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LYTTON PIONEERS - THE REBAGLIATI FAMILY

One of themaost prominent of our pio-
neer familieswould certainly be the
Rebagliati family. Thenameitself has
aninteresting history. During the sec-
ond century A.D. agroup of Romans
could nolonger toleratethe oppression
of their Emperor, and emigrated to the
north of Italy. This group became
knownasthe*RebelliousOnes'. This
namechanged gradualy over theyears,
to ‘Rebellatus' > Ribellari >>>and
eventually became’ Rebaglliati’ .

Starting about 1859 there evolved a
period of ingtahility, resultinginperiodic
wars. Bernardo Rebagliati (BR), born
in 1857, grew up inthisenvironment
and an older brother waskilledinthe
fighting, so Bernardo decidedtotry his
luck inthe New World.

BR sailed around Cape Horn to San
Franciscoin 1882. I1n 1885 he came
to HastingsMill (Vancouver), thenon
theM.V. Skuzzy from New Westmin-
ster to Yale, and from there by horse
to Lytton. Lyttonreminded himof his
homein Italy, so hedecided thiswould
behisnew home. Hewent towork in
the general store and it was not long
before he bought the store. Hesent to
Italy for awife, and in 1886 Angela
Rebagliati traveled by ship to New
York, by train acrosstheU.S,, thento
Lytton. A priest camefrom Kamloops

tomarry them. Noteherethat Angdlas
maiden namewas Rebagliati, and she
married into another unrelated
Rebagliati family.

BR'sfirst storewason the east side of
Main Street about 100 feet north of the
BR family house (whichisnow Doris
Loring’'shome). It had living quarters
intheback and aroot cellar behind the
living quarters. Becauseof agrowing
family (therewereto be 10 children) a
new storewasbuiltin 1892, directly
acrossthe street. It had aflour shed
onthenorthside. Thelast BR'sGen-
eral storewashbuiltin 1913 adjacent to
and south of the 1892 store. Intime,
the 1892 store became abutcher shop
operated by Clarence Rebagliati. Ber
and hissister, Anne, ran the store after
Mr. BR died. In 1948 the store was
soldtoWilson Miller. 1t wasdestroyed
inthe second big Lytton fire on Mon-
day, June 13, 1949.

Runningastoreinthosedayswasmore
complicated thanitisnow. Youwere
part banker aswell asmerchant, asthe
nearest bank in the early days was
Kamloops. Areafarmerswereaways
short of cash until the cropswereinor
the cattle sold, so the merchant had to
decidewhoto givecredit to, and how
much. It wasnot easy, asthefarmers
often had adifficult time making ends

meet. Some of those accounts were
never paid off.

Thelast BR family homewasbuilt dur-
ing 1919/1920 by CharlieMills, (who
worked onthe old Vancouver Hotedl),
assisted by Clarence Rebagliati. To-
day, withinthe present yard of the BR
family home, isawarehouse, whichwas
used to storethehigh quality beansthat
thelndianfarmersgrew ontheir farms.

BR’s brother, Angelo Giovani (AG)
cameto Lyttonin approximately 1890,
accompanied by hiswife, Concessa,
andtheir first child, Mary. Concessa
wasthes ster of BR'swife, Angela, so
two ssters, maiden names Rebagliati,
married two Rebagliati brothers! BR
had 10 childrenand AG had 7 children,
and becausethey often gavetheir chil-
dren the same names (John, Ann,
George, etc) it wasthe source of great
confusion. Itwaspartially solved by
referring to Bernardo’'sfamily asBR
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THE REBAGLIATI FAMILY - NINE OF BERNARDO AND ANGELA REBAGLIATI’S CHILDREN IN 1936.
From left: George, Evelyn, Louise, Clarence, Margaret, Johnny, Rose, Bernardo, Ann (Mary is not in this picture)

andAngelo'sfamily asAG i.e. Johnny
AG and Johnny BR, etc.

Angelo (AG) also opened a store,
which was east acrossthe street from
thepresent Lytton Hotel. By 1931, he
owned the store, adance hall (locally
referred to as the Opera House) and
theLytton Pool Hall. Everythingwas
lostinthebigfireof 1931, whichaso
clamedtheLyttonHotel.

Tony Medori and hiswife, Nita(who
was Angelo’s daughter), bought the
hotel property and rebuilt thehotel in
1934. Thisbuildingisthepresent Lyt-
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tonHotdl.

Thesetwo, Bernardo and Angelo, had
atotal of 17 children. Youcanimagine
how extensvethefamily treeis! They
included stage coach drivers, garage
operators, hotel and dance hall opera-
tors, blacksmiths, stagelines, general
stores, ataxi and truck business, and
toaddtotheconfusion, thessters(who
werethewivesof Bernard and Angelo)
had two brothers who also came to
Lytton. They later settled in Lillooet
and Kamloops and raised their own
families

This, asyou can see, isonly asketch
of what the Rebagliati’s meant to
Lytton. Dueto the hard work and per-
severanceof Clarence Rebagliati’sson,
Douglas, and hisgenerosity insharing
thisinformation with us, we havehis
second draft of thefamily history and
thefamily tree, very important additions
toour archives. Doug hasgiven his
permission for this document to be
shared with anyoneinterested, provid-
ing copyright isrespected, so please
fed freeto comeand enjoy yet another
pieceof Lytton history.




MUSEUM
HAPPENINGS

WEe' ve been having sometroublewith
computer gremlins, which caused many
delays, but finally you have our first
newsletter of theyear inyour hands!

The month of May has been our busi-
estmonth sofar with 72 visitors. Since
January 1% we have had atotal of 141
visitors. We' ve done some research
with grade six studentsand have done
searchesfor four separate groups. In
February wehad another very success-
ful ‘Heritage Teaand Talk’ afternoon,
andin May we sponsored an interest-
ing and val uableworkshop onthePrin-
ciplesof Conservation Management
and Emergency Planning, with partici-
pantsfrom Ashcroft and Boston Bar,
and someloca museummembers. Ms.
RosdeenHill, B.C. Archival Preserva
tion officer, did a‘siteinspection’ for
our museum and we passed with flying
colourd!

New itemsthisyear includethree new
books: B.C. Prehistory, by Fladmark;
Gold, Gemstoneand Mineral Sitesof
B.C., by Rick Hudson, (thisbook has
already led two tourists to our door)
and Winds of Chance, by Rex Beach
(amovie of this story was partially
filmedinLytton).

Also received were several photo-
graphsby JA.Chute, includingtheold
swinging bridge acrossthe Thompson
river (which nolonger exists), thein-
sideof Lena sGrill (aformer Caféon
Main Street), and aphotograph of Lyt-
ton'sMaingreet duringa‘ mudflood’,
back when the Royalite Garage still
existed. Several photographs came
fromFranchisefilmswhichindudedills

and postersfrom The Pledge movie,
aswell asalist of cast membersand
their individua accomplishments.

New artifactsinthemuseumincludean
old bolt fromthefirst Thompson River
bridge, aChristmasdinner menufrom
theold GlobeHotel, 1911 (oystersand
lobsters, yet!), an old square Maytag
Washing machine, and several more
itemsyou will haveto comeand see.
Wealso havea’clinker puller’!

Onemoreitem| will mentionisal2
tape, reel toreel set of Heritage Class

tapes, recorded by J.A. Chuteduring
Indian Education classesat the Lytton
Elementary School. Louis Phillips,
LenaDunstan, Mamie Henry, Charles
Brown and Norman Dunstan arethe
mainstorytellers. Very interesting.

Our two faithful volunteers, Mona
Crowston and Dorothy Share, arecur-
rently putting together scrapbooks of
newsclippingsdating from 1981 tothe
present, ajob that requires much pa-
tience. Many thanksto you both.

=

FOSSIL FIND INLYTTON

Bill and Pat Nixonand Darryl Mclntyrefound thisfossil intheLytton area. A
pal eontol ogist hastaken thefossil to U.B.C. to betested, and thenit will be sent
onto Ottawafor moretesting. When all testing isfinally completed, it will be
returned to Lytton and put on display inthe museum.

Thefossil is34” long, 16" incircumference.
Theofficia reportisasfollows:

AncylocerasPhyliumMollusca Early Cretaceous Barremian Era

cass Cephaopoita 124+ millionyearsold
order: Ammonoidea Largest ever foundinB.C.
family: Ancyloceratida
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TheBridges...A clarification.

After printing thewrong pictureof the second bridgein Volume 1 I ssue 3, wethought wewould givethemtoyou again. ..

Atright isthe second bridge, builtin 1895 at a
cost of $9210.00

This bridge was made up of two eighty foot
Howe Truss spans, one at each end, and acen-
tre two hundred foot Howe Truss span. It was
six and ahdf feet higher thanthefirst bridgeand
seventy feet abovethelow water mark. Thepiers
measured ninety feet by sixteen feet at thebase
and wereresting on bedrock.

Thisbridgefared better thanthefirst. The deci-
sionwasmadeto replaceitin 1913.

Atleftisthefirst bridge, built between 1874 and
1876, well behind schedule, over cost and after
having the pierswashed away in thefloods of
1875.

Thisbridge almost immediately suffered from
engineering and construction problems, and by
1878 had an upstream curve of two feet and a
sag of four or fiveinches.

Itwasredtricted totraffictravelling nofaster than
awalk, and by 1883 wasreported to bein un-
satisfactory condition. It was straightened, and
lasted until thefloods of 1894.

Atleftisthethird bridge, completed May 14,
1914 at a cost of $37,996.00

Thisbridge has one two hundred and fifty foot
riveted steel span, two seventy foot and onefifty
foot plategirder spans. It restson concretepiers,
whicharedeteriorating.

For comparison, thecontract for thenew bridge,
now under construction, was awarded at
$9,854,800.00. The expected completion date
is September 30, 2001.




RANCHING AND BRANDING

Thelegend began in the hills of West
Virginiaintheearly 1840'sand ended
inaVictoriacemetery in 1898, follow-
ing agood stint in the Cariboo, includ-
ing ago-round with an uncooperative
cayuse.

Jeromeand ThaddeusHarper left home
onejump ahead of the sheriff, drifted
west to California, then north to the
Fraser River Gold Rush.

Theboysfound mining rather difficult
from theback of their horses. In Feb-
ruary 1859, Jerome and Thaddeus
swam aherd of 300 wild range cattle
acrossthe ColumbiaRiver andtrailed
“em up the Okanagan to sell themto
thenorthern mining camps.

When they saw theendlesshillsof sun
ripened bunchgrass, Jeromedeclared,
“That golden bunch grassis of more
valuethanall thegoldfoundinall the
creeksinall thecolony”. ThustheBrit-
ish Columbiacattleranching industry
wasborn.

Jeromeand ThaddeusHarper withtheir
(JTH) brand founded the Harper Ranch
by Kamloops, the Gang Ranch (named
after the gang plow) onthewest side
of the Fraser, the Semlin Ranch by
Ashcroft and numerousranchesin-be-
tween.

On 9th March 1869, the government
enacted ‘ An Ordnance for the Better
Protection of Cattle, and Prevention
of Cattle Sealing’. This act estab-
lished Brand Didtricts, comparableto
electord didtricts, and gppointmentsof
Brand inspectors, usually alocal Jus-
tice of the Peace, who would register
local brands.

Someof the earliest registered brands
included:

1869 The Gang Ranch, the Harpers
\,'H (position unknown)

1875 James Stuart, Cache Creek
O (position unknown)

1883 Basgue Ranch, Langley Cattle
Company uA\ Right Hip Horse

1883 W. H. Smith, NicolaValley,
<> LdtRibCatle

1884 Peitokasacitatnun (Indian),
Chileatin 11 () Rightsideshoulder
- ribs.

During an 1870 round-up Jerome suf-
fered debilitatinginjuriesfromawild
horse’ skick. Henever recovered, how-
ever heoutlived Thaddeusand diedin
aCdifornian hospital 1901.

In 1876, Thaddeus Harper and his
family organised thelongest cettledrive
inwestern history. Starting at the Gang
Ranchwith 300 head, they crossed the
border at Osoyoos with over 1,000
head, winteredinldahoand thentrailed
on to the Great Salt Lake. They
shipped the cattle on to Californiaby
the new Union Pacific Railway. The
Harpers and their native cowboys
spent 18 monthsin the saddle before
returning home.

During thefollowing years, theHarp-
ersand other ranchersannually drove
cattle down the Cariboo Wagon Road,
including Lytton'sMain Street, toYae,
where they were loaded onto cattle
barges, and towed to Victoria.

Thaddeus' wild cowboy lifestyle, in-
cluding legendary nightsat Lytton’s
GlobeHotd, findly caught upwithhim
in 1898. The founder of B.C'scattle
industry isburiedin Oak Bay Cemetery,
Victoria

As of 1st January 2001, all British
Columbian beef cattle shipped to mar-
ket must beidentified with a special
Cattleman’sAssoci ation’stag, in addi-
tion to a Ranch Brand, as a control
regulation for Mad Cow disease.

Separate brandscould beregistered for
cowsand horses, designated and po-
gtionedas

C - Cow

H - Horse

H-Hip

S- shoulder

R - Rump

F—Flank
Theseareread asfollows:

LHC - left hip cow

RSH - right shoulder horse

“How to Read aBrand on aCritter”
fromtheB.C. Brand Registry
— Ral
77\ Quartercircle, top
/  Sash(as/7)
Box | | OpenBox
—-+  Cross 1 Bench
N Rdate > Diamond
)\ Tipped T
EI ReverseE
I~ LazeH
— BQ Bar BQ
20NP 7




FAMILY NAME BRAND CLASS COW HORSE DESCRIPTION

ABBOTT Emily lé\ * LS AoverB
ALBERT Thomas TA INDIAN RH |[TA
ALBERT Thomas INDIAN RS TA over bar

AUSTIN William INDIAN RS RS | W over bar over A

BALTRUNAS |V * LH LH Rafter over VK
CHARLIE Jmmy * R neck RS |RC

CHRISTIE DG * LH LS | 7L

DUNSTAN Macome INDIAN RR MD joined
DUNSTAN Raymond INDIAN RH Top V/2circleover D, lazy R
HALA H&C * RH Boxed K

HANCE CA RS | BaroverC3
HANCE Henry INDIAN RS |LazyH,A,overral
HANCE Henry INDIAN RS Lazy H, 4overrall
HANCE Tommy INDIAN RH 3,lazy H, overrail
HANNA Rose INDIAN RH 4U

HENRIKSEN (@) * LS Oover bar over H

JOHNSON M * LS JoverJ

LAMBRIGHT Hammond * RS D <> overtop /2 circle

LORING AN * LS LS E over bar over A

m R |lcc=ol2 @ 1 I QIR R) BB R | B
3
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LORING MissOV J_-| * RS Bar over reverseL, H

McINTYRE John MJ INDIAN RH LH | MJ

MACHELL Frank __M INDIAN RH Reverse F, M

MACHELL Frank ‘_I\/l INDIAN RS RS | Rail overreverseF, M

MODEL K KM * LS LS | KM overtophaf circle

7~ N\

MUNDALL Dr. RV \,\HAJ * RR ]sz\/?f Sflf E, M over bottom
circie

MUNRO Casper MC INDIAN RS Rail over MC

MUNRO Casper l\é/ INDIAN RS |M/overC

MUNRO Willie m INDIAN LR Bottom 1/2 circleover WM

PHILLIPS Louis 5Y INDIAN LH | Rail over5Y

PHILLIPS William$S (E)) INDIAN RH Poverlazy S

RAPHAEL John Green GS INDIAN LH LH |[GS

REBAGLIATI | AJ 47 * LS 47

STEVENS Mrs. M AU) * LS Alazy S

SWARTZ Richard TC INDIAN LS TC

THOMAS Blanchford § INDIAN RS X over X

WESSELS LT T/ * LS T/overZ

YAMELST Mrs. A 76 INDIAN LS LH |76

YAMELST David BS/ INDIAN | LS | LH [Bottom1/2circleover D5

NOTE: The 1964 B.C. BRAND BOOK classified somebrandsasINDIAN or did not giveaclassification.

We believethat the abovelist was complete and current as of 1964, but many brandsnow in use do not appear.

Brand information and story compiled by Graham Everett
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MUSEUM HAPPENINGS
HERITAGE TEAAND TALK

We had about 30 visitorsin all, and
everyonehad agreat timetaking old
times, eating excdllent goodiesand dis-
cussing our collection of picturesand
artifacts. Themuseum really benefits,
too, because of the oral history we
would not find anywhereelse, and the
help peoplegiveusidentifying artifacts
and photographs, and the suggestions
wereceive by all thewonderful par-
ticipantswhoredly havetheinterest of
themuseum at heart.

WORKSHOP:

Principlesof Conservation

M anagement and Emer gency
Planning.

The 2-day workshop, held May 4-5,
washedin Lytton, with Rosaleen Hill,
of theB.C. Archival Preservation serv-
ice. We had 8 participants, including
one from Boston Bar and one from
Asghcroft.

Rosaleen talked about the types of
meaterid susedfor preventative conser-
vation, handling of mediamaterid, con-
ceptsof emergency preparedness, the
value of an emergency plan, and how
todeve opanemergency plan. Shedso
gaveustipsonwhat to avoid inamu-
seum/archives, i.e. carpetsandfood are
ano-no, whereto look for Grants, and
what companiessupply archival mate-
rids

It wasavery informative and helpful
workshop, lightened up by muffinand
coffee breaks, thanksto our wonder-
ful museum members, and excellent
lunch breaksat the AcaciaL edf.
Thanksgo to the many volunteersand
to Sylviaand Cor Vandenbos, who all
madethisan enjoyableand worthwhile
activity.

HELP!

Isthere anyone out there who could
put in about two hours a week (one
afternoon) greeting touristsat the mu-
seum? Wewould liketo keep themu-
seum open in the afternoons for the
month of June. Peoplecomefromall
over theworld and really appreciate
meeting our local people, and you
would really enjoy the experience.
Phone 455-2254 or 2268.
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