea r Lloyd: 

Thank you for your recent l e tter and enclosed copies of 
correspondence to update me on the progress being made with 
the pr oposed Fraser Canyon National Hi s toric Park . 

It was good news to learn that at long la s t thi s project 
may be showing some sign of life, even if it ju s t st.arts out 
as an interpretive facility to deal with transportat.ion . 

Please keep in touch so that I can 
being made. I have also written to The 
Rogers, M. L.A ., Mini s ter of Environment 
my support for thi s project. 

Yo u rs sincerely, 

Ro?'er', M.P. 
Fra ser Valley Ea s t 

RB:j m 

follow the progress 
Honourable C . S . 
and Parks to express 

. . 

• 
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Provinc e of British Columbia 
OFFICE OF THE PJlEtAIER 

January 27, 1987 

Mr. Lloyd Forman 
Chairman of the Board 
Region~l District of Fraser- Cheam 
8430 Cessna Drive 
Chilliwack, British Columbi a 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Mr. Forman: 

Thank you very much f or your letter of 
December 17th, on the subject of the proposed 
estab1·ishment of a national historic park in the Fraser 
Canyon. I also appreciate you providing me with copies of 
letters which you recently received from The 
Prime Minister, The Rt . Honour a"9le Brian 1-1ulroney ... and The 
Honourabl e Tom Mcr.lillan, Federal Minister of Envi;ronment~ 

.. . - -. Please be assured I have r ead your let t er and 
enclosures carefully, and appreciate that as the Chairman 
of the Regional District of Fraser-Cheam, you are deeply 
conce rned with the impact such a national park could have 
on the culture, her itage and economy of the Region. 
For this reason, I am particularly pleased to note that a 
copy o~ your lette r has bee n .sent to my colleague, The 
Honourable Stephen Rogers, Minister of Environment and 
Parks, and I know he will be very pleased to respond to 
you on this matter. 

Again, thank you for writing me so I may be aware 
of the Regional District · s views. · .!·lay I take this 
opportunity to extend to you~ and all your members, mr 
warmest wishes for 1987. 

cc: The Honourable Ste phen Rog e rs 

Sincerely yours;,#-__ , 

William N. Vander Z m 
PREtUER 

Parliament Build ings. Victoria, British Columbia vav 4R3 

. , 
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OMMA 
OKANAGAN MAINLINE MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION 

P. C. Box 610 . Lillooet. B.C. VOK lVO 

February 6, 1987 

Regional District 
of Fraser Cheam 
8430 Cessna Drive 
Chilliwack. B.C. 
V2P 7K4 

Attention : Lloyd Foreman . 
Chairman 

Dear Sirs: 

' Phone : 256-4289 

Re: Proposed Fraser Canyon Nationa l Historic Park 

Notwithstanding the timing of receiving the material relating to the 
above proposal. it was the unanimous opinion of the O. H.M .A. Executive 
that full endorsation be given to this project. 

It would give a new focus· to tourism in the Fraser Canyon area and 
benefit both your and our areas . 

It is to be noted that our Vice President, Mayor Anne Clarke of 
Vernon ' s grandfather was the designer of the bridge . Needless to say 
the Executive had a good discussion on its history . 

Yours truly , 

R . W. ~'latson , 

Secretary Treasurer 

Rt'l\'lj anw 
• 



Province of 
Br itish Columbia 

OFfICE OF lttE MINISTER 

Ministry of 
Environment 
and Parks 

Chairman Lloyd Forman 

Pmliamenll Buildings 
Vicloria 
British Colurn!li.::a 
V8V l X4 

Your File: 10-35-86 -111 

F'ebruary 16, 1987 

and Nember s of the Board 
Reg ional Di str i ct of Fraser-Cheam 
8430 Cessna Drive 
Chilliwack , British Columb i a 
V2P 7K4 

Dear Chairman Forman and Members of the Board: 

Thi s will acknowl edge your l e tter of 
December 17 , 1986 , r egarding yo ur proposal to c o nvert th e 
provincia l park at Alexandra Bridge t o a nationa1 histor ic 
park. 

In order t o fully understand your proposal I 
h ave asked my Regional Director , t-1r. George Trach~lk, in 
North Vanco uver , to meet \·lith y ou and your staff . As you 
may know , the visitor program for Alexandra Bridge 
Provincial Pa rk includes highlighting the tra n s portation 
theme . \'le would be most interested in suggestions for 
improving this informati o n and contributing furthe r 
t oward s the cultural h eritage and economic value s of t he 
Fraser Canyo n. 

Thank you for consulting me on thi s matter . 

Your s sincerely. 

Stephen Rogers 
Mini ster of Environme nt 

and Parks 

cc: Mr . James Rabbitt, M.L.A . 
Ya1e-Lillooet 
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